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For three centuries and more, the “theological city” 
of Geneva has exerted a remarkable influence over the 
religious mind of Europe, and the world; and small as the 
canton is among the nations of the earth, its power for 
good is not yet exhausted. On the contrary, by means - 
of some of those who at present labour there, Geneva is 
still acting as a bulwark against error in many lands ; for 
France, Switzerland, Belgium, and other countries, have 
- all come under its influence. Even Italy has felt the 

benefits of proximity to the city of Calvin, and light 

has radiated from the little Swiss canton to illuminate 

some hidden ones in that lovely but most degraded 
_ country. 

As of old, then, so in our day, Geneva stands in the 
forefront of those who contend for the neglected inte- 
rests of eternity against the overmastering claims of 
time ; and though the struggle sometimes appears, to 

* human eyes, not to promise speedy success, the banner 
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of truth is still displayed in such a way as to glorify its 
Author, and repel the aggressions of its enemies. The 
following Discourses relate to one of these struggles. 

Their history may be easily told. It is contained in 
the following letter, dated early in 1850, from Count 
St George, a distinguished member of the Evangelical 
Society of Geneva :— The Theological Seminary,” he 
writes, “has just undergone a painful trial. One of the 
professors, M. E. Scherer, D.D., has declared to the Board 
of Directors that a gradual, but thorough change, has 
taken place in his views upon the authenticity, inspira- 
tion, and canonical character of the Holy Scriptures ; 
and that, as he no longer agreed with the well-known 
principles of the Society, he resigned his professorship. . 
. . . « It was with deep sorrow that the Committee of 
the Evangelical Society listened to this communication ; 
but, although M. Scherer declared that he still retained 
his belief in all the facts contained in the Bible, and in 
all the doctrines which together constitute the evange- 
lical faith, with the exception of the inspiration and 
authority of the Holy Scriptures, the Committee, appre- 
hending that this doctrine overthrows the very founda- 
tions of the Christian religion, believed it to be their 
duty unanimously, and without hesitation, to accept his 
resignation.” 

Dr Scherer, it will be here observed, has adopted 
opinions which are, in truth, subversive of all revela- 
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tion. It appears that he holds that the inspiration of the 
sacred writers does not differ, in its nature, from that 
which every believer may enjoy, and that all true Chris- 
tians are inspired according to their attainments in holi- 
ness. He believes that the Scriptures are inspired only 
in so far as they teach religious doctrines; all else is to 
be assigned to the writers—not to God. He further 
‘holds, that some books of the Bible are not divine, and 
that, though they are now included in the canon, they 
should not occupy that rank. Moreover, he holds that 
the spiritual man is the judge of the whole volume which 
the churches deem inspired; in other words, man be- 
comes a standard to the Bible, not the Bible a standard 
to man. According to the views of Dr Scherer, “ Bibli- 
cism is a theological error, and a source of injury to the 
church ;” and he proposes to substitute Individualism 
for Biblicism; that is, to make the experience, and the 
inner light of every believer, the basis of faith, while he 
rejects inspiration as a ‘ cabalistic ventriloquism,” and 
would substitute the “noble utterance of the human 
voice” for “the Word of the Lord which endureth for 
ever*:* 

It will at once be seen, that these opinions involve the 
very essence of Rationalism, and can find their comple- 
ment or necessary results only in Infidelity. In different 
ages of the church, the truth has had to contend with 


* See Lvangelical Christendom, vol. iv. p. 82. 
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different enemies, singly or combined. In the first ages, 
the truth of God was combated as the dictate of Satanic 
power, and as upheld by Satanic agency. Celsus, Por- 
phyzy, and others, brought the science and learning of 
their age to the defence of that opinion. When that 
failed to check or to crush what is divine and charged 
with omnipotence, other enemies arose; and the truth 
which could not be extinguished began to be corrupt- 
ed. Essenism, Gnosticism, Erimitism—all fortified by 
heresies as numerous and diversified as a perverse 
ingenuity could devise—arose to limit what the only 
wise God designed should circulate round the globe. 
In the train of other corrupting influences, Mahomet 
arose, and created an enormous diversion in favour of 
error. Then slowly and stealthily Popery was growing up. 
It spread till it had overshadowed or nearly extinguished 
the truth ;—and perhaps one of the clearest proofs 
that the religion of the Bible is the religion of God, is 
found in the fact, that it survived all these attacks, or 
rather emerged at length from them all, invested with 
fresh vigour, like Lazarus from his tomb, at the Re- 
deemer’s command. 

The Reformation was the result of truth restored to 
man. The student of the history of that period, how- 
ever, cannot but trace the influence of certain counter- 
active agencies, which began at a very early stage of 
the deliverance from Popish oppression. The human 
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mind, once emancipated, rushed forward, in too many 
cases, to adopt extreme opinions. It hurried from a 
state of slavery, not merely to liberty, but to licentious- 
ness ; and this led to a reaction which ended in the aban- 
donment of much that the Reformation had seemed to 
secure. In the lapse of time, men like Grotius and Leclerc 
arose, with their chilling criticisms and their semi-soci- 
nian theology, to weaken what still remained of the 
truth, as far as man could succeed in such an effort, and 
helped to spread darkness, like a pall, again over all the 
churches of the Reformation. They laid the founda- 
tions of Rationalism, and taught men how to trifle 
with the Word of the Eternal God. 

But the curve in which the human mind, when viewed 
historically, moves, was described—the cycle had re- 
volved; and as the soul abhors a vacuum, that void which 
had been created by the cold and lifeless theology of part 
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, began to be 
filled up by more positive or life-giving beliefs. Arndt, 
Franke, and their fellow-labourérs, arose to unfold the 
religion of the Bible again, and to exemplify the power 
of truth in the heart and life of man, The enemy of 
that truth, however, was awake, as well as its -friends, 
and new tares began to be sown. It was manifest that 
the religion of God could not be crushed, but it could 
be corrupted, as of old; and that was the policy which 


continued to be employed by him who was “a liar from 


Vill TRANSLATOR S PREFACE. EF 


“> 


the beginning.” Neology, Rationalism, and all the 


learned ignorance of Germany, and other ‘lands, were 
now carried to their highest point; and upon any other 
topic than religion, it would be amusing to see how men 
sported with revelation, or moulded it into theories, like 
Strauss, Paulus, and a host besides; rejecting, add- 
ing, mutilating, changing, criticising, contradicting, or 
adopting—all according to their own prurient fancies. 
Even such men as Tholuck, Nitzsch, and Neander, 
are not entirely free from this charge, much as the 
churches owe to their labours and their measure of 
light. 
= But, in our day the truth is not called to contend with 
ay only a single assailant, or, if with only one, his name is - 
Me” “Aevion. Infidelity, Popety, anda modified Ratan 
are now the triple antagonists with which the Word of 
‘God has to struggle. Of the first of these, we need 
furnish no specimens. It is known and read of all men 
as bent on sweeping away the entire disclosure of God’s 
mind to man, and leaving him to his own resources— 
that is, to ‘the blackness of darkness without hope for 
ever. But Popery is in this work the ally of Infidelity ; 
and even in this land it has at length boldly and openly 
asserted, that, as regards the Word of the Eternal God, 
Romanists may assume in their diseussions that the 
Word of God is an unproved book. The following 
quotations will show the bitter spirit of antagonism to 
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Scripture, avowed not merely at Rome, or under the 
shelter of the Inquisition, but in this land of light and 
of the Scriptures. 

In a recent conference regarding a conversion to 
Popery, a minister of Christ referred to the Word of 
God in proof of his position; and was the reference 
allowed? On the contrary, his Papal opponent, in the 
convent of St Margaret’s, near Edinburgh, said, ‘ It 
would be allowing him an unfair advantage to permit 
him to argue at all from the words of Scripture, until he 
had proved it to be the Word of God, which I (the . 
priest) asserted it was impossible for him to do on any 
but (Roman) Catholic grounds; and that I was hence 
entitled to ask him, as if I had been an Infidel, to prove, 
in the first instance, the divine inspiration of the Serip- 
tures.” In other words, the advocates of the Papacy 
calmly and unblushingly tell us, that they will argue us 
out of the Scriptures, “‘ as if they were Infidels.” 

But further, to make room for an infallible head to 
his church, the Romish advocate more at length takes 
up the very position of the Infidel. ‘The Infallible 
Witness,” he says, “is not a book, which can carry 
with it no authority, until I am satisfied that it is 
divinely inspired, faithfully translated, and that I under- 
stand its true sense—questions replete with difficulties 
for the most learned, and impossible of solution for 


nine-tenths of the human race.” In other words, God 
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has not succeeded in making his meaning plain. He 
who spake as never man did, requires to be illustrated or 
authenticated by modern Romanists. His words are 
not true when he says, ‘If any man will do the will 
of my heavenly Father, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God.” His servant was in error when 
he wrote, “‘ Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by 
the Spirit which he hath given us.” 

Besides these two antagonists of God’s truth, Infi- 
delity and Popery, we have mentioned a third, Ration- 
alism or Germanism; and that form of unbelief, after 
having sapped the foundations of religion on the con- 
tinent, is at length influencing the religion of our island, 
in no measured degree. The following extracts will 
exhibit its antagonism to the truth of God :— 

Bibliolatry is “‘the British form of idolatry,” accord- 
ing to F. W. Newman, in his work “ The Soul and her 
Sorrows.” ‘ Among ourselves,” he says, “ Bibliolatry 
makes pretensions so haughty, of being alone pure, 
alone pious, alone spiritual, alone infallible, that I feel 
it a duty to encounter the pain of exposing the erroneous 
foundations of men, many of whom, as individuals, I 
honour, esteem, and love, as the excellent of the earth.” 
He calls what he stigmatizes as the worship of the 
Bible ‘“‘ modern heathenism,” and tells us that “‘ what 
God reveals to us, he reveals within, through the medium 


of our moral and spiritual senses.” God may have 
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magnified his Word above all his name—prophets, 
apostles, nay, the Son of God himself may have appealed 
to it as the final arbiter; but this author, in the genuine 
spirit of the Infidel or the Romanist, disowns its supre- 
macy as the “modern heathenism,” fit only to be re- 
pudiated by man. ) 

But these errors thrive luxuriantly in the hearts of 
men, even in our sober Jand. What Mr F. W. New- 
man enounces with some caution, Ralph Waldo Emerson | 
puts forth with singular boldness. He asserts that ‘ our 
colossal theologies of Judaism, Christism, Buddhism, 
Mahometism, are the necessary and structural action 
of the human mind.” That is, he places the truth of 
God in the same class with the grossness of heathenism, 
as a product of man’s mind; and thus by implication he 
discards or offensively degrades the revelation of the 
mind of God. This reckless author speaks as if man 
himself knew all that can purify or ennoble the soul. 
The inner light is what he glories in; and all who know 
the simple meaning of the Word of God, may see that 
he and thousands in our day have made a god of self— 
the Hegelian Mz—and have bowed down to worship a 
thing so very degraded. 

It is to this class, advocating the Rationalistic phase of 
Infidelity, that Dr Scherer’s opinions belong ; and against 
them, in that character, Dr M. D’Aubigné reasons with 
great tact, and power, and conclusiveness, in the Dis- 
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courses which are here translated. They are now laid 
before the public—and especially the young, and the 
intelligent, but inexperienced—as an antidote to the un- 
speakable crudities of the Rationalistic school. D’Au- 
bigné’s discourses appear to us a model for all contro- 
versialists. Without one particle of acrimony towards 
the erring —nay, with a large-hearted affection for 
them—he is yet strenuous and uncompromising in de- 
fence of the truth. The author clearly sees that it is 
not a controversy regarding some secondary point, some 
mere shade of difference, that has been raised. On the 
contrary, it touches all that is vital and essential in 
truth. Have we a revelation, or have we not? Is 
God’s mind known to man, or is it not? Does the 
Spirit of God teach, or have we only the suggestions 
of our own souls—the inner light—the inspiration 
which springs from earth instead of coming from above ? 
These are the questions which are disposed of here by 
a master in Israel—a divine, as large and liberal in his 
views, as he is genial in his affections. The mind of 
antiquity, the testimony of the men whom God has most 
signally honoured in his church, and the light which his- 
tory throws upon the question which the author dis- 
cusses, are all brought to bear upon the subject; and, 
could our words reach the candidates for the ministry in 
this island, we should ask them, every one apart, to read, 


mark, and inwardly digest the facts and arguments of Dr 
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M. D’Aubigné. They furnish a brief manual for the con- 
troversy against Popery, or against spurious Catholicism 
on the one hand, and spurious Spiritualism on the 
other. In brief, we think that these Discourses may 
be read for edification by the devout, for instruction by 
the student of history, and for arguments by those 
who would defend the truth against its assailants, 
whether they are found among Romanists or Neo- 
logians. 

In no respect are the views of Dr D’Aubigné more 
clearly brought out, or more satisfactory to the believer 
in Christ, than as regards the conviction wrought in 
the mind of the humble inquirer that the Scriptures 
are from God, by their felt application to the wants 
and condition of the soul. Again and again he returns 
to that subject, and his views regarding it—so simple, 
yetso deep-reaching—stand in instructive contrast with 
the efforts of Romish Infidelity to show that no one 
can know the doctrine to be from God without the 
authority of the church. In this point of view, the 
author’s reasoning is a death-blow to the whole Papal 
system. This, indeed, is what signalizes these Dis- 
courses. They put the Scriptures where they should be 
—the church where it should be—and man where 
he should be. Historically, logically, and experi- 
mentally, the claims of Popery are disproved, and a 


new breastwork is thrown up against its subtle aggres- 
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sions. It is in this point of view that we earnestly 
commend this little volume to the study of the friends 
of truth. <A fine equipoise is preserved between the 
objective and the subjective in religion ; and were the 
minds of men deeply imbued with the truths and prin- 
ciples which are contained in these Discourses, our 
fears for the Church’s future might be fewer than they 
are. 


Ws ais 
Epinzporeu, Mebruary 1851. 


*..* Regarding the translation, it may be said, that, 
owing to the idiomatic, and sometimes almost colloquial, 
style of portions of the Discourses, it -was not easy to 
render some passages so literally as has been aimed at 
throughout. 
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PREFACE. 


Wirnovt wishing to exaggerate the importance of the 
transactions to which these Discourses relate, one may — 
yet venture to say, that they already hold a place in 
the history of French Protestantism. It is that which 
induces me to publish, as documents, these leaves, pre- 
pared for a limited auditory, and which, without that 
consideration, I would certainly have hesitated to sub- 
mit to a more extended public through the press. I have 
desired to fulfil a duty, in making known my opinion 
upon what I regard as a cardinal point in the discus- 
sion—the divine authority of Scripture; but, I do not 
believe that I am called upon to throw myself into the 
whole range of the controversy. 

These Discourses are essentially a testimony rendered 
by aChristian to the Scriptures which he loves—in which 
he has a confidence full of veneration—and which he be- 
lieves it his duty to obey. It is as a testimony that I 
publish them. If it be necessary to confess Christ, it 
is necessary also to confess his Word. 

As to the date of this publication, that has been de- 
termined by the rule which I proposed to myself— 
namely, not to take the first step in this affair, without 


also, if I saw it to be my duty, taking the second. Thus, 
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though I had been asked to speak on the authority of 
the Scriptures, in some public meetings, immediately 
after this question had become the object of general 
attention in Geneva, I refused. But, when a public 
course of instruction had been commenced upon this 
subject, in a sense opposed to mine, I believed it to be my 
duty also to devote one or two meetings to the matter. 
I stopt there, however, and did not consent to print 
the Discourses which I had delivered. <A letter, which 
had been addressed to me in November, haying, since 
that time, been published in the Courant of June, with 
another letter to a friend, I think it proper to enter now 
upon the path which has thus been cleared for me by 
an honourable adversary,—one whom it had been far 
more pleasant for me to address as a colleague and a 
friend. | 

But I have no design to enter farther into the sub- 
ject. Of all the professors in the Theological Seminary, 
I am the one in whose department such discussions 
are most out of place, seeing that my sphere is his- 
torical and practical theology. They belong rather to 
the province of my colleagues who are charged with 
critical, exegetical, and dogmatic divinity. Farther, 
except in extraordinary circumstances, I will not re- 
sume my pen upon this subject ; I have other works to 
finish, of which the responsibility presses heavily upon 
me. 

The first two Discourses were delivered on Sabbaths 
the 17th and 24th of March, in some special services 
of the Evangelical Church of Geneva; the third on the 
26th of June, in the General Assembly of the Evan- 
gclical Society, where the author was called to preside. 


PREFACE. 3 


May God employ them to confirm some of his chil- 
dren ! 
GENEVA, July 1850. 


P.S.—About a month after having written these 
lines, on my return from a journey among the moun- 
tains of Switzerland, I read in the Rerue de Theologie, 
p. 55, an allegation, signed Edmond Scherer, concern- 
ing the delay which has occurred in the publication of 
these Discourses, which appears to me to be scarcely ami- 
able, and which, consequently, does not remind me of 
my former colleague. I have no right to expect any 
thing from his fellow-labourers, to whom I am almost 
a stranger; but, from him I do expect something. 
The most mournful results of our controversies are 
those chillings of affection which they occasion. May 
God preserve us from these in the present! As far as 
I am concerned, I cannot pledge myself that no rash 
word shall involuntarily escape from me :—“ If any man 
offend not in word, the same is a perfect man.” But, 
what I can say is, that I love the person of him whom 
we haye lost, and esteem his character, even while de- 
ploring his errors. I hope that the heat of controversy 
will not disturb this true affection. If we love only those 
with whom we are in harmony, what thank have we ? 


August. 
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THE 


AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


DISCOURSE I. 
THE TESTIMONY OF GOD. 


My Breturen,—As the basis of this discourse, we shall 
submit three sayings of the Lord, which are quoted in 
the fourth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew :— 

The first saying you read in the fourth verse, in these 
words—“* I is written.” 

The second saying you read in the seventh verse, in 
these words—‘“‘ Jt is written.” | 

The third saying you read in the tenth verse, in these 
words—“‘ Jt is written.” 

The Lord is coming from being baptized ; the heavens 
are opened; the Spirit of God has come upon him; a 
voice has said—‘‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ;” his ministry is about to commence—he is 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness—he is there tempted. 
by the devil. The church should be attentive to the 
manner in which her Divine Chief is going to repel 
the enemy. What is the first weapon which we must 
employ in our struggles with the adversary? The Lord 
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replies—The Scripture. Do we return to the charge, 
and ask, What is the second? The Scripture. And 
the third? The Lord will reply —The Scripture. 

When we are called to combat an error, two dangers 
present themselves. The first is, not to have sufficient 
love for those who are deceived; the second, not to 
have sufficient decision against the error. I pray 
God to preserve me from both of these. There are ” 
some true and profound affections which resist even 
violent storms; they lie in the depths of the heart, and 
will never rise up from thence. For some time I have 
not ceased to feel that it is so. 

But, on the other hand, when the foundation of the 
faith of Christians is attacked—when young spirits, of 
whom the church loved to cherish pleasant hopes, fall into — 
the snare, allured by that novelty which has so many 
charms at twenty-one, and, alas! block up with their 
own hands the entry to their career, at the moment 
when they are about to commence it—when one beholds 
doctrines spreading, directly opposed to those which the 
Lord of Glory—He who brought truth to the earth— 
has taught, how can such things permit us to be mute? 
“ Ah!” said Calvin, within these very walls of Geneva, 
‘‘a dog bays loudly when any one attacks his master— 
and shall I be silent when one attacks my Lord and 
my God?” 

Yet, my brethren, I declare that Iam not now to 
occupy myself either with any man, or with any parti- 
cular teaching. Without doubt, this assembly is for a 
special purpose ; yet my intention is not to contend with 
my adversaries, but to fortify the hearts of my friends. 
Do not forget that. The first of these tasks would be 
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painful—the second is full of pleasure. I am not about 
to speak to the church as a doctor, but as an elder, to 
warn the flock, and say to it, with John—The elder 
to those whom he loves in the truth. Walk in that 
which you have heard from the beginning. We speak 
before God, for your edification. 

*“‘ If there be any,” said Luther, “ who acknowledge 
that the evangelical writings are the Word of God him- 
self, we are ever ready to speak with them. But with 
those who deny that, we will not exchange a word. One 
should not argue with those who reject first principles— 
the essential foundations. Even Pagan philosophers have 
said, ‘Contra negantem prima principia non esse dis- 
putandum.’” Thus speaks Luther. I will obey that 
command, 

And in addressing myself to you who are assembled 
in this chapel, I would recollect, that to present the 
truth is the best means of preventing error. It may 
happen that some one may some day pretend that the 
sun does not give ight. That, and alas ! still worse, has 
been witnessed. But if that assertion were made in pre- 
_ sence of men by whom I was asked to prove the contrary, 
I would take them by the hand—I would conduct them 
out of the cave, where, by the light of a sepulchral 
lamp, the strange assertion had been made; I would 
show them the sun, “ like a strong man,” says the pro- 
phet, “ rejoicing to run his race,” and that would be all 
my demonstration. 


“ Le Nil a vu sur ses rivages 
Les noirs habitans des deserts 
Insulter, par leur cris sauvages, 
L’astre eclatant de l’univers. 
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Cris impuissants! fureurs bizarres! 
Tandis que ces monstres barbares 
Poussaient d’insolentes clameurs, 
Le Dieu, poursuivant sa carriere, 
Versait des torrents de lumiere 

Sur ces obscurs blasphemateurs.”’ 


We will not act otherwise when we treat of the Word 
of God. 

Attacked in all ages, attacked even now, the Holy 
Scriptures will continue to be so in the ages to come. 
But you know the symbol which our fathers loved—an 
anvil upon which three men caused the strokes of their 
hammer to fall, and around the anvil was this device— 


** Plus a me frapper on s’amuse, 
Tant plus de marteaux on y use.” 


Behold the history of the written Word of God! 

Fear not, then! If you found yourselves some day at 
the base of Mont Blanc, where that giant of mountains 
strikes his immovable foundations into the earth, and if 
you saw some little ants issuing from their hillock, 
labouring, scraping, picking, running, taking, one a blade 
of grass, another a grain of sand, would you believe 
that Mont Blane was about to be annihilated? and 
would you think that other little ants, like us, should 
make war upon their comrades to prevent our gigantic 
Alps from crumbling away? No, certainly. Well! 
Combine the efforts of all the men in every place and 
at all times, who have attacked the Word of God— 
they have not accomplished more than that. I am 
wrong. They have accomplished less. The Holy 
Scripture, when it feels the nibbling of men, does not 
run even the danger to which Mont Blanc is exposed 
when an ant attacks it. Jesus Christ has not merely 
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said, “ Mont Blanc shall pass away ;” but he has de- 
clared, ‘‘ The earth—the earth with its loftiest moun- 
tains—the earth and the heavens shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away.” 

But if these things be so, why is my mouth opened 
among you? I have no fear for the Scripture of God, 
but I do fear for many souls, who are prone to be led into 
error. I know that when a revival has lasted for a gene- 
ration—which is the case with ours—we then often see 
it declining ; and that if the servants of the father of a 
household sleep, the enemy is pleased then to sow tares 
in the field. I perceive, in the present age, many evil 
tendencies, in harmony with those novel doctrines which 
oppose the authority of the Scripture of God. I think 
that if we wish to uphold the ‘house of God ”—the 
‘holy temple of the Lord ”—it is not enough to oppose 
those who wish to overthrow the walls, but it is neces- 
sary, in the very first place, to repel those who de- 
sire to remove the very rocks on’ which the Temple 
rests. Now, “ ye are built,” said Paul, “upon the 
foundation ot the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone.” 

The divine authority of the Scriptures and their 
inspiration are two distinct, but inseparable truths. 
The authority of the Scriptures proceeds from their 
inspiration, and their inspiration establishes their autho- 
rity, in the same manner as tempering produces steel, 
and steel is the result of tempering. If the authority 
perish, inspiration perishes; if, on the other hand, 
it be inspiration which is overthrown, the authority also 
disappears. The Scripture, without inspiration, is a 
cannon emptied of its charge. But have no fear! The 
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cannon will not allow itself to be discharged. Doctor 
Twesten has already remarked, that the authority and 
the inspiration of the Scriptures are so closely allied, 
that we cannot speak of one of these doctrines without 
speaking of the other. ‘‘ What we recognise as the 
inspired exhibition of a divine revelation, we ought also 
to receive as the Word of God—Aoyosg Ocov.” * 

Thus two methods present themselves to us. There 
is one mode of establishing the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures ; that is, to prove their divine authority: but there 
is also another mode of establishing the authority of the 
Scriptures ; that is, to show their divine inspiration. It 
is the first of these that I shall follow in these dis- 
courses. 

Let us see, then, what are the testimonies which we 
possess in favour of the divine authority of the Scrip- 
tures. 

These testimonies divide themselves into two classes. 
The one class comes from God, the other from man ; the 
one is from heaven, the other from the earth. 

I will address to you to-day something concerning the 
testimony of God, and if the Lord permit, next Lord’s 
day, concerning the testimony of men. I say something, 
for I do not propose to treat of this subject in all its ex- 
tent ; and according to my custom, I will view it more 
especially in an historical light. I shall thus be able to 
clear up two points of history upon which men have 
recently fallen into some palpable errors. 

If there ever were two important epochs for the 
Christian Church, and for all humanity, these are, first, 


* Twesten, at present Professor at Berlin. (Dogmatique I. 
p. 429.) 
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the epoch of the origin of Christianity; and, secondly, that 
of the Reformation. Now, what are the principles of 
these two epochs, as regards the divine authority of Holy 
Scripture? It is important for us to know this, and 
that the more, because it is precisely here that the two 
errors of which I speak have been committed. 

The error into which men have fallen regarding the 
era of the Reformation, I will tell you, if God permit, 
next Lord’s day. To-day, we have to do only with that 
error which relates to the commencement of Christianity. 
Here it is. 

The Bible, it has been said, is no longer an authority 
for the simple-minded believer ; the idea of inspiration 
which constitutes the sacred collection of the New Tes- 
tament, and which is its dignity, is one of the elements 
of Catholicism, which was insensibly developed in the 
ancient church. Men recur to the authority of an in- 
spired volume, as they recur to the authority of the 
Kpiscopate, and the magic virtue of the Sacraments. 
Biblicism is the scourge of the church.* It appears 
to have been the necessity of finding an opponent to the 
Gnostic sect, which led to the invention of the authority 
of Scripture. Behold the first error ! 

There is, perhaps, no opinion more strange than that 
which regards the authority of the Holy Scripture as 
belonging to Catholicism. 

Catholicism, every one knows, consists precisely in 

* Such sentiments are becoming rife in our own land. ‘“‘ Bibli- 
olatry is the British form of idolatry—one nation has been educated 
to believe the infallibility of a book, another of a church.” These 
and similar sentiments are scattered through Newman’s work, The 


Soul, her Sorrows and her Aspirations, which forms one of a class 
the most intensely infidel and deleterious of our day.—TR. 
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putting the human authority of the church above the 
divine authority of the Scriptures. To say that it was 
Catholicism which originated the authority of Scripture, 
which is contrary to it, is as if one would say that it 
was the Reformation of the sixteenth century which 
produced the Papacy. 

This error, opposed as it is to the very nature of these 
institutions, is not less opposed to history. We shall 
see that next Lord’s day, in regard to the testimony of 
men. To-day I shall present the testimony rendered by 
God to the authority of Holy Scripture, and rendered 
long before Catholicism existed. That testimony is two- 
fold. There is— 

I. The testimony of the Son. 

II. The testimony of the Holy Spirit. 

These two testimonies are very different in their na- 
ture. The testimony of the Son, being rendered by the 
Word, is mainly * exterior. The testimony of the Holy 
Spirit, being rendered by the Spirit, is mainly * internal. 
But these two testimonies, although distinct, constitute 
radically only one—they both originate in the Father. 
The Father, whom no one has seen, nor can see, has 
been manifested on earth, first by the Son, and then by 
the Holy Spirit. Now, the Father has been pleased to 
make each of these grand manifestations of his divinity 
testify on behalf of Scripture. 

I begin with the testimony of the Son. 


I. I am about to narrate historically to you what the 
Lord Jesus Christ has taught regarding the divine autho- 
rity of Scripture. 

* Surtout, Above all, especially, chiefly, primarily.—Tr. 
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Allow me, first, to remove an objection which some 
among you will perhaps be disposed to offer. There is 
a petitio principri in your method, some one will say— 
you move in a vicious circle. You cannot employ the 
authority of Jesus Christ to prove the authority of 
Scripture. 

I might content myself with one answer to this ob- 
jection ; but I will produce three, and then proceed with 
our subject. 

Here is the first :-— 

Some have pretended (as you have heard) that the 
divine authority of the Scriptures was a doctrine of 
Catholicism, invented against Gnosticism in the second 
century. To exhibit the falseness of this assertion, I 
prove that this doctrine was established from the time 
of the ministry of our Lord, and by the Son of God 
himself. Is not that to proceed logically ! 

Here is the second reply :— 

We are endeavouring to ascertain what is the teach- 
ing of Christianity as to the authority which a man 
must admit in order to be a Christian. Well! Where 
‘shall I learn the doctrine of Christianity, if it be not in 
the lessons of Jesus and his apostles? Do you wish 
me to ascertain it from Buddha or Socinus? Observe 
this well; a man may not be an evangelical Christian ; 
I grant to every one the right ; he may be a mystic, a 
rationalist, a deist, a Roman Catholic, or even a Mo- 
hammedan, but he cannot be a disciple of Jesus Christ, 
except in so far as he receives the lessons of Christ. 
When did any one ever pretend to be the disciple of him 
whose instructions he combats?) What! Tycho Brahe 
a disciple of Copernicus? If, then, you, my brethren, 
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be determined to be disciples of Jesus Christ rather than 
of Socinus, of the Pope, or of Mohammed, I will tell 
you what Christ teaches. 

Here is my third reply :— 

It will not even be necessary for my argument to ad- 
mit at the outset the divine authority and inspiration of 
the Scriptures. If you choose, consider the Holy Scrip- 
ture, in the first instance, simply as an historical testi- 
mony. Itis evident, even according to a purely historical 
process, that Jesus Christ and his apostles believed in the 
divine authority of the Scriptures, and gave their testi- 
mony to them. Now, I recognise in Jesus Christ and 
the apostles witnesses so holy, so truthful, so worthy of 
confidence, that if I choose to challenge their sayings, I 
must challenge many other authorities which are univer- 
sally admitted. There would no longer be for me, in 
the best accredited documents of history—neither in 
Cesar, nor in Comines, nor elsewhere, an historical tes- 
timony which had any value. There is not here, then, 
any petitio principiit. On the contrary, I proceed as 
in mathematics. I make use of a granted proposi- 
tion—namely, the honesty of the testimony of Jesus 
Christ and his apostles—to establish another proposition 
which flows necessarily from that—namely, the divinity 
of the testimony. There is here geometrical precision. 
These three remarks being made, let us now proceed; 

Faith is the essence of Christianity. We must believe, 
in order to enjoy eternal life. But in order to believe 
we must have testimony. ‘ How will they believe on 
him of whom they have not heard?” This is true 
of every kind of faith. It is only by faith that you 
know that Cesar, Alexander, and all the heroes and 
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nations of antiquity existed; you have never seen 
them, but you have for your belief the testimony of 
annalists and historians. Nay, it is only by testimony 
that you know that you have elder brothers and sisters, a 
father and a mother ; it is upon the evidence of these bro- 
thers, of that father, of that mother, that you believe it. 

With stronger reason still, we need evidence when we 
treat of things which “no man hath seen nor can see.” 

We need evidence ; for it is not possible to believe 
when nothing is presented to our faith—as well say that 
one could eat without having any food—or that one could 
know a distant country, the Indies or Tahiti, without 
the testimony of geographers and voyagers. That is not 
done except in dreams, and dreams do not save. LEvi- 
dence is the primary matter, without which faith cannot 
exist. 

But, moreover, when it is divine things that we at- 
tempt to know by faith, there is need of a testimony 
which is altogether peculiar. It is not the testimony of 
men that we need in that case, even though they were 
religious heroes. We know how our fellow-mortals are 


deceived as regards earthly things, so that we have no 


desire to trust ourselves to them concerning the things 
of heaven. We must have a revelation which comes 
from God, and it is necessary that the setting forth of 
that revelation in the Scripture should also come from 
God. If God has given us a revelation, it is needful 
that he should make sure that it reach us pure, without 
blemishes, without error, such as he gave it. Without 
that, what purpose would it serve to us ? 

You know, perhaps, my brethren, that very learned 
men in our day have pretended, right or wrong, that 
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the celebrated historians of Rome, Titus Livy, and 
the rest, were deceived in the writings which they have 
left us.* 3 

These modern scholars believe, for example, that 
Romulus and Remus never existed, but are simply a 
primitive duality ; and that the rape of the Sabines is 
only a nuptial song, where Hymen and War are blended. 
All that is possible ; since it is the property of man to 
be deceived. Humanum est errare. One might be in 
favour of these discoveries. Though we lose the kings 
of Rome, no great injury is suffered. 

But it is quite otherwise with the subject which occu- 
pies us now. If we lose the true Christ, we shall lose all. 
Now, we lose him, if we lose the purity, the infallibility 
of the evidence which reveals him to us. Men believe - 
they are attacking only the Bible, but Jesus Christ 
himself is assailed along with it. If we overthrow a 
table, all that is upon it falls at the same moment. 
What? In giving us Christ, would God abandon the 
revelation of him and of his redemption to the mind 
of men, fallible and full of prejudices? Would he 
not impart to them a guidance which would preserve 
them from error? He would! and for divine things we 
accordingly have the testimony of God. The Scrip- 
ture itself clearly draws the distinction between the 
two kinds of evidence. “ If we receive the witness of 
men,” it says, ‘“‘ the witness of God is greater ; for this is 
the witness of God, which he hath testified of his Son.” t 

It is that testimony of God which is now attacked. 
“ The Bible,” men say, “is no longer an authority.” 


* See, among others, L’ Histoire Romaine, par Michelet, 
+ 1 John vy. 9. ; 
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We enrol ourselves against that assertion ; but before 
combating it, let us state our opinion. 

Faith is not produced in an individual, and the 
church is not created in the world, simply by the agency 
of the Holy Scriptures—they are produced by the 
word of God, and by the grace of the Spirit. These 
two agents have always been intimately allied, and the 
one has never produced faith without the other. Christ, 
in passing through the world, left us the Word—Christ, | 
in sitting down at the right hand of God in heaven, 
sent to us the Spirit. Wherever these two powers 
operate, a child of God is found, and the church of 
God is born. 

But, my brethren, it appears that these two agents 
are destined to see themselves successively denied. The 
two or three generations which have preceded us, in 
permitting Scpipture, up to a certain point, to exist, 
have utterly denied the Holy Spirit. When we were 
taught the Catechism, and even theology, it appeared, 
according to the system which was expounded to us, 
that the Holy Spirit existed only for the apostles ; that 
_he finished his work on the day of Pentecost, and that 
after that he retired to heaven. The revival of the nine- 
teenth century has combated that withering theory. As 
a work of the Holy Spirit, the revival has yielded glory 
to Him, and loudly proclaimed, that “ except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.” 

At present, it is to the other extreme that men have 
rushed ; they grant the existence of the Spirit, but they 
deny the Scripture. Will this pretext prove better 
founded than the other? May God forbid. Not merely 

B 


18 THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


must we preserve the Scripture as well as the Spirit, 
but, moreover, it is the Scripture which is the supreme 
authority. No doubt, it cannot create faith without 
the Holy Spirit. But, since the death of the apostles, 
the Scripture alone, of all that is on the earth, can tell 
us the true doctrine of the Lord ; it alone can prevent 
that doctrine from being falsified by the erring men 
who are charged with teaching it. | 

When the Son of God was teaching here below, as the 
grand and only prophet of the people of God, where did 
he instruct his disciples to seek and to find the lessons 
of God? Was it in internal illuminations, indepen- 
dent of Scripture, as the Essenes did? or in traditions, 
in a lifeless orthodoxy, and external worship, like the 
Pharisees? or in negations, in unbelieving reason, and 
pretended lights, like the Sadducees? No, assuredly ; 
it was elsewhere—it was in the writings of Moses and 
the Prophets—in the oracles which for so many ages had 
animated the elite of Israel with faith, and the expecta- 
tion of Him who was to be the comforter of his people. 
Christ honoured the Scriptures; he explained them ; 
he employed them as the Word of God himself, as the 
sovereign authority; and he, moreover, taught his 
church that she should render the same honour, the 
same obedience, to the writings of his own disciples—to 
the books of the New Testament, in which his Spirit 
was to embody his definitive and everlasting lessons. 

Yes, if there be doctors who endeavour to estrange 
us from the Scriptures, the Doctor, par eacellence—He 
“who knew all things,” Jesus Christ—continually guides 
us back to them. Ask Him who said, “I am the truth’ — 
Him who, amid the angels of heaven, is. called the 
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Jaithful and the true—ask Him, What is the rule of our 
faith and of our life? What is the authority in the 
church? He will evermore reply, The Scripture, the 
Scripture. 

Thus, confronted with the teaching of the nineteenth 
century, whose bold assertions originally came from 
beyond the Rhine, I present to you the teaching of the 
first century. Which should you believe? Will you 
believe man rather than Jesus Christ? “I speak as to 
wise men ; judge ye what I say.” 

Let us approach, then, the school of Jesus Christ, and 
listen to what he says concerning the Scriptures. - 

Why does the Lord descend from the heavens and come 
to earth? ‘* To seek and to save the lost.” But what 
plan does he adopt to accomplish that? He tells us, 
“Tam come to fulfil the law and the prophets,” that 
is to say, the Scripiures.* 

Who would not be filled with adoration in beholding 
the only Son of the Father becoming man, submit- 
ting himself with a care which one might call precise, 


_ to all the declarations of the Holy Spirit speaking by 
holy men of God,t and thus furnishing a grand ex- 


ample which should be followed by his disciples, even 
till the end of time? 

As ason holds in his hands his father’s directions for 
his journey, and never diverges from them, the Son of 
God is so full of respect for the Scriptures, that not 
merely the more conspicuous of his actions, but even 
those which appear of small moment, have always this 
for their object, to fulfil the Scriptures. If Jesus goes 
to sojourn at Capernaum, it is with the design, says 

* Matt. vy. 17. 1 a ret, 1. ol, 
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Matthew (iv. 14), “ That it might be fulfilled ewhich 
was spoken by Hsaias the prophet.” If he reads in 
the synagogue the words of Isaiah, where the prophet 
speaks of “‘ Him who heals the broken-hearted,” Jesus 
shuts the book and says, ‘‘ This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears.’* If he causes them to take the 
ass of Bethphage, it is to fu/fil the Scripture of Zecha- 
riah concerning the King who was full of meekness.t If 
he cries “ I am athirst,” it is that “the Scripture might 
be fulfilled.”{ And if a spear is thrust into his side, it 
is because Zechariah the prophet had seen and an- 
nounced it in the Scriptures.§ One might call the 
Lord’s life a fulfilment of the Scriptures. He did all 
that the Scriptures had prescribed. He kept them with 
care, and his disciples kept them along with him. 

But, more than this. It was in the Scriptures that 
the Lord caused his disciples to read his history. ‘* Then 
having begun at Moses,” says Luke, ‘and all the pro- 
phets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.” || He insisted that to believe 
the Scriptures was enough for comprehending all that 
related tohim. ‘O fools,” said he, ‘‘ and slow of heart to 
believe all the things which the prophets have spoken.” { 
And if by his Spirit he opened the understanding of his 
disciples, it was that “they might understand the Serzp- 
tures.”** If the Scriptures were at first his Itinerary, 
they are now his Manual. It is from that written testi- 
mony that He who is Eternal Wisdom derives his own 
lessons. 

* Luke iy. 2]. + Matt. xxi. 4, + John xix. 28. 


§ John xix. 34. || Luke xxiv. 27. “| Luke xxiv. 25. 
** Luke xxiv. 45. 
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But, more still. The Lord establishes the perfect suf- 
ficiency of the testimony of the Scriptures to confer eter- 
nal life. He wishes us to believe upon their authority— 
“Search the Scriptures,” said he, “ for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of 
me. * And when, in his sublime teachings, he trans- 
ports us into the invisible world, wishing to impart to 
men a striking, lesson, he informs us, through that 
father Abraham into whose bosom the angels carry poor 
Lazarus—“ They have Moses and the prophets ; let them 
hear them. ..... If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead.” f 

But, more still. The Lord proves that absolute and 
eternal truth is found in the Scriptures, and that i¢ 
will never be contradicted —“ The Scriptures cannot be 
broken.”{ He insists upon it, that “not a single jot, 
not a single tittle of that Scripture shall ever pass away.” 
Returning to the charge, he exclaims—“ It is more easy 
for heayen and earth to pass, than for one tittle of the law 
to fail.”§ And he does not assert that merely of the 
words of the Old Testament, but moreover of those of 
the New—“ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away.” || 

But, more still. The Lord has recourse to the Scrip- 
tures to prove the doctrine which he teaches. If he is 
employed in establishing the fact that, though rejected, 
he is still the Foundation-stone of salvation, and the Head 
of the Church, he says—‘ Have ye not read in the 
Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the 


* John v. 39, + Luke xvi. 29-31]. + John x. 35, 
§ Luke xvi. 17; Matt. v. 18. || Matt. xxiv. 35, 
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same Is become the head of the corner: this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ?”* 

And when the Lord would convince heretics, when 
he would demonstrate the resurrection against the un- 
believing Sadducees, to what authority does he appeal? 
To the Scriptures—‘‘ Have you not read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” f 

Yes, this rule of Scripture held so high an authority 
in the eyes of Jesus, that he who was the Truth, who 
was God himself, was not ashamed to prove his own 
doctrine by Scripture. 

But, more still. The Lord declares that the fountain 
of error is neglect of the Scriptures. As the steps of ~ 
man become bewildered by the darkness when the sun 
disappears, his soul is bewildered when Scripture no 
longer enlightens it. ‘¢ You err,” said he to the Sad- 
ducees, “‘ not knowing the Scriptures.” t And when he 
wishes to justify the hosannas of the children, it is still 
to Scripture that he appeals—‘* Have you never read, 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast per- 
fected praise ?”§ 

Finally ; the Lord declares why he appeals without 
ceasing to the Scriptures; it is because God, the Holy 
Spirit, himself has spoken by their authors. ‘* How then 
does David in the Spirit (in the Spirit!) call Christ his 
Lord?” says Jesus in Matt. xxii. 43; and he repeats it 
in Mark—* David himself has said, by the Holy Spirit, 
Sit thou at my right hand.” 


* Matt. xxi, 42. + Matt. xxii. 31, 32. t Matt. xxii. 29,” 
§ Matt. xxi. 16, 
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_ Thus, it Jesus establishes the truth, it is by appealing 
to the testimony of God in Scripture. Behold the rule 
of the Christian brotherhood ; for, if any one should have 
known its nature, it was surely Jesus Christ himself. 
_ Can any one admit, after hearing this, that the authority 
of Scripture was invented by Catholics in later ages ; or, 

*“‘that biblicism is the scourge of the church?” Jesus 

Christ, who unceasingly appeals to the Bible, must, in 

that case, have been “‘ the scourge of the church,” or, at 

least, has introduced into the church what must become 

its scourge! Besides, we must remember, that this asser- 
tion regarding biblicism is not new. The popes for fifty 
years have searcely published a single bull, or an ency- 
clical letter, of which these words, “ biblicism is the 
scourge of the church” do not form the substance. 
Pius [X., two or three months ago, while he was send-~ 
ing forth another letter from Geneva, wrote from Portici 
to all the Italian Bishops an encyclical letter, of which 
this is the summary—‘“ Biblicism is the scourge of the 
church.” Yes, of the church of the Pope! That, at 
least, is true! 

It might suffice, my brethren, to have shown the 
testimony which the Son has given to the Bible and its 
authority. Some have said that the authority of Scrip- 
ture was an invention of Catholicism. Now, the Gnos- 
tics, on whose account they would have it invented, lived 
between the year 130 and the year 140, and the Lord 
teaches the divine authority of the Scriptures from the 
year 80 to the year 83. But, he is not alone. Whilst 
the writers who refute the Gnostics wrote, for the most 
part, about the year 180, the apostles teach this divine 
authority of the Scriptures from the year 40 to the year 
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60, In the two cases there is the trifling error of a 
century—that is worth being observed. 

In fact, the testimony of the Son is completed by 
that of the apostles. The evidence of the disciples has 
even a peculiar importance. A certain doctor, whose 
name I have forgotten, wished to weaken the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, by saying that the words uttered by 
the Lord still belonged to the old economy, and could 
decide nothing as to the essence ot the new. What! 
Did Christ, the head of the new economy—did Christ, — 
who began his ministry by “ preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God,’ and saying, “ the time is 
at hand”—still employ the forms of the old? He 
not an authority for the new! Christ not a Chris- 
tian! That were, doubtless, a strange discovery. But, 
suppose it possible that Jesus Christ did not, in fact, 
speak in the spirit of the new economy, the apostles, at 
least, must have done so. After the day of Pentecost 
the church was definitively inaugurated—we possess a 
perfect Christianity. Now, the testimonies in favour 
of the authority of the Scriptures are still more nume- 
rous after Pentecost than before. 

What did the apostle Peter, who, when he found 
himself among the disciples in the upper chamber, 
had said, “ This Scripture must needs have been ful- 
filled, which the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of David, 
spake before concerning Judas,”’* say, when he stood 
in Solomon’s porch, before all the astonished people? 
“Those things which God before had showed by the 
mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 
hath so fulfilled.” + At a subsequent time, what is the 

* Acts 1.16, + Acts iii, 18. 
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injunction of the same apostle, when, in his first epistle, 
he gives directions regarding the manner of acting in 
the church as stewards of the grace of God? “If any 
man speak,” says he, “let him speak as the oracles of 
God.” * This is thorough biblicism ! 

And Paul of Farsus; how does he act? When he 
was at Rome, did he speak against biblicism, like Pius 
VII., Gregory XVI., Pius IX., and others? Oh, no! 
He appeals to the Bible. Amid the Israelites assembled ©. 
in his house, he teaches them the things which refer to : 
Jesus, according to “the law of Moses and the pro- 
phets.”t This is biblicism! When he writes to Corinth, 
how does he express himself? ‘I delivered unto you, 
first of all, that which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures.” { This is 
biblicism ! 

But, it is chiefly in teaching Christian doctrines, it is 
when they labour to prove that Jesus is the Christ, that 
the apostles recur to the Scriptures. Paul is at Thessa- 
lonica! How does he act there? ‘‘ Paul, according to 
his custom,” says Luke, his companion, “ went in unto 
them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of 
the Scriptures ; opening and alleging that Christ must 
needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead ; 
and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ."§ 
This is biblicism ! 

But this is not the only case. Let us proceed to 
Corinth, and behold a man of great eloquence, who 
speaks in the assemblies. He is called Apollos. How 
does he act? ‘He mightily convinced the Jews, and 
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that publicly,” says Luke, “ showing by the Scriptures 
that Jesus was Christ.”* This is biblicism! 

But, with the example of biblicism, the apostles give 
precepts concerning it. Yes, my brethren, Paul declares, 
in his Epistle to the Romans, what is the use of the 
Scriptures. That use is—‘‘ To make wise unto salva- 
tion.” ‘Jor whatsoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning; that we, through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope.’ t+ And, 
when he teaches a doctor, Timothy, what does he say ? 
“But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned, and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is im Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.”{ And, why should the Scriptures be thus. 
employed in the church? Paul does not fail to an- 
nounce that to Timothy, and to us—“ AW Scripture,” 
he says, “is given by inspiration.” | 

All very true, some one will say, as to Peter and Paul, 
but the other disciples—James for example? James 
appeals in the same way to the authority of the Scrip- 
tures, saying, “‘ Think you that the Scripture speaks in 
vain?” § But John? John declares to us that the 
disciples had faith ‘in the Scriptures, and in the words ” 
which their Master had spoken.|| And it is “ by the 
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Scriptures,” according to him, that the disciples recog- 
nised Jesus as the Messiah. But Philip? Philip found 
Nathaniel, and said to him, ‘‘ We have found Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph, him of whom Moses has 
written in the law, and of whom also the prophets have 
written.” The authority of the Scriptures is so com- 
pletely the great fact recognised and proclaimed from 
the commencement of Christianity, that if any dis- 
ciples wished to subject oral teaching to the authority of 
the Scriptures, they are specially commended: ‘ These 
(Bereans) were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether these 
things were so.” * 

And if such be the authority of the ancient Scriptures 
for Peter, Paul, John, and, above all, for Jesus Christ 
himself, how great is the authority which we should 
attach to the new Scriptures which come from the 
apostles of the Lord? Can it be necessary to. obtain a 
third Testament to give evidence to the second, as we 
have a second to bear evidence to the first? Could 
the writings of Moses, of David, of Solomon, of Isaiah, 
of Amos, have greater authority for the founders of 
the kingdom of Ged, than the writings of these founders 
themselves should have for us who are members of that 
kingdom? If our father has recognised the authority of 
his father, we recognise it also ; but we recognise, above 
all, the authority of our own parent. Can it be true that 
the authority of the holy books of the Jews must be 
fully acknowledged by us, since it was so by Jesus 
Christ and by his apostles, but that the authority 
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of the holy books of the Christians may be contested ? 
In my view, this pretence would just reduce the Chris- 
tians to the level of the Jews. If any one wishes to 
become a Jew, let him; but we should be sorry for it. 
The opinion of those who recognise authority neither in 
the Old Testament nor the New is, without doubt, most 
dangerous ; but the opinion of those who (like some young 
Christians with whom we have conversed) candidly 
acknowledge the authority of the Old Testament as 
established in the New, yet reject that of the New it- 
self, is certainly most strange, and most illogical. 

The appeals to the writings of the Old Testament 
ought naturally to be more numerous in the New, than 
the appeals to the writings of the New itself. A 
jurisconsult called to give an opinion upon a question 
of law, cites the views of the Roman and other law- 
yers, and does not quote himself at all. As the New 
Testament did not exist in the days of Jesus, it is clear 
that he does not quote it—these are common truths 
which one is afraid to announce. But it was not alto- 
gether the same, even in the time of the apostles. As the 
New Testament began to appear, we find, in the apos- 
tolic writings, appeals to the books of the New Testa- 
ment itself. Thus the apostle Peter refers to that 
which his “ well-beloved brother, Paul, had written in 
his epistles ;’ epistles which he puts in the same rank as 
“the Scriptures,” saying, “as also the other Scriptures.” 
An attentive study of the New Testament enables us to 
discover there many quotations from the New Testa- 
ment itself. I will quote to you only a single example. 
We read in the epistle of Jude, ‘“‘ But, beloved, remem- 
ber ye the words which were spoken before of the 
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apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ ; how that they told 
you there should be mockers in the last time, who 
should walk after their own ungodly lusts.”* Now 
the word rendered “ mocker,” éuramrns, is found 
only twice in the New Testament—here in Jude, and 
again in an epistle from an apostle of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And who is that apostle? Is it Paul, John, 
James? No. Isit Peter? Yes. And to which of 
the two epistles of Peter does it relate? To that admir- 
able second epistle of Peter, which supplies so beautiful 
a testimony to the inspiration of the Bible, and which 
some now audaciously reject from the sacred collection. 
“ Know that in the last days,” it is there said, “ there 
shall come scoffers, walking after their own lusts.” T 
There is more still; the authors of the New Testament 
themselves declare that the design of their writings is 
to serve as a foundation for the faith of Christians. 
Thus John says,{ “ These things are writien, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name.” And Luke zrites,} “That ye may know 
the certainty (the firmness, the proper infallibility) || 
of the things wherein thou hast been instructed.” 

Ah! if we acknowledge the authority of the Word of 
the Old Testament, with greater reason should we re- 
cognise the authority of the Word of the New. Is not 
the Old Testament presented to us as a pedagogy, a pre- 
paratory school? Are we not told that the old cove- 
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nant “‘ waxed old, and was ready to vanish away ?”* 
And should not the writings of the definitive Testament 
possess an authority as great, at least, as those of the pre- 
paratory Testament? Should that which vanishes away 
possess more force than that which shall not vanish for 
ever ? 

It is Christ that has ransomed us from ignorance, 
and delivered us from error—those sad companions of 
sin! And now, when we desire to arrive at the certain 
and infallible knowledge of truth, should we not address 
ourselves, above all, to Christ, and to those who have 
explained and continued his work, and whose writings 
form the New Testament ? 

The counsel of God to redeem man began immediately 
after the fall. But for reasons known to God alone, 
perhaps because the world is subject to a law of pro- 
gression which God did not wish to suspend, there were 
successive degrees in the revelation of God. “It was like 
the shining light which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day ;” that is to say, up to the moment when 
He appeared, “in whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.”t The testimony of God, 
as ages rolled on, became, not more inspired, but 
more clear and perfect. Do we not know, even in 
human things, that a book of mathematics, or philo- 
sophy, or physics, gives the definite results of the science 
only at the conclusion—results, however, which we 
cannot well understand, except in so far as we have 
seized upon the elementary principles. And should 
these results, which terminate the matter so that there is 


* Heb. viii. 13, + Col. ii. 3. 


THE TESTIMONY OF GOD. 31 


no occasion to return to it, possess less authority for us 
than the first and imperfect elements ? 

The Old Testament contains nothing but truth, nothing 
but good ; but that truth and that good are adapted to an 
inferior religious culture, and are designed to guide man 
to a higher degree. There are things in the Old Testa- 
ment which are explained in the New—there are some 
which are completed—there are some which are modified 
—there are some which are abolished. The Old Testa~- 
ment contains the essential outlines of redemption ; but 
the completion of that which it prefigures is found only 
in the New. The one is a sketch; the other is the 
finished painting. The New Testament is the key of 
the Old. But shall the key be less adapted to introduce 
us to the full knowledge of the things of God than the 
lock was? Did the book which is explanatory, come 
less directly from God than the book to be explained? 

The New Testament, which announces to us essen- 
tially not the law, but the gospel, and which announces 
it not by images and prophecies more or less obscure, 
but with great fulness of light and brightness—the New 
Testament, which makes us acquainted with Him who 
is above all the prophets, the priests, and the kings of the 
old economy, Him “out of whose fulness we receive 
grace and truth ”—the New Testament, which not only 
lifts the veil which prevented the prophets from arriving 
at a clear view of the things which they announced, but 
moreover, explains some mysteries upon which silence 
had been kept from eternity *—the New Testament 
should obviously be the foundation, the rule, the tes- 
timony, the divine authority upon which Christian 
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knowledge reposes. It is the primary and essential 
source of evangelical truth; and if God himself be the 
rock whence the less transparent waters of the old 
economy gush, it would be illogical and anti-Christian to 
assign another origin to the pure and vivifying stream 
of the new revelation. The Old Testament resembles 
the first elevations of our Alps, where the soil is already 
firm, and the view extensive, but which are only like the 
round of a ladder to enable us to arrive at the lofty 
heights, entirely formed of living rock, and from which 
one embraces the immensity of the Creator’s works. In 
passing from the one to the other, you do not descend— 
you mount; you do not stand upon more uncertain foot- 
ing, but on a more solid resting-place. We have in the 
revelation of the New Testament Scriptures a more 
complete, more clear, more constraining message. 
Christ ‘ was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, | 
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more 
honour than the house.”* That is true of the writings 
of the two economies, as it is true of their Mediators. 
It is what the Lord himself would say when he pro- 
nounces this remarkable sentence—“ Among those that 
are born of women there is not a greater prophet than 
John the Baptist ; but he that is least in the kingdom 
of God is greater than he.” + Whether the words “the 
least” refer to the prophets, or to ordinary believers, this 
passage establishes the grand superiority of the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ. 

This superiority is now manifest ; and if there be any 
who demand a third testament to give evidence to the 
second, as there is a second to give evidence to the first, 
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we will present it to them. The signs, the wonders 
wrought by the authors of the New Testament, the pro- 
phecies which they uttered, and which are accomplished, 
the formation of the church, the establishment of Chris- 
tianity in the world—you who believe !—behold, if you 
desire it, a third Testament which vouches for the second! 
As to the signs of my apostleship, said Paul, “ Truly 
the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all 
patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.”* All 
show us that the Scriptures were given to man, during 
a creative period, when God immediately interposed by 
his sovereign power. The Spirit who, to give evidence to 
certain Jews, resuscitated Lazarus, did not stand afar off 
when it was needful to give testimony to all ages and 
all people. The same Spirit who brought the brother of 
Martha and Mary alive from the tomb, is also the Spirit 
who evoked from the limited understanding of fishermen 
and tax-gatherers of Judea, the eternal truths, unknown 
to Aristotle and Plato, which have been, which are, and 
which must for ever be, the sole luminary of mankind. 
The Scriptures are the permanent miracle, the only one 
which can be necessary for us. The others have passed 
away—this remains. We may try to explain it away, 
as some have wished to explain away the other miracleg 
of Jesus; but “‘blessed are they who believe!” One 
cannot even believe truly in Christ without believing 
the inspired Scriptures of God. ‘“ Faith in Christ,” says 
Tholuck, “includes confidence in the apostles. Christ,” 
he adds, ‘‘ would not be what he is, had he confided the 
germ of his heart, still so delicate, to hands which would 
have marred rather than developed it.” + 
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*‘ But the New Testament,” some say, “‘ does not pro- 
fess in any part to be inspired. There is not one of the 
authors of that collection who expresses the least pre- 
tension of that kind.” Strange sentiment! Ah, my 
brethren, we do not ask you to have any other opinion 
concerning the Scriptures of the New Testament than 
they who wrote them held. Only listen to them. If 
they preach the good news, it is, they say, ‘ with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,’* “ by the revela~ 
tion of Jesus Christ.”t If they give a commandment, 
it is in the name of the Holy Spirit—“ It seemed good to 
the Holy Ghost and to us.” { If they address a counsel, 
it is “by the Spirit of God.”§ If they know the 
mystery of Christ, it is because “it has been revealed 
unto them by the Spirit.” || [f they speak of things which 
are not shown to the heart of man, it is because the 
Spirit who searches the deep things of God has revealed 
them to them. 7 If. they speak, in particular, of the 
resurrection, itis ‘‘by the word of the Lord.”** If they 
are roused against those who reject their instructions, it 
is because in doing that, they do not reject man alone, 
“but God who has given them the Holy Spirit.” tt 

And let us not forget, that when Paul said that “ all 
Scripture is inspired by God,” it was in the last of his 

epistles that he did it, at a time when his other writings, 
~ and those of many of his companions in labour, were al- 
ready added to the number of the “ Scriptures.”{{ More- 
over, according to some learned doctors, that passage 
applies to the New Testament as well as to the Old. 

* repeat it—Let us hold no opinion regarding the 
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Scriptures of the New Testament other than that of 
the apostles themselves. 

“The only means of clearly understanding the Scrip - 
tures,” said the learned Olshausen, “is to study the 
manner in which inspired men themselves understood 
them. To despise that key, is to withdraw men from 
the living fountain of salvation.” * 

It is the Holy Spirit who decides the mission of the 
apostle Paul; it is the Holy Spirit who withholds him 
from places where he must not preach the gospel—from 
Mysia and Bithynia ;+ it is that Spirit who leads him 
to the place where he ought to preach.{ And will that 
Spirit, who directs the least of his steps—who makes him 
take the path to the right rather than that to the left— 
abandon him to himself when it is necessary to guard 
him against error, and lead him in the truth—when his 
duty is to write the holy letters which must, even 
to the end of time, “make men wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Jesus Christ ?” 

The disciples, the propagators ot the new economy, 
are not merely apostles, they are often declared to be 
apostles and prophets. If they were prophets, then 
they were inspired men ; and that means, that those 
men spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

The promise and the word of the Master, could never 
prove to be vain. The Lord, in many a repetition, had 
promised the Holy Spirit to the apostles, not merely as to 
ordinary disciples, but in the prospect of thei commis- 
sion, and as his ambassadors. An intimate connection 
exists between the commission of the apostles and the 
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possession of the Spirit—all the occasions on which 
that Spirit is promised make that manifest. 

The Lord, for the first time, is going to send out the 
twelve, and invest them with authority. What does he 
say at that juncture? That “it is not they who speak, 
but the Spirit of their Father who shall speak in 
them.” * 

The Lord, before his death, assembles his witnesses, 
to whom alone he then speaks, and in view of the charge 
which he gives them, he promises them another Help 
and Defender, ‘‘ the Holy Spirit, who shall be in them.” 
The Holy Spirit is not only to recall to the messengers 
the instructions of the Master (which the Holy Spirit 
could do in ordinary ways), but he is moreover to com- 
plete these lessons, which indicates a special interven- 
tion. He will guide the apostles “into all truth,” even 
into the truths which they could not “ bear,” or com- 
prehend at that time.{ This manifestation of new truths 
by the Holy Spirit, evidently forms no part of the ordi- 
nary work which that Spirit accomplishes in the faith- 
ful. If the Lord were pleased to reveal mez truths in 
our day, the interposition by which he accomplished that 
would be regarded as miraculous. Jesus adds, that this 
Spirit shall not speak “ of himself,” and much less would 
he speak from the resources peculiar to man. No, “he 
will take of that which is Christ’s,” or, which is the same 
thing, of the fulness of the Father; for “all that the 
Father hath are mine.”§ Behold how the Lord speaks to 
his apostles, when he prepares them for the charge which 
he gave them to perpetuate his work upon the earth! 
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And when, after his resurrection, the Lord says to 
his messengers, ‘“‘ As my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you”—when he adds, ‘“‘ Whose soever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them ”—what does he do, 
in conferring upon them that mission, and these extra- 
-rdinary powers? He breathes upon them, as the symbol 
of the Spirit which they should receive, and says to 
them, ‘‘ Receive the Holy Ghost.” * 

Finally, when Jesus gives a commission to his apostles 
to be his witnesses among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem, he commands them to wait till they should “ be 
endued with power from on high.”t And elsewhere,{ 
we find the same charge united with the same promise. 

Thus the charge of the apostles, and the gift of the 
Spirit bestowed upon them, are every where found in 
the most intimate relation. ; 

What! shall that Spirit, promised by the Master, 
in truth inspire the apostles when they speak to some 
Jews of Lystra, of Iconium, or some other village of 
Asia or of Greece—and shall he cease to inspire 
them when they compose their writings, which were. 
to constitute the instruction of all ages? What the 
apostles said must have been the voice of God to their 
hearers, and shall what they wrote not be the voice of 
God to us ? 

Thus, my brethren, you see that if there be one prin- 
ciple in the world, which has been professed without 
interruption, and under many forms, first by Jesus. 
Christ, and then by his apostles, it is that which has 
become the basis of the renovated church, and which 
Luther and all the Protestants proclaimed at Smalecalde. 

* John xx. 21-23. . + Luke xxiv, 46-49. t Acts i. 4, 8, 
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“ Verbum Dei condit articulos Fidei, et preterea nemo, 
ne Angelus quidem.” * ‘The Word of God is the 
foundation of the articles of faith; besides it no man, 
not even an angel.” The subjective principle of the 
authority of the individual Christian, now put forward, 
under the name of the Holy Spirit, is the principle of 
licentiousness. ‘The Romish principle of the authority 
of the church is that of despotism; but the principle 
of the authority of the Scripture of God, established by 
Jesus Christ and by the apostles, is equally opposed to 
the licentious and the arbitrary, and should make order 
and liberty reign in the church. This principle will 
not occasion our fall into licentiousness like the first, for 
it establishes in the church a rule which is inflexible and 
immovable. It will not subject us to the blows of des- 
potism, like the second; for the rule which it prescribes 
we must necessarily receive into our hearts by free con- 
victions. There are two terms which are diversely com- 
bined in the question which engages us at present. These 
terms are authority and liberty. The system which we 
now combat wishes liberty without authority—the Romish 
system wishes authority without liberty ; the system of 
Jesus Christ admirably combines the two. It represses 
despotism on the one hand, and confusion on the other. 
Before its sovereign power the gates of hell are closed. 

This, doubtless, is not saying that the scriptural 
authority established by the Lord must banish every 
dispute. There will always be contests, as there will 
always be sects; the church must have freedom, for it 
must have life ; but this principle gives the church the 
means of closing with her adversaries. Were we to 
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establish the reign of pontifical despotism, would the 
church be at peace for that, as the Papists pretend ? 
No; for she would have to contend against freedom. 
Were we to admit the reign of personal authority, 
would the church be free for that, as the Rationalists 
pretend? No; for she would become the servant of 
some strong individuality, and, in every case, the slave 
of our degraded self. Liberty and order are never 
found united, except in the system of Jesus Christ. 
It is for that reason that it is destined for the healing 
of the nations. 

“Tf you wish to move through life without danger 
to your conscience,” said Luther, “abstain from specu- 
lating and prying into every question with your reason. 
Apart from his Word and his Son, no man finds God. 
You should learn to know God as the Holy Scriptures 
depict him.” 


II. We turned at the outset towards the Son, and 
have heard the testimony which he bears to the Scrip - 
tures. But, let us now turn towards the Holy Spirit, 
and ask what testimony He who is God with the 
Father and the Son, has rendered to that Word, which 
is preserved for us in the oracles of God. I know, my 
brethren, that this subject is difficult, I also know that 
some Protestants do not like to hear us speak of it; 
but, I do not hesitate to say, that, in my view, it pos- 
sesses great importance in the evangelical church, es- 
pecially for the faith of the young. Besides, if it be 
necessary to maintain the rights of Scripture, it is neces- 
sary, also, to uphold the rights of the Spirit. We must 
not sacrifice either the one or the other. Those who 
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attack the reign of the Scriptures, overthrow, by the 
same effort, the reign of the Spirit. We wish men to 
desire, and, above all, to possess, the Comforter, who 
formed the powerful principle of the apostolic brother- 
hood. We desire that, at this very hour, the Holy 
Spirit would grant us light, faith, prayerfulness, and life. 
If, on the one hand, we repel the audacious attempt of 
those who reject the authority of the Scriptures of God, 
—exclaiming, The Spirit! The Spirit ! we oppose, on 
the other, the withering doctrine of those who, while 
they respect the inspiration of the apostles, do not know 
that “no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghost.”* 

To discover the testimony which was rendered to the 
Word of God by the Holy Spirit, in the early ages of 
Christianity, I will ask you to accompany me into some 
towns of the East. 

Come, then, enter with me into this town of Philippi, 
in Macedonia, near which the battle took place which 
left the republican party in Rome without a defender. 
A Christian man, Paul of Tarsus, near a river there, 
orally addresses to some women assembled those divine 
lessons which we now possess in his writings. How 
does the Holy Spirit, who is also there, proceed? The 
Holy Spirit bears witness, in the soul of a seller of 
purple, to “the words which were spoken by Paul.” 
He opens her heart ; and then this woman believes that 
the word is the Word of God, and is saved. 

Let us proceed further, and enter into this town of 
Thessalonica, in Mygdonia, to which the sister of Alex- 
ander gave her name. It is the same Paul who speaks ; 
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and how does the Holy Spirit work in those who hear 
him? The Holy Spirit bears witness to them that “the 
word which they hear is not the word of man, but, 
in truth, the word of God.”* He makes it ‘ work in 
them effectually;” and these men, believing that when 
Paul speaks God speaks, are saved. 

Let us pursue our course in the Levant, and proceed 
as far as the city of Corinth, celebrated for its commerce, 
its riches, its luxury, and its prytanes.f It is still the 
same Paul who preaches ; and how does the Holy Spirit 
act, who is also there? The Holy Spirit so works that 
Paul's preaching does not consist in the persuasive words 
of human wisdom, but “in demonstration of the Spirit, 
and of power ; in so much that their faith did not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” t 

O you, who have “been begotten by the word of 
_ truth,” § it is easy for you to comprehend the testimony 
which the Holy Spirit gave at the beginning, to that 
Word which the Scripture has preserved for us, for that 
same Spirit (if you believe) still gives the same testi- 
mony in your hearts. 

Yes, my brethren, in the same manner as the gift 
of the Holy Scripture is a gift from that grace of God 
which has “ the saving of our souls” for its object, faith 
in the Holy Scripture is a part of that faith which saves 
us. It is not arguments that can deliver us from that 
condition of spiritual insensibility in which the natural 
man is found. It is necessary that God give us a new 
heart, a new spirit. That same Word which said for the 
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universe, in the beginning, “ Let light be, and light was,” 
makes itself heard in our soul; it creates in us a new 
light, and we are constrained to recognise the divinity, 
the authority, of that creative word. In as far as we 
have not received that new Spirit, the gospel, which is 
to the believer the wisdom of God, is foolishness to us. 
Conversion is the grand proof of the divine authority of 
the Scriptures. No one can recognise the Spirit of God in 
the Scriptures, except the man whose mind God “ opens” 
for that end. Whenever we attempt to discern an object, 
we need an eye to see it. Now, itis God who gives that 
eye; and he gives it by means of the Scripture itself. 
It is the Scripture which works the miracle of regenera- 
tion. The Holy Spirit—understand it well, my dear 
hearers—is not communicated to you without a medium; 
that is the opinion of the mystics and the illuminated, 
but it is not the mind of the Lord. That Spirit does not 
communicate himself to the heart of man otherwise than 
with and by the Word of God, because in that Word— 
in that Scripture, “there is found,” as Peter says, “an 

incorruptible seed which lives and abides for ever.” * 
What! my brethren, do I recognise God in the 
word which created the universe—what say I? in the 
word which created a blade of grass? I know that 
no word of man could make it; and shall I not re- 
cognise God in that word which has created me anew, 
which has given peace to my soul? ‘“ As the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater ; so shall my word be that goeth forth 
* 1 Pet. i. 23, . : 
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out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void ; 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall 
go out with joy, and be led forth with peace.”* Thus, 
as the productions of the earth are a proof that the rain 
comes from heayen, the peace and the joy of the Christian 
are a proof rendered to the Word which comes from God. 
Nay more, “‘ The seed,” says the Lord, “ is the word of 
God.”+ The seed and the Word have equally in them 
a certain power, which is manifested, in the fields or in 
men’s hearts, by the fruit which it produces, and these 
fruits are such that we must recognise in them the work 
of God himself. 

O unconverted men! Do you wish to possess true 
faith? Come to the school of the Holy Spirit ; in your 
closet, open the Scriptures before you—without believ- 
ing as yet, if you please, that they are the Word of God. 
Read, search, fathom, weigh attentively in your heart 
the words which are found there, line after line, word 
after word. Listen! . . . . . While you read, 
the Holy Spirit, who prompted the holy men of God, 
will suddenly “cause his light to shine into your 
heart,” { as Paul has said, when that Holy Spirit will 
testify within you that “Jesus is the Son of God, the 
Saviour”—when that Holy Spirit will convince you 
that “* God has given you eternal life, and that that life 
is in his Son.” Oh! then, my brother, there will be 
produced in yow a faith quite different, and far more 
elevated than that which human proofs impart—a 
divine faith which will render you perfectly certain that 
the Scripture, which tells you of Christ, is from God. 

* Isa, lv. 10-12, + Luke viii. 11. + 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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The faith which shall bring us salvation, will compre- 
hend also faith in that Scripture in which salvation is 
presented to us. You will believe in the grace of 
Christ, but you will also believe in his Word; you will 
believe in his mercy, but you will also believe in his 
truth. ‘Thy word is perfectly pure; I am satisfied 
therewith.” 

O wonderful mystery! The divine Word enters into 
us—yes, into our poor heart; and it manifests itself 
to us as the sun proves his existence, when he gleams 
brightly in the skies. There is not in this case a mere 
degree of probability, as inattentive Christians might be 
disposed to think; there is the demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power. When you experience in your- 
selves the vivifying power of the word of the prophets 
and apostles, you feel yourselves urged towards Jesus 
Christ, whom you do not yet know—drawn towards 
him by a close affinity. The Holy Spirit makes you feel 
that the life which begins to awake within you, but which 
has still so much need to increase, and the life which 
abounds, in such wonderful perfection, in the Scriptures, 
are both of the same nature, and both proceed from a 
special and marvellous operation of God. There is be- 
tween these two lives (the life eternal of Scripture 
and the new life of your heart) an identity which sur- 
prises you. If you have indeed received the life of God, 
you must needs comprehend me. 

The principle of eternal life which was lodged in you 
when you were converted, and which is, alas! still so 
imperfect, is assuredly not of human origin ; it is God 
—yes, God himself—who is its author. 

To confess that it was God and not man who con- 


THE TESTIMONY OF GOD. 45 


verted you, you will be ready to lay down your life. 
Is that not true, Children of God? How, then, can these 
Scriptures, where we find a divine life much more pure, 
much more perfect, much more original and primitive, 
than that which is in our poor heart, be of human 
origin? How could any but God be its author? . 

Ah! if I recognise the hand of God and the 
Spirit of God in a little hill, with much more reason do 
I recognise them in the white and gigantic masses of the 
Alps. If I recognise the hand of God and the Spirit 
of God in the humming bee, with much more reason 
do I recognise them in the majestic face of man. If I 
recognise the hand and the Spirit of God in the new light 
which appears in my heart, with much greater reason 
do I recognise them in the creative light which shines 
in the Holy Scriptures, and which makes “ every man 
see.” 

A child, nursed by his mother, knows the bosom of his 
mother; he knows that that bosom gives him milk, as the 
Christian knows that the Scripture gives him the Spirit. 
That child, moreover, seeks the bosom of his mother as 
the source of his life; to take her away is to take away 
his milk. O Holy Scriptures! O sacred breasts which 
have fed me with milk, I search you; I wish never to 
be separated from you, for, to take you from me were 
to take my life! I recognise in you the life of God, and 
I adore Him who has placed that life in you! 

Thus, then, my brethren, that Holy Spirit, whom 
some wish to exalt by denying the authority of the 
Scripture, himself attests, in opposition to them, the 
divine authority of the oracles of God. 

It has been recently said, that in ceasing to recognise 
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the Bible as an authority, we shall be led to seek more 
ardently for the Holy Spirit—that Scripture and the 
Spirit exclude each the other—that where the Scripture 
is, the Spirit disappears. These words are strange, 
my brethren; they would be prodigies of danger, if 
they were not prodigies of error. The Holy Spirit is 
communicated to man, but it is through the channel 
of the Scriptures. The Word declares to us that the 
Holy Scriptures save by faith in Jesus Christ; that 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God. Behold the teaching of God! These words, 
*¢ The Spirit and the Scripture are reciprocally exclu- 
sive, amount to the following propositions :—A field of 
corn, and the bread which nourishes man, are exclusive 
the one of the other—a fountain, and the water which 
quenches man’s thirst, are reciprocally exclusive—the 
sun, and the light which enlightens man, are recipro- 
cally exclusive—the bosom of a mother, and the milk 
which gives life to a child, are reciprocally exclusive. 
No; it is not true that where the Scripture is, there 
the Spirit disappears. On the contrary, nothing is so 
intimately united as the Spirit and Scripture. Serip- 
ture enables us to find the Holy Spirit—the Holy 
Spirit gives faith in Scripture. It is not the authority 
of the church which gives us faith in Scripture, as the 
Popes pretend ; it is not certain principles of reason, as 
some Protestant theologians pretend ; it is God himself 
who creates that faith in ws by his Word and by his 
Holy Spirit. We have an immediate demonstration of 
the divinity of Scripture, derived from the life which has 
been manifested, and which is the light of men. Our 
faith in the Word of God is not simply an historical 
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faith, as some imagine, nor simply a philosophical faith, 
as others think ; no, it is a divine faith, a faith which 
thus possesses a certainty, an inherent firmness, exalted 
and invincible, like God who is its author. 

This doctrine, my brethren (for it is a doctrine), has 
often been opposed; first, by Roman Catholics, but 
also by the Arminians, the Socinians, the Rationalists, 
vulgar and uncommon, who, when employed in oppos- 
ing the Word of God, make common cause with the 
Papists. And why has this doctrine been thus assailed ? 
Because men have made religion too much an affair 
of knowledge—a dead intellectualism. To many (per- 
haps to many of those who are here), the testimony 
of the Spirit has been nothing but a kind of probability 
which flows from a certain vague but beneficent influ- 
ence which Christianity exerts upon our heart. Men 
have, in consequence, regarded that testimony as insuf- 
ficient, and have made faith in the divinity of the 
Scriptures to depend upon proofs addressed to the un- 
derstanding. 

But, my brethren, do we not see philosophy herself, 
the best, the most exalted, that of Kant, if you please, 
acknowledging that religious conviction cannot be de- 
monstrated by arguments? Does not philosophy teach 
us now, that that conviction is the fruit of a new 
life, that it must be given through faith, and have not 
men thus restored to its place of honour the ancient 
maxim— Per fidem ad intellectum ? 

Will you object that there are some souls who are 
regarded as converted who, notwithstanding, do not 
admit the divine authority of the Scriptures? I will 
answer, that that case is, at the least, very exceptional. 
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A cloud, it is true, may pass over the spirit of a child 
of God, without his having fallen from grace on that 
account; but if that cloud do not pass away—if 
the night deepen, instead of being dispelled, that is 
a proof that that conversion was not genuine. We 
shall see that soul sinking again, by little and little, 
into the darkness from which it appeared to have 
emerged. 

Will you say, moreover, that words pronounced by 
men have, even by themselves, converted? I will 
not stop at a remark which has been made, namely, 
that a conversion produced by Scripture alone, has 
generally greater truth and depth than when some 
human intervention is found between the soul and the 
Bible. But I willask, Whence has that Word, spoken 
or written by man, been taken? Of what is it a repe- 
tition? Of the Word of God in Scripture. If a senti- 
ment be not derived from that, it never will convert. The 
water which you drink comes, no doubt, from the cis- 
terns or the reservoirs which you possess in your homes: 
these reservoirs may even have imparted to it a taste 
which is not natural; but if it quench your thirst, 
if it preserve your life, is it to these reservoirs of 
stone, or earth, or wood, that you would ascribe it? 
Does not that virtue flow from the fountain whence the ~ 
water originally gushes? Though it have remained 
some time in your vases, and have there lost a portion 
of its original purity, it does not, on that account, flow 
less pure from the mountains of God, and it proclaims 
its Creator. 

Will you still propose another objection? Will you 
say that this demonstration of the Holy Spirit is not 
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necessary ; that there are arguments by which theology 
proves revelation and inspiration, and that we are not 
permitted to weaken them? I answer that in two ways ; 
the first is, that these arguments are not useless; the 
second is, that they are not sufficient. 

They are not wseless ; they serve to guide us to Scrip- 
ture, and render us attentive to the seal of divinity 
which God has attached to it. 

But they are not sufficient. A conviction which rests 
only upon scientific proofs cannot be of a proper kind. 
That would be only a human faith, and a human faith 
does not save. 

Let us clearly understand, my brethren, the relations 
in which learning stands to faith, at a time when that 
learning is too much lauded by some, and too much 
_ despised by others. Learning cannot produce faith, but 
it can vindicate it. And if theology, some one will say, 
does not sufficiently vindicate our faith, what must it 
be? What will happen? It is very easy to tell you 
that: it would be a proof of the imperfection of theo- 
logy, but it would not by any means be a proof of the 
uncertainty of faith. Faith is above the arguments of 
science ; and as arguments cannot give it, arguments 
cannot take it away. The attacks of theologians or of 
unbelievers against theology, are nothing to faith. Chris-. 
tianity is a fact, a truth, a life, an experience. A simple- 
minded Christian can feel himself happy, and in perfect 
peace in his Christianity without caring at all for the 
explanations of theologians. This it is important to 
observe, in opposition to all antagonists, but, in parti- 
cular, to Roman Catholics, for their argument against 
Protestant principles rests essentially on the difficulty 
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which simple believers feel in being assured of the 
inspiration and the authority of the Holy Scriptures.* 
Ah! when Iam hungry and have eaten, and having eaten 
am satisfied and refreshed, I have no need, surely, that 
some naturalist, or some chemist, should come, and by 
their learned dissertations, or their skilful analysis, prove 
to me that what has strengthened me was wholesome and 
genuine food, created by the hand of God himself. The 
best demonstration is my experience. 

The doctrine which we support is not merely the testi- 
mony of Scripture ; it is, moreover, the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit. If we uphold Scripture against those who 
desire only the Spirit, we uphold the Spirit against those 
who desire only Scripture. Perhaps the testimony of 
the Spirit is usually the first. It is that testimony 
which opens the heart to faith ; but it cannot continue 
isolated ; we must hear the testimony of the Son—of 
Scripture itself—and then nothing will be able to over- 
throw our faith in the divine authority of the Word of 
God. Men have sometimes separated the testimony of 
Scripture too much from that of the Spirit. Before 
a field can bear fruit, it must first be tilled: it is the 
Spirit who cultivates the field of our hearts; but rt must 
afterwards be sown, and it is the Word of Scripture 
which sowsit. No, my dear brethren, God has not left 
in doubt those of you who are not in a condition to exa- 
mine learned proofs for the divinity of the Scriptures. 
He has placed you upon a rock which puny human 
waves will never overthrow. If << the Spirit of him that 

* Lectures on the Principal Doctrines and Practices of the 


Catholic Church, by Dr Wiseman. Lecture Second,—On the Pro- 
testant Rule of Faith, 


THE TESTIMONY OF GOD. 5ft 


raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,”* you 
say with the apostle, “I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me,” t and ‘* I knowin whom I have believed.” 
In that case, you no more doubt the authority of the 
Holy Scriptures—the divinity of Him to whom the 
Scriptures bear witness—the life which he has put with- 
in you—than you doubt concerning the natural life of 
your bodies. But above all, God has opened your eyes 
to behold the wonders of his law. He has opened your 
ears and your hearts to hear and comprehend the testi- 
mony which the Scripture gives to its own divinity. 
You now believe what God has said in his Holy Word. 
You have thus in yourselves, and in the Bible, a two- 
fold proof, which all the learned could not give you, 
but at the same time (mark it well!) which all the 
- learned cannot take away. 

But if we cannot deprive you of Holy Scripture, can 
you not deprive yourselves of it? .“*O Timothy,” said 
Paul, “keep that which is committed to thy trust, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions 
of science falsely so called.” { ‘‘ Who stumble at the 
Word,” says Peter, “ being disobedient.”§ ‘“ Beware 
then,” replies Paul, “lest any man fail of the grace of 
God, like Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright.” || 

Beware, then, my brethren ; tremble lest you lose that 
faith in the Holy Scriptures which God has given you. 
** The Holy Scripture is our mother,” said Luther, “it 
is the bosom—it is the sides in which we have been 
formed for eternal life.” I say, then, to you all, my 


* Rom. viii. 11. + Gal. ii. 20. + 1 Tim, vi. 20. 
§ 1 Pet. ii. 8 \| Hleb. xii. 15, 16, 
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brethren, the Holy Scripture is thy mother, for it was it 
which brought thee forth at that sovereign hour of cries, 
of pains and anguish, when a new man was born for the 
eternal world. It is thy mother, for it was it which fed 
thee as an infant newly born, with the pure spiritual milk 
which made thee grow. It is thy mother, for it was it 
which guided thy first steps, and sustained thy tot- 
tering frame. It is thy mother, for it was at its feet 
that thou wast seated, while it related to you those 
beautiful things which God has done for man. It is 
thy mother, tor it is it which has appeased the troubles 
of thy soul, and wiped away thy tears! And couldst 
thou doubt thy mother? Wouldst thou wish to take 
her from thy brethren—wouldst thou pursue her with 
thy blows?...... Wretch! wouldst thou kill thy 
mother ? 

A pious person having heard or read some words 
directed against the authority of Scripture, immediately 
placed both her hands upon the Scriptures which were 
before her and cried (I have heard), “This is my 
Bible! This is my Bible! It was my God who gave 
it tome! No one shall rob me of it!” 

Do ye the same, my brethren; keep the Holy 
Scriptures, and above all, obey the Holy Scriptures. 
Let your obedience to the Word of God be absolute 
and lively. It is not in theory alone that men can 
overthrow the authority of the Word of God; it may be 
done in practice also; and all of us, alas! so violate it 
every day. Yes, I accuse myself, and I accuse you as 
taking some part in that fatal error. Let us make haste, 
then, to discharge a responsibility so weighty. Let us not 
rest In vague generalities ; let us take the Word in the 
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letter, and fulfil that letter by the Spirit. Know 
ye what will vanquish that error which threatens to 
invade the churches? It will not be the refutations 
of the doctors, but it will be the faithfulness of the 
disciples, by the power of God. Let the church re- 
new her strength by obedience to the Word ; let each 
believer do that in his sphere, even in the most hum- 
ble, with a more conscientious exactness, a more perfect 
truth ; let our ways be more constantly in harmony 
with that sovereign rule. Behold the appeal which 
is addressed to the whole church by the critical and 
novel circumstances in which we are placed—“ Be 
ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves.’* If we do that, we need fear 
nothing. 

The Word will not be wanting to us if we be not 
wanting to it. “ The heavens and the earth shall pass 
away, but my Word shall not pass away.” 


* James i. 22. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


THE TESTIMONY OF MEN. 


THERE are two portions of the Holy Scriptures on which 
we found what we have to-day to advance. Here is the 
first—*‘ Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock; and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house ; and it fell not: for it was found- 
ed upon a rock. And every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them not: shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand; and the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell: and great was the fall of it.”—(Matt. vii. 24-27.) 
Here is the second passage—“ And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone.’—(Eph. ii. 20.) 


My Bretnren,—We mentioned to you a week ago, 
that on the subject of the divine authority of the Serip- 
tures, we would lay before you, first, the testimony of 
God, and, secondly, the testimony of men. 

We have, at the outset, presented to you the first ; 
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we have seen how the Father has. been pleased to make 
these two grand manifestations of Godhead, the Son and 
the Spivxit, bear witness to his Scriptures. These tes- 
timonies are divine; after having heard and compre- 
hended them, we have nothing to do but to receive 
them. 

We have to present to. you to-day the testimony of 
men. This is not the same as the other. The testi- 
mony of God is not merely a proof; it is more than a 
proof. A child, a peasant, many perhaps of those who 
are here, have some difficulty im understanding how the 
sun, which sets in the evening in the west, is found in 
the morning in the east. They could not tell by what 
law that is accomplished ; they know nothing of diurnal 
revolutions, of the ecliptic, of heliacal, cosmical, or 
achronic rising and setting ; but they know one thing 
—that is, that the sun is at present in the skies, and 
that they see him. All the astronomers, or rather the 
astrologers, in the world might wish to prove, on the 
contrary, by their minute researches, that their con- 
fidence had no solid foundation,—they would reply, I 
see him. It is the same with you, my brethren, who 
have heard within you the testimony of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. In spite of all theological subtle- 
ties, you know that Scripture is from God. 

Even those who circulate deadly errors concerning 
that Scripture, are not insensible, believe me, to the 
inner testimony of the Word and the Spirit of the 
Lord. There are, even in their heart, holy accents which 
plead for the Word of their God. But there is a 
dualism in the Christian—I mean two kinds of wisdom ; 
and the evil becomes conspicuous when men cultivate the © 
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wisdom which is from beneath, more than that which 
is from.above. The equilibrium is then destroyed, and 
the fall is great. But do not think that that heavenly 
wisdom can be utterly mute within their hearts. I will 
cordially say to them, with Paul, “OQ King Agrippa, 
believest thou the prophets? I know that thou be- 
lievest.”. May God enable some precious souls which 
Christ has redeemed, to withdraw from the crowd, to 
retire into solitude, like the Lord, to pray—there to read 
the Word with a simple heart ; and then we shall hear 
them cry, like David, ** Thy Word hath quickened me ; 
the foundation of thy Word is truth.” 

Though such be the power of God's testimony, it is 
not the same with the testimony of man; we are not 
of the number of those who place the sacred writers and 
the fathers and doctors of the church in the same rank, 
or nearly so. Still, however, the declarations of Christian 
doctors have a certain value. [ven as one who wishes 
to know what Mahomet taught, would like to ascertain 
what Abu-Beker, Ali, Abou-Hanifah thought; or, as 
one who wishes to know what Schleiermacher taught, 
would seek it from his disciples in Germany and else- 
where ; so as regards the doctrine of Christ, though the 
first thing be to interrogate the Master, it is still interest- 
ing and useful next to question the disciples. I design, 
then, to-day, to set before you the testimony of the dis- 
ciples of Christ, at the two grandest epochs of the his- 
tory of man—that of the commencement of Christianity, 
and that of the Reformation. 

I. It has been said among ourselves, that the autho- 
rity of Scripture is an invention posterior to primitive 
Christianity. This assertion is not new. Many doctors 
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have maintained it at different periods. Allow me to 
quote two of them, one among the Protestants, and the 
other among the Catholics. Here is the first. 

In the middle of the last century, there lived in Ger- 
many a learned Protestant, whose character Madame de 
Stael thus delineates :—*‘ Original and profound, he 
employed words the most exact and the most cutting ; 
in his writings, he was always animated by hostility 
towards the opinions which he attacked, like a huntsman 
who ever finds more pleasure in the chase than the cap- 
ture.” That learned man was called Lessing; he is 
regarded by the Rationalists themselves as one of the 
fathers of Rationalism. How did he become so? Ac- 
cording to Dr Hase, himself a Rationalist, Lessing was 
the first in Germany to attack the divine authority of 
Scripture, and to pretend that Christianity is indepen- 
dent of the Bible. At first he wished to preserve Chris- 
tianity, and to sacrifice only the Bible ; but Christianity 
soon perished along with the Bibie. The vase being 
broken, the life-giving water was spilt and perished. 
The Christian doctrines fell one after another. A 
learned divine has given us a history of the revolution 
which has been wrought in Germany, since the year 
1750, in the department of theology.* By degrees men 
have arrived at that deplorable condition in which they 
cubstitliMtermons, in empty churches, upon the culture 
of potatoes, and other wseful things, for the preaching of 
Jesus Christ. To pretend, like Lessing, that we aim 
only at the authority of the Bible, but respect Chris- 
tianity, is to resemble the American Indians, who cut 


* Tholuck’s Abriss einer Geschichte der Umwoezung, &c., in the 
Vermischte Schriffen. 
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the palm-tree close to the ground, and exclaim, “ See, 
the fruit remains;” and they eat. But wait a few days; 
the fruit is dried, the branches are dried, the entire trunk 
is only dried wood, and that tree which would have 
yielded a fruit so agreeable to youand to your children, is. 
good for nothing but to be cut up, and cast into the fire. 

And what did Lessing do to combat the authority of 
the Bible? Precisely what is done now among our- 
selves. He said, “It is an invention of Catholicism ;” 
but he made that invention move recent than the time 
of the Gnostics—about the era of the Council of Nice, 
in the year 325.* 

If the Protestant Rationalists pretend that the autho- 
rity of Scripture is an invention of Catholicism, see next 
how the Roman Catholics pretend that it is an inven- 
tien of Protestantism. 

The second of the doctors whom I wish to. quote to 
you is the Roman Catholic, Staphylus, who, when 
attacking the Reformation with the zeal of an apostate, 
puts this among the maxims invented by the Reforma- 
tion, ‘‘ Major est auctoritas Scripture quam Ecclesia”— 
the authority of Scripture is greater than that of tlie 
Church. 

Thus, while treating of the authority of Scripture, 
Roman Catholics and Rationalist Protestants, toss the 
ball. between them—neither party will retain 17” That 
authority, according to each of the two parties, is an 
invention of the other. In our day, and among our- 
selves, the ideas of Lessing and of Staphylus have been 
renewed regarding the recent invention of the authority 
of Scripture. Let us try to ascertain the mind of the first 


* Saemmtliche Scrifften, vi. 47, 51. 
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ages; and, upon this subject, let us see if they believed— 
yea or nay—that deference to the authority of the Bible, 
that biblicism, in short, is the scourge of the church. 

At Rome, at the end of the first century, an elder, 
or bishop of the church, Clement by name, probably 
he of whom Paul says to the Philippians, ‘“‘ Clement, 
whose name is in the book of life,” 
ancient city where Paul had taught in chains. Ye 
who seek salvation, would you know how you should 
proceed ? Clement will tell you. ‘ Examine with care 
the Scriptures;” he says in chap. xly. of his epistle to 
the Corinthians, “ they are the true oracles of the Holy 
Spirit. Understand that there is nothing in them either 
unrighteous, or false, or feigned.” 

Nearly about the same time, in the beginning of the 
second century, in Antioch, the metropolis of the Chris- 
tians who had been Pagans, as Jerusalem was that of the 
Christian Jews, Ignatius, a disciple of St John, shed 
around him the mellow lustre of the Christian virtues. 
Do you wish to know who they are who deny the Lord, 
and whom the Lord will deny? Ignatius will tell you :— 
** These are they,” he says, ‘“‘ whom neither the prophets 
have persuaded, nor the law of Moses, nor the gospel.” * 
Orif you ask for the source of truth, to which you should 
evermore recur, Ignatius will reply —‘‘ Run to the gospel, 
as beim the very person of Jesus Christ—run to the 
apostles, as being the presbyters of the church. The 
gospel is the perfection of incorruptibility.”t Ignatius 
died a martyr for the name of Jesus Christ. 

In ancient Smyrna, which claimed to have been the 


taught in that 


* Epistle to the Smyrnians, chap. vy. 
+ Epistle to the Philadelphians, chap. v, and ix. 
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birthplace of Homer, a venerable Christian, Polycarp, 
who was also a disciple of John, gathered many dis- 
ciples around him. Do you say, I have already believed 
in the Lord; but how shall I be edified from day to day 
in that holy faith? Behold the reply :—“ Paul,” wrote 
Polycarp to the Philippians (chap. ii.), “ Paul, who 
perfectly taught the word of truth while he was among 
you, when absent wrote letters to you, which you should 
study, in order to be edified in the faith which is be- 
stowed upon you.” Or, farther, would you know upon 
what authority you should believe the things of the 
invisible world? Polycarp argues from 1 Cor. vi. 2, to 
prove a judgment to come:—* Do ye not know,” he 
says, “ that the saints shall judge the world, as Paul has 
taught ?” * 

But let us proceed. Soon after this, or towards the 
year 130, we come to the Apologists, who occupy the 
first rank at that period, and who, as doctors, were deeply 
versed and thorough believers in the Holy Scriptures. 
One of them was Justin, born at Sichem, and long cele- 
brated asa philosopher. About the year 140, he assem- 
bled those Christians at Rome who spoke Greek, to ex- 
plain the Word to them in the bath-house where he 
resided. Do you inquire of Justin, and Tatian, his dis- 
ciple, how we are born again? They will reply, that it is 
by the reading of the Holy Scriptures that ._ oo 
Christians.f| The Holy Scripture was their mother! 
‘“‘ Things so lofty,” said Justin again, “could not be 
known by human thought, but only by means of a hea- 
venly gift, which descended upon holy men. They had 


* Sicut Paulus docet, chap. xi. 
+ Justin, Dial. c. TripLo. 7; Tatian, Orat. contra Greecos, 29. 
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need neither of eloquence according to the rules of art, 
nor of ingenious means of disputing, but only passively 
to submit their pure souls to the influence of the Divine 
Spirit. As a bow drawn across a lyre produces tones, 
so God employed those holy men as instruments to 
make us acquainted with celestial things.’* Justin 
died a martyr for the name of Jesus Christ. 

It was about that period, a little before, and a little 
after it, that the famous Gnostics arose, especially in 
the East. Without explaining their heresy, I will only 
say, that whilst modern doctors have denied the divinity 
of Christ, many Gnostics denied the truth of his 
humanity. Some illustrious doctors opposed them, 
and especially Ireneus and Tertullian, about the year 
180. 

At that period, say some, Catholicism arose, and in- 
vented the notion, unknown till then, regarding the 
authority of Scripture! But you have seen, my brethren, 
that that was already the opinion of Jesus Christ, of the 
apostles, and the doctors who followed them. As well 
might we aflirm, it seems to me, that one of the printers 
of this city has just discovered the art of printing, which 
has been known since the time of Guttemberg, or that 
one of the numerous emigrants who leave our Switzer- 
land has just discovered America. How will you dis- 
pose of such things ? 

What! Irenzus, Tertullian, and others, invent the 
authority of the Scriptures against the Gnostics!: How 
then would men so distinguished by their intelligence 
as some of the Gnostics—how would Heraclion, for 
example, and Marcion, take so much trouble, and that 


* Cohortat. ad Gentes, cap. 8, 
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a trouble so useless, to make the writings of St John, and 
St Luke, and St Paul, speak in their favour, if the Scrip- 
tures had not then enjoyed, in the eyes of all parties, 
an authority which it was impossible to decline ? 

If the orthodox doctors had adopted that inyen- 
tion to silence their adversaries, how should we have 
seen all the Gnostic doctors pointing out the dishonest 
manceuyre? But they never harboured the thought. 
That Scriptural proof, which was so troublesome to 
them, had been so established by Jesus Christ and his 
apostles, that the Gnostics themselves sought to employ 
it in favour of their doctrines. 

And when they saw that they could not accomplish 
their object, know ye what they did? They said, what 
has recently been said, that Jesus Christ and his apostles 
accommodated themselves to the prejudices of their con- 
temporaries. “ The Gnostics,” says Neander, “ are the 
fathers of the doctrine of accommodation in the Chris- 
tian Church.” * <A beautiful origin, no doubt! For our 
part, we have no desire to borrow our theological pre- 
cedents from the doctors of the Ogdoas, of the Abraxas, 
of the Bythos, of the Syzygies, of the Jaldabaoth, and 
all such endless reveries. 

Yet there is a degree of truth in the assertion which 
wecombat. Yes, it was certainly then that Catholicism 
began to be formed. But which Catholicism was it ? 
It was real Catholicism—that which you and I know 
well—the system which combats the sovereign authority 
which we claim for the Word of God—the human doe- 
trine which places tradition above scripture. 

Perhaps you will be curious to learn how Catholicism 

* K. G. ii. p. 665, 
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began m the church? I have occasion to point that 
out by the way. 

The Gnostics, perceiving that their scriptural argu- 
ments did not serve their purpose, had recourse to 
pretended secret traditions, which came down to them, 
they said, from the apostles. 

And how did the orthodox doctors then proceed? To 
these secret traditions they opposed the public teaching 
of the church. Against the dreaming and the Gnostic 
spirit, they invoked the historical spirit as exhibited by 
actions. But these Christian doctors did not rest there. 
They had two links in their reasoning against the Gnos- 
tics and other heretics. They said to them first, Be- 
hold, you stand alone; the entire church thinks differ- 
ently from you! But they hastened to add, What the 
church holds is demonstrated to be true by Holy Scrip- 
ture. Scripture was then always the supreme autho- 
rity upon which faith reposed. 

Still, my brethren, that procedure, natural as it was, 
sufficed to originate Catholicism. The church and tra- 
dition, it is true, were placed by the Christian doctors 
below Scripture. But, trace the ages as they pass, and 
you will soon see them placed above it. At the same 
time, if Catholicism—that is, the principle opposed to 
that which we defend—began in the second century, it 
had only a feeble beginning. Scripture continued the 
majestic tree, which reared its boughs towards heaven ; 
and in its branches the birds of all the earth made their 
nests. The bad seed—that traditional germ which an 
imprudent hand dropt into the ground—appeared at first 
only like a feeble shrub, and some hundreds of years were 
needed before that shrub, shooting forth its branches, 
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overshadowed the majestic tree beside which it was 
planted. Around these two trees—Scripture on the 
one hand, Tradition on the other—the families of 
Christianity are grouped. But, between them, there 
wander some adventurous spirits, who, rightfully dis- 
owning the traditional authority of man, and unhappily 
refusing to submit to the scriptural authority of God, 
roam hither and thither without any shelter at all. But, 
let us continue our journey over centuries. 

Soon after the Guostics, about the year 180, at Lyons, 
on the banks of the river whose waters flow through 
our beautiful lake, there was found a disciple of Poly- 
carp—Irenzus. Would you know what you must do, 
if you love the truth ? “* Urge yourselves forward,” Ire- 
neus will tell you, “ by the daily study of the things 
which are taught m the Scriptures.”* And if you 
ask some one to point out the dangers which you should 
shun, Irenzeus will reply, ‘“‘ That the great danger is to 
abandon the Scriptures, dictated by the Word and the 
Spirit of God.” ‘* Leaving, m that case, the true, the 
certain, the indubitable,” he will continue, ‘‘ and devoid 
of reason in yourselves, you will be precipitated into 
great dangers.”t Alas! yes, we know it! Ireneus 
died a martyr for the name of Jesus. 

About the same time, or towards the close of the 
second century, at Alexandria, in Egypt, the first city 
in the world, next to Rome, near Pompey’s pillar, and 
Cleopatra’s needles, Clement, an elder of the church, 
taught the young, and all who had become Christians. 
Would you know how heretics are produced? Upon that 


* Advers. Heereses, lib. ii. cap. 46. 
+ Valde precipitantium se in periculum. 
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point, Clement thinks with Jesus. ‘Men become here- 
tics,” he says, ‘* when they do not submit to the Scriptures. 
It must necessarily happen,” he continues, “that they 
who approach such great matters shall fall very far, 
unless they hold the canon of truth which they have 
received from the truth itself.” * 

But you will say, In what does heresy, the essence of 
heresy, consist? Clement of Alexandria will inform 
you. 

Heresy, according to him, consists not in this or 
that error, but in seeking within ourselves the reason 
for believing, while we abandon the authority of the 
Scriptures. He says: “‘ Even as we say of almonds, 
that they are empty, not only when we speak of those 
in which there is nothing, but also of those which 
- contain only what is worthless ; in the same way we 
call those men heretics who are devoid of the counsels 
of God and the teaching of Christ, and who, though 
bitter as a wild almond, are the chiefs and the authors 
of their own dogmas.” t Clement does not wish us to 
be the chiefs, the Hxarchs of our doctrines: Scripture 
alone should be that. 

Know ye what will happen, according to that Egyp- 
tian doctor, if you put away from you the authority of 
the Scriptures? ‘‘ You will be,” says Clement, “like 
wicked boys who chase their master out of school.” 
We know why wicked boys do that. 

Finally, would you know the change which would be 
produced in you, did you abandon the authority of 
Scripture ? Clement of Alexandria will tell you farther: 


* Tov xavove rus zAnbeas.—Clem. Opp. p. 756. 
+ Ibid. p. 759. 
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“Tt will happen to you,” he says, “as it happened to 
those who were drugged by the poison of Circe.” Ciree, 
you know, was a famous sorceress among the Pagans, 
who, it is said, changed the companions of Ulysses into 
wolves, and bears, and other beasts, by a potion which 
she made them drink. ‘In the same manner,” con- 
tinues Clement, “he who abandons the authority of 
Scripture, from a man, becomes a beast.* But, on the 
contrary, he adds, ‘‘ he who, returning from his error, 
obeys the Scriptures, and trusts his life to the truth, is 
changed, in a manner, from a man into a god.” Thus, 
according to the illustrious doctor of Alexandria, you 
see the alternative—from a man to a beast, or from a 
man to God! 

Among the disciples of Clement at Alexandria, we 
find a young child before the couch where his father 
Leonidas had been wont to pray while he slept. When 
the lad had reached his sixteenth year, his father was 
cast into prison, and as he wished to go and share his 
martyrdom, his mother was obliged to conceal his 
clothes. Origen—that was his name—became the most 
learned doctor of the church, and the founder of cri- 
ticism and exegesis. Now, he venerated the Holy 
Scriptures as the authentic and infallible Word of God. 
Do you ask—Upon what shall we rest our knowledge ? 
Origen will reply, “‘ No where but on the words of 
Christ himself.”. Do you ask again—‘“ What must we 
understand by the Word of Christ ?’? The great doctor 
will reply to you, ‘ Not merely those words by which 
Christ taught when he was made man. Even before 
that, as the Word of God, Christ was in Moses and 
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the prophets. But, moreover, after his ascension, Jesus 
spoke by his apostles, according to the saying of Paul— 
“« Do ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me ?” * 

“In the search after these great matters,” says he, 
farther, “let us not rest satisfied with any common 
opinions, but let us take the testimony of the Scriptures, 
—both in the Old Testament and the New, which we 
believe to be divine—to prove what we assert.” 

Finally, I cannot refrain from quoting a passage 
which I will take in preference, not like the others 
from Origen’s own writings, but from those of a learned 
and pious doctor of our own time, Neander, who cites 
it with praise. 

If any one wishes to know, says Neander, how faith 
in a divine Spirit, breathing throughout the Scripture, 
had taken possession of Origen, and how convinced he 
was that that Spirit is not communicated except to the 
humble and the believing heart, let him read these words, 
which express that conviction with so much beauty— 
“* We must believe that not a word of Holy Scripture is 
devoid of the wisdom of God; for He who said to 
man, ‘No one shall appear before me empty, with 
greater reason would himself say nothing that is empty ; 
and the prophets, as they tell us, received of his fulness. 
It is for that reason that there is every where an influ- 
ence which emanates from that plenitude, and there is 
nothing in the prophets, in the law, in the gospel, or in 
the apostolic letters, which does not flow from that ori- 
ginal. That influence which comes from the fulness of 
God is manifested to those who have eyes to see the 
reyelation of the divine fulness, ears to hear it, or the 
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sense of smelling to feel the perfume. But should it 
at any time happen to you in reading the Scriptures, to 
meet with a thought which is a stone of stumbling, and 
a rock of offence to you, then blame thyself! Do not 
despair ; be assured that that rock of offence embodies 
such thoughts as shall fulfil the saying, ‘ He who be- 
lieves shall not be confounded. Believe first, and 
thou shalt find that what appeared an offence to you, 
is great gain.” * | 

If, from Egypt, we proceed to another part of Af- 
rica, we shall find at Carthage, in the middle of the 
third century, a zealous minister, Cyprian, who adhered 
somewhat too closely to external unity. Nevertheless, 
do you ask him, When my wisdom fails me, when 
counsel, when life fails me, what must I do? Cyprian 
replies, that you must go to the Scriptures. “If an 
aqueduct,” he says, ‘‘ where the water formerly flowed 
in abundance be suddenly dried, do not men go to the 
fountain?” He died a martyr for the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

But in proportion as we advance over centuries, light 
and life begin to decrease in the church. Why? Be- 
cause the torch of Scripture begins to be obscured, and 
the deceptive lights of human authorities begin to re- 
place it. After that the Emperor Constantine, about 
the beginning of the fourth century, had stretched the 
sceptre of his power over the church, the evil increased 
in magnitude. But, just as a lamp, when about to ex- 
pire, suddenly spreads a vivid light, just as man, a little 
before he dies, appears sometimes to return to life, in 


* Neander, K. Gesseh. iii. 950. See Origen, Hom. ii. in Jerem. 
+ Cyp. Epist. 74. 
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the same way the great principle of the authority of 
the Scriptures established by Jesus Christ, before it was 
extinguished in darkness by the barbarians, emitted 
bright hghts once more. | 

About the end of the fourth century, there was 
found at Bethlehem, near the place where the Saviour 
was born, a presbyter, Jerome, the rival of Origen in 
biblical knowledge. “It is the teaching of the Spirit,” 
he said, “ which is transmitted to us in the canonical 
books,—if the councils have established aught that is 
contrary to them, I reckon it an impiety.”* ‘‘ If any one 
speak without the authority of the Scriptures,” he con- 
tinues, “it is only prating, which deserves no confi- 
dence.” ‘All that has not the authority of the 
Scriptures on its side,” says he, finally, ““may be de- 
spised as easily as proved.” t 

At the same time, we find as the patriarch of Constan- 
tinople, a pious and zealous man—named the Golden 
Mouth—Chrysostom. You perhaps say, “Amid the 
many voices which we hear, which must I believe?” - 
*[ implore, and I beseech you,” replies the Golden 
Mouth, “to shut your ears to every other voice, and 
to follow as your rule the canon of Holy Scripture.” § 
Elsewhere he says upon Psalm xev., “If any thing be 
affirmed without Scripture, the mind of the hearer re- 
mains undecided. But if it be from Scripture that the 
voice proceeds, the discourse of him who speaks, and 
the mind of him who listens, are equally established.” 


* “ Nefas duco.”—Ep. ad Galat. 

+ ‘Garrulitas non habet fidem.”—Ep. ad Titum. 

+ “ Eadem facilitate contemnitur qua probatur.”—In Matt. xxiii. 
§ Hom. xiii. upon Genesis. 
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About the same time, a celebrated bishop, Augustine, 
taught at Hippo, in Africa. Do you say, my brethren, 
But after all, who is the author of the Holy Scripture ? 
Augustine will teach you. ‘All Scripture,” he will 
tell you, ‘“‘ was written by the fingers of God—that is 
to say, by the Holy Spirit who filled the men of God.” * 
Do you say, When we assemble for discussion with 
those who hold a different opinion, what must we do ?- 
Augustine will teach you. “ Let us remove from 
among us,” he will tell you, “‘ all our papers and all our 
books, and let the Book of God be alone brought for- 
ward.t Hear Christ speaking. Hear the truth teach- 
ing—Let us no more hear, ‘I say this, ‘I say that ;’ 
but let us hear, ‘ Ze Lord says these things.’ ” 

*¢ Will some one ask me, Why do you wish us to put 
away our books from among us? I reply, Because I 
do not wish men to prove any thing by human docu- 
ments, but by the oracles of God. Read to us this 
from the law, this from the prophets, this from the 
Psalms, from the Gospel, from the Epistles of the 
Apostles. Read, and we believe.” t 

But, you will say, Augustine was a Catholic. I will 
answer—In that case, it appears that there are Catho- 
lics of very different kinds; for hear what Augustine 
said: ‘It is not necessary to think with the Catholic 
bishops, if they hold any thing contrary to the canoni- 
cal Scriptures of God.”§ Would to God that many 

* Aug. Opera, iv. 31. 

+ “ Auferantur e medio chartz nostra, procedat in medium 
Codex Dei.”—In Ps, lvii. 

+ “Legite ... et credamus.”—De Unitate Eccles., ch. vi. 


§ “Ne Catholicis Episcopis consentiendum est.”—De Unitute 
Eccles. ch. x, 
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Catholics were to think thus, and even many Protes- 
tants, who are much less Protestant than Augustine re- 
garding this fundamental principle of Protestantism. 
Here, my brethren, we must pause: the wild tree 
has grown, and already its branches are about to over- 
shadow the beautiful tree of the Scriptures. The torch 
of the oracles of God, which Jesus Christ had kindled, 
and which his disciples had faithfully held, is more and 
more obscured, and is about to be almost extinguished 
in the world. And what will happen then? What 
happens! When the sun is concealed, darkness covers 
the earth. Truth departs, life departs, holiness departs, 
love departs, hope departs, order departs, peace departs, 
the freedom of the churches of Christ departs—all, 
all departs, because the authority of the Word of God 
is gone. No doubt, there were still other causes 
which contributed to the darkness; but I do not hesi- 
tate to say, that the principal cause was, that a veil was 
then thrown over the Holy Scripture—over its divine 
authority. We have, after that, the middle ages, with 
their barbarities, their fooleries, and their horrors. 
There are still many theologians—one is called the most 
subtle doctor; another, the most irrefragable doctor ; 
a third, the most wonderful doctor; but none of them 
at all is the most scriptural doctor. They never think 
of studying, of explaining, of circulating the Holy 
Scripture. Their fort is dialectics, and it is by philo- 
sophy that they try to mould theology. Such, my breth- 
ren, will be the darkness—such will be the disorders— 
such will be the barbarism—into which, with the aid of 
other deleterious doctrines widely spread in our day, men 
will forthwith plunge Christianity, if they succeed in the 
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audacious attempt to deprive us of the light of heaven 
—the divine authority of the Holy Scripture of the 
Lord. — 

At the same time, amid that dark night of the middle 
ages, some sparks were here and there preserved, and 
even in places the most benighted, we see sudden lights 
from time to time appearing. Whence come they ? 
Always from the fact that some men, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, have seized the torch of the Scriptures 
when nearly extinguished, and, waving it in the air, 
have fanned the flame again. 

In the lowly valleys of the Alps, to the north of 
Mount Viso, and near the sources of the Po, some 
simple Christians live during the middle ages, who pre- 
serve the essential traditions of the primitive church. 
Ask them what he who has not the truth should do to 
attain to it— 

“‘ Regarde |’Escriptura del fin commenczament.” 

‘“‘ Let him study the Scripture from commencement to 
close.” 

Insist upon some error, and see how they combat it— 

‘Ma l’Escriptura di, e nos creire o deven.” — 

*‘ But the Scripture says, and that we should obey.” * 

A rich merchant, Peter Waldo, appeared during the 
twelfth century in the superstitious city of Lyons, and 


* La Noble Lecon. See verses 19, 23, 286, 287, &c. There is 
scarcely a page where these words are not found:—“ Ma I’ Escrip- 
tura di.” The Confession of Faith of the ancient Vaudois, which 
bears the date 1120, says, “‘ Nos reconten per Sanctas Scripturas 
canonicas, li libres de la S. Bibla.”” Then follows the catalogue of 
all our holy books. There is preserved in the library of Cambridge 
a Vaudois MS., entitled “Sola Dei lege Scripta definiri fidei con- 
troversia.”’ 
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many souls among all people were led by his means to 
the knowledge of Christ. Will you say to him, How 
didst thou accomplish that? He will reply to you, “I 
selected a learned priest and a young secretary. The 
priest translated and dictated the Scriptures in the vul- 
gar tongue; the young man wrote them. When I had 
thus obtained the books of the Bible, I caused them tobe 
copied, and’I had them circulated, explained, preached.” 
Will you ask, And what did Rome do? “ Ah! Rome,” 
he will reply, “by the Archbishop of Lyons, forbade us 
to explain the Scriptures (ne intromitterent se de Scrip- 
turis exponendis).” And the famous Pope Innocent III. 
declared that, ‘‘as every beast which touched the moun- 
tain was to be punished with death, every layman was 
interdicted (simplex aliquis et indoctus) from touching 
the Holy Scripture.” That arrogant and cruel Pope 
believed that biblicism was the scourge of the church. 
A doctor, John Wickliffe, appears in England in the 
fourteenth century, and spreads a bright light, which 
continues even till the Reformation. Do you ask him 
to tell you the principle by which he dissipated the 
darkness? He will answer you—“ Here it is. No 
writing has any authority or weight, except in so far as 
the thought which it expresses proceeds from the Holy 
Scripture.”* Do you say to him, And how did you act? 
“J translated the Holy Scriptureinto the English tongue,” 
he will reply, ‘“‘so that women, laymen, know it bet- 
ter now than some priests and learned men. But 
the priests cried out, ‘It is heresy to speak of the Holy 
Scripture in English.’” They did not like biblicism. 


* “ Nisi de quanto sua scntcntia a Scriptura sacra sit derivata.”"— 
Lib. quat. Dialog. 
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A powerful preacher, John Huss, preaches in the 
Free Oratory of Bethlehem, at Prague, in Bohemia, 
about the commencement of the fifteenth century. The. 
priests burned him alive at Constance ; but he was the © 
instrument of God in circulating a Christian vitality 
which continued till the Reformation—or rather, which 
continues still. Do- you approach his funeral pile, and 
ask him what is, in his opinion, the foundation of 
faith? ‘¢ Every Christian,” he will tell, ‘is bound to 
believe every truth which the Holy Spirit has deposited 
in the Scripture.” * 

You see, then, that at all times, and in every place, 
wherever there was light and life, there men had the 
Scriptures. In all ages—even in the middle ages 
themselves, wherever the Scripture was, there was also 
evangelical Christianity—Christian Protestantism. It 
began with Jesus Christ, and has never entirely disap- 
peared from the earth. 


II. We come now to the second grand epoch, the 
most important for humanity, next to that of the advent 
of the Son of God—the Reformation. 

As some have pretended that the divine authority of 
the Scriptures was not an original and fundamental 
principle of Christianity, they have also assured us that 
it was not an original and fundamental principle of the 
Reformation. Men have said that the Holy Scriptures 
were not regarded at the commencement of that reno- 
vation of the church, as an authority in matters of faith, 
and that it is to an accident that we owe the more 


* « Tenetur quilibet Christianus credere omnem veritatem quam 
S. Spiritus posuit in Scriptura.”—Tractatus de Ecclesia, 
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recent introduction of that principle. Might we not 
say that these two grand dispensations of God—pri- 
mitive Christianity and the Reformation—have been 
stretched upon the iron bed of an inexorable system, 
and that as they were much longer than it, men have 
cut off their feet, as Procustes did? The most certain 
result of that dangerous operation will be to hinder 
these two grand dispensations from moving. 

What are the principles of the Reformation? All 
the evangelical theologians agree to signalize two. 

There is, first of all, the principle called material, but 
which should rather be called essential, because it is the 
essence, the very substance of the doctrine of the Re- 
formers. That principle is faith in Jesus Christ who was 
dead and is alive again, and justification by that faith. 
Salvation comes by living faith in Christ the Redeemer, 
and not by works. Christ is “the wisdom, the right- 
eousness, the sanctification, and redemption” of his 
people. “ There is salvation in none other.” Behold 
the essential principle ! 

But there is another principle—a formative, or for- 
mal principle—that is to say, one which formed evan- 
gelical doctrine. What is it ? 

This is the place, my brethren, of the second palpable 
error of which I spoke to you last Lord’s day. Some 
say that the Reformation began without asserting the 
authority of the Scriptures; but that, having come 
into collision with Anabaptism, in order to combat it, 
the Reformation established that principle, to the great 
detriment of the religious movement and of Christian spi- 
rituality. Before that heresy, it has been said, the Refor- 
mation furled its sails. The Anabaptists play the same 
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part in history regarding this point, as the Gnostics 
regarding the other. 

The graveness of this error can be compared only 
with that which makes the doctrine of Jesus Christ re- 
garding Scripture an invention of Catholicism in the 
second century. 

It would have been singular (let us remark it in 
passing) if the Reformation had established the autho- 
rity of Scripture to combat Anabaptism—a doctrine 
which, you know, would have us to confer baptism, not 
upon little children, but only upon adults who profess 
the faith. However decided I may be for the baptism 
of infants, it is yet necessary for me clearly to acknow- 
ledge that the express command— Baptize infants,” is 
found in no part of the gospel. And men have en- 
tirely changed the nature of the Reformation to be able 
to draw from Scripture—what? Declarations which 
are not found there at all! But, let us not pause at @ 
priori considerations—let us judge, not according to our 
fancy, and the exigencies of our system, but according 
to authentic documents—according to facts, for this is 
a point of history. 

The formative principle of evangelical Christianity is 
found in the very cradle of the Reformation. It lies 
at the foundation of the famous Theses by which Luther 
began the new era in 1517. In fact, if indulgences be 
the great evil which he combats, the Word of God is the 
great good which he opposes to them. He complains 
(Thesis 54) that men occupy more time in announcing an 
indulgence than the Word of God ; and in the very pro- 
testation which Luther appended to his Theses, and where 
he lays down the theological and Christian b: ss upon 
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which he rests, the reformer declares (five years before 
the first Anabaptists), ‘“‘ that he is not so arrogant as to 
prefer his opinions to those of all others, but at the same 
time, that he is not so devoid of understanding as to 
place the divine Word under the fables invented by 
human reason.” ‘Thus to put the Word of God upper- 
most—behold Luther's first step! It is by that Word 
of God that he will do battle against all the fables. 
This decides, from the outset, the reformers point of 
view. 

The adversaries of Scripture understood him at once ; 
and thus Tetzel, terrified by the presumption which 
pretends to place the Word of God above all, says, in 
the seventeenth of his Theses, published in reply to 
those of Luther, “It is necessary to teach Christians 
that the church maintains as certain articles of catholic 
truth, many points which are not found in the collection 
of the Holy Scripture.” This is clear, my brethren. The 
venders of indulgences set little value upon the canon— 
the collection of the Holy Scripture. 

From the first moment of the Reformation, the two 
principles are thus confronted. We have, on the one 
side, the Papacy placing the Church above, and Scripture 
beneath ; on the other, the Reformation putting Scrip- 
ture above, and the Church beneath. Let us proceed. 

You are next to see how this man of God will suc- 
cessively overthrow all the earthly authorities which 
formed the foolish confidence of man, and how he will 
exalt to a proper place the holy authority of the Scrip- 
ture of God ;—how, plucking up by the roots the heath 
which grows in the wilderness (according to the expres- 
sion of the prophet), he will substitute for it a strong 
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and fertile tree planted near a river of water. Never, 
perhaps, did so feeble a power engage in a struggle with 
might so gigantic—never was a victory so prodigious, 
so courageously and completely won. ‘This is more 
wonderful than the three hundred men of Gideon beat- 
ing the thousands of Midian, or than the sling of David 
overthrowing the giant Goliath. 

The first authority which the Reformer, supported 
by the verdict of the Bible, overthrows, is that of the 
famous scholastics :—“ I reserve for myself, as a privi- 
lege conferred by Christian liberty,” he says, in August 
1518, ‘the power to accept or reject the mere opinions 
of Thomas Aquinas, of Bonaventure, and other doctors 
of the schools, according to the precept of the apostle 
Paul, ‘ Prove all things: hold fast that which is good.’” 
The same will forthwith be the lot of the Pope. 

Following up his conference at Augsburg with the 
legate De Vio, Luther took this new step. At the 
close of 1518 he published a protestation in which he 
entirely abandoned the Papal authority. ‘ The Pope,” 
he says, “can err, can sin, can Jie, like any other man.” 
You hear that—Lie /—of that high priest—regarded as 
the vicar of God, and by many as God himself—-Luther, 
supported by the authority of Scripture, declares, he 
can err, he can lie! This is an enormous step! 

Luther had the right to take it. He advanced in spite © 
of himself, and the light became always more disen- 
gaged from the darkness in his mind. In the famous 
dispute at Leipsic with Dr Eck, three years before the 
first Anabaptists, the Reformer arrives at perfect clear- 
ness as to the fountain of religious knowledge. He 
says (Disput. Acta), on the 5th of July 1519, “ We car- 
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not constrain any Christian to believe any thing, except 
by the Holy Scripture, which is properly the divine right.” 
He repeats, “It is by divine right forbidden to believe 
any thing which cannot be proved by the Holy Scrip- 
ture, or by a certain revelation.” Jor Luther, the con- 
tents of Scripture are equal to a sure, a real revela- 
tion, of which he now appears not to have wished to 
deny the possibility. 

The instant that he discovered the authority of the 
Scripture of God, Luther is free—for you know it, and 
a servant of God* said it to usin this chapel, a little be- 
iore his death—‘‘ Without obedience there is no liberty.” 
Luther was emancipated from all human tuition by the 
authority of the Word of God. His religious life is 
reinforced, his spirituality increases, his courage becomes 
an hundredfold greater, and the Christian movement is 
about to make great advances. ‘This new conviction of 
the servant of God is expressed with power. Upheld by 
the Scripture of God, he strikes to the right, he strikes 
to the left; he brushes away all those reeds which have 
grown around the rock of God, and concealed it so long 
from the eyes of the faithful. He prostrates all the false 
authorities, like Dagon before the ark of the Eternal. 

He betakes himself first to the universities, whose voice, 
especially that of the University of Paris, was as much 
venerated by many as the voice of the Pope himself. 
In his Lutheran Hesolutions regarding the propositions 
of Leipsic, he cries, “that he wishes to be free like a 
Christian theologian, and that the power of an uui- 
versity shall not hinder him from confessing what he 
knows to be truth.” 

* M. Vinct. 
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After these learned bodies, he attacks the councils, 
which he had himself invoked; and brandishing above 
them the club of the Scriptures, he gives them a terrible 
blow. “ Ifa single council has once been deceived,” says 
he, ‘‘ all may have been deceived. Ifthey have erred in a 
single article, even by that their whole authority falls.” 
And he writes ironically to Latomus, in 1521, a little 
more than a year before the first Anabaptists, “ What 
Holy Scripture has that council on its side? If a council 
can exist without the Scripture, and if it be enough that 
the tonsure and the hats of bishops be assembled, why 
do we not go into the churches, take the images of 
wood and of stone, and then, collecting them together, 
and putting the hats and the bonnets of priests upon 
their heads, why do we not form in this manner a beau- 
tiful universal council ?” 

After the turn of the councils and the universities 
comes that of the traditions and the fathers. “ A 
Christian controversy,” says Luther, in his reply to 
Eimser, in 1521, about a year before the first Anabap- 
tists, “should be founded upon Scripture. We need 
not avail ourselves of the teaching of the fathers, except 
to arrive at the Scripture—as they come thither them- 
selves—and then allow the Holy Scripture to exist 
alone.” 

The reformer is not contented with making this de- 
claration to the theologians—he makes it to Charles V. 
himself. 

On the 28th of April 1521, on the occasion of his 
citation to Worms, he writes to that emperor :—* I am 
perfectly ready to accept and sustain the judgment, with- 
out making any reservation whatever, except the Word 
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of God alone—that clear, transparent Word, which is 
not subject to any one, but which has a just title to 
be placed above every thing, and to continue the judge 
of all men.” 

Finally: when he is led captive into the castle of the 
Wartburg, how does he conduct himself? He knows 
that if he would spread evangelical Christianity among 
his people, he must spread the New Testament. He 
knows that a testimony from God is needed to put 
to silence all those testimonies of men which rise up 
against the truth—and he sets himself to translate the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Thus, Luther has discarded all other authorities to 
exalt that of God in his Scripture. Never was so 
great a revolution accomplished in the kingdom of 
mind. All this, be it well observed, was done before 
the Anabaptists arose. J pause in these citations a 
year before them. ! 

Beyond a doubt, Luther might sometimes be in error; 
but you see now whether the Reformation did not be- 
gin by re-establishing the authority of the Scriptures ! 

Martin Luther was not alone. The principles re- 
asserted by him are placed in the same rank by Melanc- 
thon. In his Defence against Eck, in August 1519, 
three years before the Anabaptists, Melancthon, the 
theologian of the Reformation, laid down this beauti- 
ful principle, which is the foundation of evangelical 
Christianity: ‘“‘ There is only one Scripture, inspired 
by Heaven, pure, truthful in all things, which is called 
canonical.” And he adds: “It is given to us on pur- 
pose that we may compare with it, as with a touch- 


stone, the sentences and decrees of men.” 
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The famous Lect Communes of Melancthon, which 
formed the first dogmatic theology of the evangelical 
church, are a constant invitation to study the Serip- 
ture. The Holy Scripture is there regarded by the 
author as an image of the Divinity, according to which 
it is necessary to mould the Christian life. ‘* Who- 
ever, he says, “derives Christianity from any other 
source than canonical Scripture, is deceived.” * 

In Switzerland, Zuingle does the same; he seems 
to have recognised the grand principle before Luther. 
In 1516, a long time before the Anabaptists, he ex- 
plained the Scripture, we are told, “not by the fables 
of men, but only by comparing the holy Biblical Serip- 
tures with themselves.” Having arrived at Zurich in 
1519, he tells the Chapter that he would first explain 
the gospel of St Matthew, “ exclusively from the sources 
of the Holy Scripture.” 

In 1523, when the vicar of Constance proposed to 
refer the subject of the first religious conference to the 
Universities of Paris, of Cologne, or Louvain, ‘* That 
is not necessary,” replied Zuingle ; “‘we have already 
an impartial and infallible judge: it is in the Holy 
Scripture. It can neither lie nor deceive.” And when 
an adversary wished to appeal to the fathers, he replied, 
“We are not treating here either of fathers or of 
mothers, but of what is truly in accordance with the 
Word of God.” 

And in 1520, before the Anabaptists arose, what was 
the grand wish of Tyndale, the reformer of England ? 


* “Fallitur quisquis aliunde Christianismi formam petit quam a 
Scriptura Canonica.” 
+ Opp. i. 119. 
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What was it that originated in his mind the design to 
translate the Scriptures? He had begun to spread 
evangelical truth by conversations and preachings ; 
but scareely had he planted the Word, when the priests 
came and tore it up. ‘I cannot be every where,” he 
said; ‘oh, if Christians had the Holy Scripture trans- 
lated into their mother tongue, they could themselves 
resist the priests. Without the Bible, it is impossible 
to maintain the truth.” * 

Finally, Calvin, our great theologian, is of the same 
opinion. According to him (in his Letter to Cardinal 
Sadolet), the Word of God alone lies beyond the sphere 
of our judgment. And in the “ Antidote to the Articles 
of the Theological Faculty of Paris,” he says :—“ If any 
controversy arise, it must not be decided according to 
he pleasure of men, but by the sole authority of God. 
Since the world is now in great trouble, owing to the 
diversity of opinions, there is no other remedy; we 
must seek our refuge in the Scripture.” Alas! it is 
still the same ! 

Such, then, was the principle established throughout 
the Reformation—the sovereign and exclusive authority 
of Scripture. 

Yes, my brethren, beware lest you believe that 
Luther and the reformers only piled ruins upon ruins 
around them, as the disciples of the Pope pretend. Be- 
fore them, the Schoolmen mutilated ; behind them, the 
Pope overthrown ; to the right, the Universities behold- 
ing their oracles rejected ; to the left, the Traditions 
torn in pieces; all around, the Councils dethroned— 
ruins! ruins every where! Ah! if what is now said 

* Tyndale’s Works, i. 3. 
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were true ; ifthe divine Scripture were not the sovereign 
and ‘sole authority in matters of faith, the Romanists 
might say, Ruins! every where ruins! But know 
ye, O disciples of the Pope! what Luther and the re- 
formers resemble? They are like a valiant general 
long shut up in a fortress by the rebel subjects of his 
king, long surrounded by their trenches, their fosses, 
their lines of approach, and their parallels, and who 
suddenly sallies with power from the walls, throws 
himself upon the enemy, demolishes their lines, spreads 
ruin through their trenches, breaks up their mines, 
chases the enemy on every side, re-establishes the legi- 
timate authority, and plants over all the glorious stand- 
ard of his king. 

If Luther overthrew the authority of man, it was only 
to exalt the authority of God. No doubt, he did not 
overlook certain difficulties which Scripture presents, 
regarding which men now make much noise, and on 
account of which they propose to Christendom to aban- 
don the divine testimony on which our faith reposes. Dif- 
ficulties! Certainly they exist every where, even in life ; 
yet that was never a reason for committing suicide. 
“‘There are here,” said Luther, upon John ii. 13-16, 
“some chronological questions which I have no wish 
to resolve. That is of little importance, even though 
there are some people among us whose mind is so 
acute and so subtle, that they are often pleased to put 
forward all sorts of questions, and desire us to take 
the trouble of answering all that passes through their 
head.” 

What! the Bible is a book entirely human, and, at 
the same time, as entirely divine ; and should it present 
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no difficulty to us? As there is an union of the divine 
and the human nature, there is a mystery; and as 
there is a mystery, there are things which we cannot 
comprehend and explain. The God-man presents to 
us unfathomable depths ; and should the Bible present 
none? Ah! it would not then be the Word with the 
two natures. There is certainly one way of escap- 
ing from the mystery, and disembarrassing it from 
difficulties; that is, by suppressing one of the two 
natures. Does the man-God confound you? Well! 
Take away godhead from Jesus, says one, and make 
him only man. Does the Scripture of God embarrass 
you? Well! take away the divine and infallible Word 
from the Bible, adds another, and leave only a human 
word, a little more holy than others, like the Jesus of 
Socinus. As for me, may God preserve me from this 
rather clever expedient! I like better the mystery 
with the difficulties, than the easy explanation without 
the mystery. 

Let us suppose that the book of God had been given 
with the least possible amount of human interven- 
tion ; let us suppose that there had been none; that, 
by a miracle, that book fell from heaven quite com- 
plete, like the letters of which the Romish superstition 
speaks from time to time. That book, altogether 
divine, once launched into the world, would be exposed 
to human casualties, unless we admit. a perpetual 
miracle, which, for my part, I could not do. Inces- 
santly recopied, and then incessantly reprinted, that 
book would be subjected to the literary accidents to 
which all books are exposed. There would be varia- 
tions,—perhaps even one proper name might be put 
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for another, as often happens to copyists, especially 
when these names have some similarity to each other ; 
for example, Jeremiah for Zachariah. There are ac- 
cidents which flow from the lapse of time, from the 
influence of men, and which are inevitable. 

But if, even in the case of the Bible having fallen 
quite perfect from heaven, the traces of humanity would 
be inevitable, with how much more reason will they be 
so, since God has been pleased that it should be writ- 
ten upon the earth, in divers ages, in divers countries, 
by men of very different degrees of intelligence and 
culture, combining a freedom altogether human with an 
inspiration altogether divine? O ye subtle spirits, of 
whom Luther speaks! do you comprehend the union of 
the sovereign authority of God and of the liberty of man 
within you, yes, within yourselves? Will you become 
Pelagians, to escape from the difficulty? And if that 
mystery has difficulties insurmountable in you, do you 
wish that there should be none in the Bible ! 

It was not thus that Luther acted. He accepted the 
difficulties, and they did not embarrass his faith. ‘The 
evangelists do not observe the same order; very well. 
What one puts before, another puts after; I am satis- 
fied. It is possible that the Lord often repeated the 
same narrative. But though that might be the case,” 
added the reformer, “it in no respect does injury to 
faith.”* After having contemplated these human pro- 
perties of Scripture, Luther raised his head and contem- 
plated their divinity. He called them “ the right divine” 
(das Gottliche recht). ‘It is necessary,” said he, against 
Latomus, “to consider the Scripture as having God him- 


* Walch, vii. 1720. 
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self speaking init.” “ The Holy Spirit has spoken, has 
written the Scripture,” says he elsewhere.* ‘ Besides 
it, there is no other revelation of the Holy Spirit.” 
Finally, he calls Scripture “‘God himself” (Gott selbst), 
and he adds, that “‘however weak it may appear, it 
nevertheless possesses the power to make all who ad- 
here to it the children of God.” 

What! did Luther advance to the field of battle 
like a soldier unarmed? That is a discovery at which 
he would have been much astonished, and against 
which he, though dead, protests. ‘* It is with the sacred 
text,” said he, ‘‘ it is in setting out upon the foundation 
of the Holy Scripture, that I have beaten, overthrown, 
destroyed all my adversaries.” ‘The devil,” said he, 
again, “ has often attacked me so fiercely, that I knew 
not whether I was dead or alive. But with the Word 
of God I defended myself against him. No other 
help! no other counsel! One word of God suffices 
for us. A word of man is only a feeble sound, which 
passes into the air, and perishes there; but a word 
of God is more grand than heaven and earth, than 
death and hell: it is the power of God, and it endures 
for ever!” t 

And how did Luther know so well the power of Scrip- 
ture? It was because he did not do as we do; he did 
not resemble those Christians, so numerous in our days, 
who are wearied with Scripture. ‘For many years,” 
he said, “ I have read the whole Bible twice each year. 
It isa tree,” he added, “which is large, massy, and tufted, 
and all its words are so many branches and little boughs. 
There is not one of its branches, not one of its shoots, 


* Walch, xviii. 1602. + Walch, xxii. 8, 63, 54. 
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which I have not shaken, to discover whether any thing 
could be found upon it; and I have always discovered, 
even on the most slender branch, two or three apples, 
two or three pears, which dropt into my hands.” * 

Go, my brethren, do likewise, and you will know 
the divinity of the Bible. 

Yes, Luther and the other reformers did not perform 
a work of destruction. They overthrow—they disperse 
—they sweep away—but why? As architects chosen 
by God to rebuild his ruined house, they prepare the 
ground-plot—they pull up the nettles, the thorns, the 
poisonous plants—they remove the loose stones—they 
cast the decayed wood into the fire, but it is with the. 
design of laying in their place the living Rock of the 
city of God. 

My brethren, we accept that beautiful comparison of 
the nascent reformation to a ship launched upon the 
sea, and wafted with full sails. But wait—let us closely 
inspect it—adjust your glass with care, that you may 
distinctly see; let us ascertain what the sails really are ? 
At the mainmast? The Scripture! At the foremast ? 
The Scripture! At the mizenmast? The Scripture! 
At all the yards? The Scriptures—always the Scerip- 
tures! And then the breeze of the Holy Spirit descends 
from heaven, blows upon all these sails, and propels the 
vessel—behold the sails of the Reformation.t These 

* Walch, xxii. 61. 

+ In the French there are two words, Reforme and Reformation, 
used to describe the great spiritual emancipation of the sixteenth 
century. They are nearly synonymous, and often used indiscri- 
minately. The one, however, Reformation, means the work by 


which the result was produced. The other, Reforme, means the 
result itself.—TR, 
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sails she has never furled, and she will not furl them 
for ever. 

Last Lord’s day we presented to you the testimony of 
God regarding the authority of the Holy Scripture—to- 
day we have reminded you of the testimony of men. 

But if I say of men, am I not in some degree in 
error? Without doubt, the testimonies of the Son and 
of the Spirit alone are divine proofs; but there is also 
a testimony of God in the declarations of his servants 
—the testimony of Christ in history—the testimony 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of those men who have 
achieved the most in the work of the Lord. In 
all ages attacks have been made against the authority 
and inspiration of the Word of God ; but these attacks 
have never come but from the unbelieving or the super- 
stitious. The living church of God has been unanimous 
in proclaiming that inspiration, and submitting to that 
authority, so that we might address this new error in the 
proverbial saying, “‘ Tell me your company, and I will 
tell you yourself.” 

If I admit the intervention of the Holy Spirit in each 
believer, I admit that intervention also in the entire 
number of true believers. I have the conviction “ that 
the church was assisted by the Holy Spirit in determin- 
ing the elements of the Scriptural rule.”* I believe that 
the church produced by the living Word of God had a 
spirit of discernment, a relish for truth, in virtue of which 
it recognised the writings of the apostles ; and I think 
that even now, wherever the true church is found—that 
is to say, men taught by God—the Holy Scriptures evi- 


* Prolegomenes de Dogmatique Reformée, par Edmond Scherer, 
p. 45. ; 
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dence themselves, and prove that they are the very 
Word of God. The church, in thus recognising the 
Scriptures of God, does not perform an act of authority, 
as the Romish Church pretends—she performs an act 
of obedience. She does not place herself above Scrip- 
ture, but below it. If there be a church which sets it- 
self above the Word of God, it proclaims by that very 
acting that the power which it arrogates is illegitimate. 
It is not from the existing Catholic Church that we 
hold the Scriptures—it is not from the Council of Trent, 
which places the Apocrypha and tradition on the same 
level with them—no ; it is from that primitive church, 
which was an evangelical church and not a Romish 
church—from that church of the confessors and the 
martyrs, which was the original of our church, and not 
the original of the church of the Pope. Protestantism 
being only resistance to error, and especially to the 
error which is opposed to the Scriptures, it has existed 
at all times; but it has existed above all, and it exists 
still, wherever the Scripture, its study, its interpretation, 
its defence, its propagation have held, or hold the first 
rank. It will fall along with Scripture. 

So very far is the Romish Church from being the 
mother from whom we receive the Scripture, that, on the 
contrary, her great fault, her great act of rebellion, has 
been to displace divine inspiration, and transfer it from 
the Scriptures to the clergy. The church of the Pope, 
during the middle ages, did not distinctly deny the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures; but she was little con- 
cerned about it—she was contented to affirm that the 
Holy Spirit was present in the church representative— 
in the Pope and the priests. Ifthe Pope and the priests 
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were inspired, it was sutficiently indifferent whether the 
Scriptures were or were not so. The pontifical church 
could entirely abandon the oracles of God, since she 
had made herself these oracles. The Pope is the Bible 
of the Papists; and that pretence annuls the true 
Bible, almost as much as the denial of inspiration which 
we combat at this hour. 

The movement of the Reformation was precisely the 
reverse of that of the Papacy. It also displaced inspi- 
ration, but mark what it did—it took it from the visible 
and hierarchical church, where the pretensions to inspi- 
ration were only an illusion incessantly contradicted by 
facts, and restored it to the Holy Scriptures where God 
had put it. 

Whilst the Romish Church is founded upon the 
Holy Spirit, who, it says, speaks in the Councils and the 
Popes, the evangelical church is founded upon the Holy 
Spirit, who speaks in the Scriptures. Upon what would 
a new church be founded, did men pretend to found one? 
Upon individualism, will some one say? ‘ But it has 
been asserted, that between individualism and authority 
there is nothing.” Ah, my brethren, it is a long time, 
it is ages, since men sought to build something upon 
mere individualism ; but it has happened that the stone 
which one individual laid, another individual over- 
threw, so that the structure was in no haste to be raised. 
Eyery church built upon man and his individualism, 
will creep along the earth for ever. 

At the same time, my brethren, there is a Christian 
individualism which is necessary. Each one of you 
should receive the authority and divinity of the Scrip- 
tures among his individual convictions. Every one of 
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you is a member of that church which, by the help of 
the Holy Spirit, receives the Scriptures of God with 
respect and submission. It is not enough that so many 
men of God, at the commencement of Christianity, 
and then of the Reformation, have been witnesses 
proclaiming the grand truth of the divinity and the 
power of the Scriptures: it is necessary, in our day, 
that you also be witnesses yourselves. A new faith, a 
new zeal, a testimony full of steadfastness and of life 
—such should be the result of trial. 

But you will say perhaps, How can we, simple- 
minded ones, study the Holy Scriptures? Should we 
not fear to approach them? No, you should not; you ~ 
have all—and the least among you the first—the means 
of testing the divine power of the Scriptures, means 
which are wanting to many of the learned. These 
means Luther himself shall describe to you. 

“T did not learn my theology,” he said, ‘all at once. 
I dug, and dug always deeper. To that, my tempta- 
tions and trials have led me. I have had the Pope, 
the universities, all the doctors, and by them, and with 
them, the devil, hanging about my neck. They have 
obliged me to save myself in the Bible, to read it, and 
read it again, with care; and it is thus that I have 
found the true meaning. If we have not trials,” he 
continued, ‘“‘ we are only ‘ theologi speculativi, specu- 
lative theologians. Then, seated behind our books, in 
our closet, when we treat of a doctrine or a command- 
ment, we say, ‘It must be thus, and thus,’ as the 
monks did in former times in their cells. But that is 
not the good way. It is not enough that an artist, 
a lawyer, a physician, have been at school. Practice! 
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practice! It is practice which is awanting in enthu- 
siasts ; and yet it is that which renders us truly learned 
in the Holy Scriptures.” * 

Thus spoke the reformer. See, then, what gives 
true knowledge. In Germany, during the time of 
rationalism, in order to have a reputation for learning, 
it was necessary to possess a little unbelief, and reject, 
at least, some good epistle. Strange error, my brethren! 
Knowledge in divine things does not walk with unbe- 
lief; it walks with faith. 

Christians, the times are critical! There are threat- 
ening clouds on the horizon. The doctrines of impiety 
agitate religion and society. Quitting the halls of cer- 
tain philosophers, they walk amid the ignorant crowd, 
and captivate them by their novelty. And it is at the 
moment when there are so many attacks from without, 
that an attack from within begins. The Holy Scrip- 
tures, translated into so many different languages, being 
the means by which Christianity in our day has 
achieved so many magnificent triumphs, the enemy 
attempts to make that all-powerful weapon drop from 
our hands. 

Ah! very far from abandoning it, let us grasp it 
with greater vigour. ‘To resist such numerous attacks, 
the church requires a solid rampart. Our fathers, to 
defend themselves against the Papal powers, built our 
bulwarks.¢ But the time when Protestantism em-~ 
ployed such defences is past; nay, it is not in them 
that men of God have ever placed their trust. What! 

* Walch, xxii. 95. 


+ This discourse was delivered at the time when the ramparts 
of Geneva were beginning to be removed. 
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shall we defend justification through faith by a covered 
way ? and the divinity of Jesus Christ by a half-moon ? 
No; if we be treating of faith, it is not breast-walls 
and countersearps that we need: it is the holy autho- 
rity, the sovereign power, of the Holy Scriptures. If 
an audacious hand come to lift a spade against the 
Scriptures of God, or to dig a mine below them, then, 
inhabitants of the city of God, then to arms! The 
enemy is at the gate! Advance, ye armies of the Eter- 
nal! Pray, contend, and, rather than permit any one 
to touch the ramparts of the Lord, let them kill you on 
the spot—we must defend the Scriptures, or perish. 
“Tf we do not wish to drink of this spring water, so 
fresh and living,” said Luther, “God will plunge us 
into swamps and sloughs, and cause us there to swal- 
low down long draughts of putrid and foetid water.” 
But far from us be such a presage. Many have 
said, ‘This attack has strengthened me in the faith of 
the Scriptures and the knowledge of God.” Let that 
be the case with all. Let the testimonies from the doc- 
tors of the first ages, and the doctors of the Reformation, 
which I have this day quoted to you, make you espe- 
cially comprehend one thing, namely, that the Holy 
Scriptures are not necessary merely to the ordinary 
believer, but are so above all to those who are appointed 
to teach ; and are we not all called, as St Peter says, to 
* show forth the praises of Him who hath called us out 
of darkness into his marvellous light?” If it be the 
character of the new dispensation that “they shall be 
all taught of God,” let us not, in imitation of the 
Pope, introduce any human teaching into the church. 
Those who haye the charge of instruction there, those 
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who are called ministers, or servants of the Word of 
God, should prove that their teaching is Christian, 
by deriving it from the testimony of the apostles and 
the prophets whom God has employed as the instru- 
ments of his revelation. If there be a salvation for 
the church, it is needful that the church recognise that 
salvation ; and in order to such a recognition, she must 
have a revelation from God to announce it. If there 
be no Word of God in the world, there is no salvation. 
‘It is necessary that a message come from heaven to earth, 
or never will my soul be raised from earth to heaven. 
Christian instruction should be founded on the Bible. 
Its substance should be biblical. Without that holy, 
without that living biblicism, we cannot have a saving 
communication of eternal truth. 

Yes, my brethren—that is what Lask of you—biblicism 
is the salvation of the church. Servants of the Word 
of God, and private believers, we have all been remiss 
in this respect. It is requisite that every one begin 
anew the study of the Bible, as if he had never studied 
it before. We must not adhere simply to the grammatical 
or edifying interpretation of the isolated meaning of a 
single passage, as the Christians of our day too exclusively 
do; we must examine the order, the connection of the 
passage—the relation of each passage of the Bible to 
the entire system of the Bible. We must apply our- 
selves to that examination, that analysis of the text of 
Seripture, which has for its object to discover, exactly 
and completely, how what is said in the Bible bears 
upon the wants of men. We must study the entire 
Bible. We must study it in the light of the Spirit of 
God, and of internal experience, for without that we 
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cannot comprehend it. We must turn the Word, and 
turn it again in every light. Then only will the 
treasures which are there concealed appear and be re- 
vealed to our soul—they will liberate it, they will 
strengthen it, and they will exalt it to the skies. 

The study of the Bible alone makes preachers, alone 
colporteurs—that alone teaches the most humble be- 
liever to declare the counsel of God. For the apostles 
themselves there was a school of the Word of God. 
Doubtless the graces of Pentecost were never equalled ; 
but those graces, bestowed on the apostles, had been 
prepared before, and were perhaps perfected thereafter, 
by the study and application of Scripture, and the 
words of Jesus, of which the Holy Spirit, whom they 
had just received, then opened the meaning to the dis- 
ciples. I grant that God could, if he pleased, raise up 
witnesses to his grace without the Scriptures ; but as a 
general rule, all those who, in the course of ages, have 
possessed the gift of preaching the Word of God 
with truth and power, have acquired it by the Word 
of the Bible. If we receive the living and effectual 
Word into our hearts, it transforms our natural dis- 
course into a holy and pure address. We must havea 
regeneration of speech as well as of the heart, and these 
two regenerations are accomplished by the divine Word 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit. The word of the 
Christian cannot possess in it a germ of life—it can- 
not be rousing, convincing, regenerating, except in so far 
as it is sought in that divine Word which the Saviour 
ealls “the seed of the kingdom.” ‘There was a mira- 
culous inspiration which ended with the apostles and 
prophets. But there is also an ordinary inspiration, 


THE TESTIMONY OF MEN. 97 


without which preaching cannot exist, and it is to commu- 
nicate that to the elect of all ages that inspiration has given 
us the Bible. All our thoughts and all our words must be 
framed according to the Bible. ‘Then shall we have a new 
language indeed for our new knowledge.—If some attack 
biblicism, it is because there is not enough of biblicism 
among us. 

Thus, then, let all Christians inspirit themselves afresh 
from the Bible ; let all learn there, by the Holy Spirit, 
to speak with a new tongue, concerning the wonderful 
things of God. The Christian who keeps at a distance 
from the Bible, is a Christian who weakens himself; the 
minister who lowers its power and authority, is a minis- 
ter who breaks his sword. Do we wish to compromise 
the work of the Reformation? Do we wish to promote 
the ruin of the church of the living God? Ah! weak- 
ness is wasting the church: the most eloquent, the most 
powerful, are grieved thereby. But do they know why 
the church is weak ? Because the word of the Bible is 
neglected there. The study of the Bible would procure for 
us a new Pentecost. The church would become again a 
sacerdotal race of servants of God—in our assemblies, and 
our meetings, the sacramental word of grace, blessed by 
the unction from on high, would reappear. What neither 
eloquence, nor wisdom, nor the noble and pathetic tones of 
the human voice could do—what the pious Christian—the 
most pious, by speaking of his inner experience, could not 
accomplish—the simple word of the Bible would achieve, 
according to the promise of God; and Christians, so weak 
in our day, returning to the source of all power, would 
see that declaration fulfilled— They overcame by the 


blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” 
G 
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DISCOURSE III. 


THE TESTIMONY OF HISTORY. 


‘‘ Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden? 
which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown 
with a flood.”—Jos xxii. 15, 16. 


GENTLEMEN, AND Drar Breraren,—The design of the 
Kyangelical Society, which brings us together to-day, is 
not single, like that of a Bible Society, or a Society for 
Missions; it is manifold. This society is occupied at 
once with the dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, the 
evangelization of souls, and the training of young 
Christians whom the Lord calls to be ministers of his 
Word. I have asked myself, Which of these different 
departments should mainly occupy us now? and it 
appeared to me that the ‘choice was not difficult. 

In assembling you this year at this Christian fes- 
tival, we have felt that it is more than ever around 
the Holy Scriptures of God, their inspiration, and 
their divine authority, that we must summon you to 
rally. The Lord, in permitting some events which are 
known to you, has himself given this indication. We 
accept it. . 

A Christian of Germany, the pious and erudite 
Rieger, said, “A large heart, and a strict conscience— 
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behold the motto of the Christian!” It is a repetition of 
those words of Paul, “‘ The truth in love.” We have 
endeavoured to follow that evangelical path in the cir- 
cumstances which have torn our hearts. Some have said 
that we have acted too promptly—others have said that 
we have been too tardy. Perhaps these contradictory 
judgments indicate that we have acted neither too 
promptly nor too slowly, and we desire to do the same 
for the future. As to all that relates to individuals, we 
ask of God a large heart. We pardon the injury which 
has been done to us—we do not say done to us.person~ 
ally, but to an Institution which we hold so dear. As 
often as certain of those sayings are presented which 
pierce our souls, because they aim a blow at the Scrip- 
tures of God, we like immediately to turn our thoughts 
to amiable qualities, to fine talents, to sincere convic- 
tions, to soothe the wound. We have not sought even to 
rectify the incorrect reports which have been circulated 
in different places. We have kept silence, saying, like 
Luther, ‘ There is need only of faith, lest the cause of 
faith be found without faith.” We would have done 
still more, had conscience allowed us. Had we been 
treating only of secondary things, of slight shades of 
difference regarding the doctrine of inspiration, we 
would have been happy to make some sacrifices to 
charity, without compromising the truth. We desire 
that a certain liberty be preserved in theological teach- 
ing. But all liberty has its limits, which we cannot 
overstep without aiming a blow at the very essence of 
things. The question which has been agitated among ~ 
us was not a question of degrees—it referred to the 
maintaining or the abandoning of one of the most 
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essential principles of evangelical Christianity — the 
inspiration and divine authority of the Holy Seriptures 
—and we could not hesitate. The twenty-one members 
of your General Committee have acted in the whole of 
this affair with the most. perfect unanimity. Faithful 
to the principle on which we have acted, I do not desire 
to address you here upon what has passed among us, 
but only to present to you the question which engages 
us, first under the theoretical, and then under the his- 
torical aspect, in reminding you of what was the first in- 
road made into Geneva, by the errors which engage us 
now, three centuries ago. 

At the same time, it is so important, in my eyes, to 
preserve the liberty of every one upon the subject in 
question, that I repeat what has already been often 
said, that the discourse of the President is entirely his 
own, and that the opinion and the responsibility of the 
Committee are found only in the Reports of the dif- 
ferent Sections. 


I. There are difficulties in the doctrine of inspiration, 
and each should here respect the individual liberty of 
his brethren. How did God act upon the agents whom 
he employed to communicate with man? Did he 
always influence them precisely in the same manner? 
What are the means which enabled these agents to dis- 
tinguish their own movements from the movements of 
the divine Spirit? We may differ upon these ques- 
tions, and upon many others. Regarding them, we 
may even have no fixed opinion. But there is a 
simple and significant fact, a fact of sovereign import- 
ance, which must be admitted by every evangelical 
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Christian ; it is, that “all Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God.” Tlaca yeaon Jeorvevoros.* 

There is in the written revelation, which is the 
Bible, as in the living revelation, which is Jesus Christ, 
two natures, two agenits—God and man. We must over- 
look neither the one nor theother. There isan Emmanuel, 
God with us, for the Bible as for the Saviour. 

Yes, there is man in the Bible. It was neither a 
trumpet, nor a voice, nor a pen, nor a hand, that God 
employed to impart to us the knowledge of salvation : 
it was souls, wills, hearts. The sacred writers were not 
passive instruments, like Balaam and Caiaphas,—they 
were living, acting organs, imprinting upon their writ- 

ings the seal of their own individuality. 

_ But-there is also God in the Bible. If the teaching 
which is found there were not that of God himself, 
would not the existence of sin in man have prevented 
the sacred writers from transmitting the truth to us 
pure, and without alloy? Would not the result to us 
have been doubt, perplexity, unbelief? Would not 
revelation thus have failed in its object ? 

And not only did the divine Spirit inspire the sacred 
writers with the doctrines—the sentiments ; he supplied, 
moreover, the right expression—the words. There 
are no ideas without words. If the Holy Spirit did 
not give the words, it would have been possible for man, 
when left to his natural powers, to employ language 
which would not have conveyed his idea. When you 
send a message to a friend, although it relate only to an 
invitation, and the hour at which you expect him, you 
prefer not to intrust it verbally to your servant, for fear 

na Lilie is 16, * 
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of error upon his part, and you give him the message 
in a letter written by your hand. And will God not 
do for eternal salvation what man does for a feast ? 

But we may here point out a distinction between two 
systems—the one, maintained in Germany in the seven- 
teenth century, adhered especially to the inspiration of 
the words, and thence deduced that of the things; and 
the other, adhering especially to the inspiration of things, 
thence deduced that of the words as a necessary conse- 
quence. It is this last system which I maintain. 

But though I maintain the inspiration of the words, 
not for the letter, but in as far as is necessary for that 
of the meaning,* I believe also in the inspiration of all 
the parts of Scripture. There is very little that is ra- 
tional in.that labour which seeks to distinguish what is 
inspired in the Bible from what is not. And what, in 
that case, must we exclude from the Bible? Shall it 
be the law, as being a dispensation of the letter? But, 
without speaking of all its other designs, is not the law 
also prophetic? Does it not, consequently, come from 
the Spirit ? 

Or, would some one rather wish to distinguish between 
doctrine and history? But is the history of the Bible 
aught but a revelation of the designs and the salvation 
of God? And is not the manifestation of God in the 
flesh by Jesus Christ at one time history and at another 
doctrine—or now doctrine and then history ? 

But let us approach nearer to what forms the subject 
of the present discussion. 

The thing essential for man is, to know the salvation 


* “Non pour la lettre, mais en tant que necessaire a celle du 
sens.” 
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of God. What are the means by which he shall arrive 
at that result ? 

These means may be within man, or without and above 
man. This was the distinction which Luther made, when 
he said, ‘It is not on the rock of the Word of God, it 
is on the sand of man’s reason, that the church of the 
Pope reposes.” 

The evangelical church makes Christian, knowledge 
rest upon a principle found without and above us—in 
a holy and infallible Scripture. According to all the 
theologians, there are two essential principles of Chris- 
tianity : 1s¢, justification by a living faith in Christ, and, 
2dly, submission to the sovereign, authority of the Scrip- 
tures. Moreover, a German doctor of our day, Professor 
Miiller of Halle, says—‘* He who does not acknowledge 
the doctrine of justification by faith, and the authority 
of the Bible, renounces the Protestant Church.” 

But, if we rejeet the Bible as a divine authority—As 
the testimony which supplies us with Christian know- 
ledge, and upon which faith reposes—what shall we 
thereafter substitute in its place ? 

Four schools are here presented; and, discarding the 
Scripture which the evangelical church puts forward, each 
school has substituted for it another source of truth. 

First come the Mystics, the most extravagant of whom 
declare that the reign of the Spirit and that of the letter 
are two hostile and incompatible reigns; that truth 
is derived from internal illumination, independent of 
Scripture; and that, when man is confronted with the 
Bible, he possesses within him a principle of spiritual 
discernment, which teaches what he must receive and 
what he must reject, 
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There is reason to fear, from our poor nature, that, in 
this spiritual selection, each one will leave out of the 
Bible precisely the thing which, according to the will of 
God, he ought above all to take. Men would run the 
same risk in that case, as if we were to present medi- 
cines and sweetmeats toa sick child, and say to him, 
*¢ My child, make the selection according to the principle 
which you have within you.” 

After this first school, I only indicate the other 
three:—The Mationalist, which substitutes Reason for 
the Bible ; the Catholic, which counts some adherents 
even in the Protestant Churches, and which substi- 
tutes Tradition for it; and, finally, the Papistical, which 
substitutes the Infallibility of the Pope. All these 
errors run into each other. The mystic school merges 
easily into rationalism and traditionalism. Mystical upon 
theory, it easily becomes rationalistic in practice, by 
the audacity with which it sometimes treats the Bible. 

The mystic school passes easily, also, into tradition. 
A celebrated German contemporary theologian, Twes- 
ten, when combating the views which we ourselves 
oppose, says, ‘ Were inspiration nothing but a cer- 
tain religious genius, should we not commend the 
Catholics who put the writings of the fathers of the 
church—of a St Augustine, a St Bernard, a St Thomas 
Aquinas—side by side with the Bible, since we cer- 
tainly cannot deny them the religious genius ?” * 
Thus speaks Twesten ; and, in truth, those whom he 
opposes, the mystico-rationalists, cheerfully concede to 
some human writings—for example, to the Epistle of 
Barnabas—the same weight as to Holy Scripture. 


* Twesten, Dogm. i., p. 423, 
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Mysticism and rationalism thus conduct us to catho- 
licism. 

It is with the mystical view, mingled with a por- 
tion of rationalism, and with a smaller share of tradi- 
tionalism, that we have chiefly at present to do. 

But will some one say—Have not doctors and be- 
lievers reason on their side, when they rise up against 
the letter? Is not the action of the Holy Spirit that 
work which is important and par excellence in Chris- 
tianity? Yes, gentlemen, but it is also very important 
to place matters in the order which God appoints. It is 
not necessary to introduce strange terms in order to create 
great heresies,—it is enough if we change the order of 
the terms which God has appointed. For example, how 
_ did the Papacy arrive at its grand heresy, that of salva- 
tion by works? It introduced nothing new. It finds 
two words in the gospel—salvation—works—which de- 
signate two most necessary things, and is contented 
with inverting their order. It puts the first term in 
the second place, and the second term in the first. 
While the gospel says, “ First, salvation, and then works 
as a consequence of salvation” — Rome says, “ First, 
works, and then salvation as a consequence of works.” 
This is nothing, she will tell us, but a very slight change 
in the order of the words which we employ. Yes; but 
that slight change produces an immense heresy which 
destroys souls, and which overthrows, so to speak, both 
heaven and earth. 

It is the same in the question which engages us now. 
The written Word and the Holy Spirit—behold the two 
terms—the two organs by which God communicates 
the truth which saves. But what is the relation be- 
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tween that Word and that Spirit, according to the Bible, 
and the evangelical churches ? 

I prefer not to indicate that relation myself, but to 
have recourse to other theologians for that; and I will 
give the preference to the most liberal of those who are 
represented (unjustly no doubt) as the partizans of the 
opinion which I oppose. 

The first whom I shall cite shall be Dr Nitzsch, at 
present professor at Berlin. Mark what we read in 
his Dogmatics, under the article entitled ‘‘ The Word of 
God and the Spirit :’—** The gift of the Spirit himself 
is linked to the Word of God which precedes it. That 
relation never terminates, so that Christian knowledge 
can never be based upon a foundation purely internal, 
and for each man to appeal to the inner light in con- 
tempt of the external word, infallibly ends in senseless 
enthusiasm—in baseless extravagance.” 

I have quoted Dr Nitzsch to you the more willingly, 
because he, along with Dr Miiller, whom I have already 
named, and the learned Neander, is the founder of a 
new ‘Journal Allemand de la foi, et de la vie Chre- 
tienne”—which, it is said, seeks to. modify the received 
doctrines regarding Scripture. ‘ Every action of the 
Holy Spirit,” says Twesten, also, in his Dogmaties, *‘ has 
for its condition, for its instrument, the Word of God 
in Scripture.” 

It was that opinion, gentlemen, which was established 
from the earliest times of the Reformation. Luther calls 
those who say that the Scripture is a dead letter, and 
who boast only of the Spirit, tolle geister, rotten geister, 
that is to say, fools and blunderers. “ The letter,” he 
says, ‘“‘ does not give life by itself, but it should be pre- 
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sent, in order that the Holy Spirit may act by it upon 
the heart.” If men speak of a Spirit whom they do not 
receive through the written Word, it is not the good 
Spirit—it is the devil come bodily from hell.* I assert, 
with the firmest conviction, that not one enlightened 
theologian, even in Germany, will stumble upon this 
point. 

Miiller, Neander, Nitzsch, Tholuck, have too much 
knowledge and good sense to fall into this baseless ex- 
travagance, as one of them stigmatizes it. Some of 
their disciples may go farther than they, and that de- 
serves all their attention; but never will the masters 
adhere to that divorce which some proclaim between 
the Spirit and the Scripture. Some shades separate our 
opinion from that of the theologians of whom I speak ; 
but between them and the opinion which we oppose, 
there is, or I am much deceived, an abyss. 

Let us observe that it is necessary to distinguish two 
schools among the mystics. 

The one—the most moderate—which I will call the 
mystico-christian, recognises the Scripture as inspired 
by God, but admits the Holy Spirit only as instructing 
us independently of Scripture ; that was the opinion of 
the Quaker Barclay. That error is accompanied by 
numerous dangers ; but those who hold it, we must ac- 
knowledge, still possess the Word and the Spirit. 

The second school—the most extreme—and which I 
will call the mystico-rationalist, does not acknowledge the 
inspiration of Scripture—doesnot see in this doctrine any 
thing but a cabalistic ventriloquism, and wishes simply 
to substitute for it the noble accents of the human voice. 

* “ Sondern der leydige teufel aus der hoelle.”—L, Opp. viii. 1176. 
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I wish there were some exceptions to the rule; but I 
fear that it must be said, in a general discussion, that the 
disciples of this school have neither the Word which 
they reject, nor the Spirit which they claim; for you 
have heard that the one is knit to the other, and in re- 
jecting the one we lose the other. 

Yes, gentlemen, there is one faith in the Holy Scripture. 
The church reposes upon the living conviction of Chris- 
tians, that the same voice of God which gave the word 
and the lessons of the apostles in evangelical times, gave 
the Scriptures also then, and gave them sufficient, per- 
fect, infallible, to exhibit clearly and surely in every 
age the unchangeable will of God. This firm reliance 
on the Holy Scriptures is a grace of the Holy Spirit, 
and the mother of all the graces. He who loses it 
loses one gift of God, and is in danger of losing all the 
rest. 

You deceive yourselves, inexperienced persons who 
adhere to the new system will no doubt say, we lose 
nothing. On the contrary, the doctrine which we 
receive is a new sun which has arisen upon the world— 
a second reformation—a new era of light, of liberty, 
and life—a means of satisfying those who long for a true 
ceatholicity, and of leading, as a happy termination, to 
the union of all Christians. 

These pretensions, gentlemen, are not new. Already 
have the mystics of the middle ages announced, that 
after the dispensation of the /ather—the Old Testament 
—the dispensation of the Son—the New, they them- 
selves were about to commence the dispensation of the 
Spirit. At other times they said, that after the period 
of Paul, then of James, they were about to enter into 
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the period of John; and the fantastic Swedenborg, 
who is connected with the doctrines which we combat, 
announced, in 1770, ‘“‘ the new church, the spiritual 
completion of the Christian church, to form the new 
Jerusalem.” 

By causing these ignes fatui to blaze, men have at 
all times infallibly allured generous but imprudent 
youth into concealed and perilous marshes, It is im- 
portant, therefore, to weigh the value of that pretence. 

There is, in. the Course of Hcclesiastical History, by 
Dr Neander, a reflection which has always struck me 
—not by its novelty—it is so evident, that many others 
have made it both before and after him—but by its truth 
and its importance. Speaking of the different uses of 
church history, the Doctor remarks, that it enables 
us to discover the dangers with which we may be 
menaced, by presenting to us an’ account of similar 
dangers felt in former ages. ‘ Human nature,” he says, 
*‘as to its errors, is the same at all times. History 
consequently furnishes the best means of resisting, in 
the most profitable manner, the sources of evil which 
may appear in the church in our own day, for it shows 
us that the same causes have opposed the influence of 
true Christianity in all ages.”* 

This remark of Neander is essentially the same as 
that of Solomon, ‘There is nothing new under the 
sun.” J have thought, then, that it might be useful 
to present you here with a short chapter of history. 
We know the nature of the opinion which has appeared 
amongst us, though we do not yet know the part which 
it may act in the church. But we may know it by con- 

* MS, Course of Dr Neander, at the University of Berlin. 
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sidering the same opinion as it appeared in former ages. 
This new sun, this reforming system, is nothing, we 
must certainly say, but some old notions revived, 
and these among the least valuable of all that history 
supplies. We have here, then, a rule of three; there 
is one term which we do not know, but there are three 
which we do know ; and you are aware, that with three 
known terms we can determine, with perfect exactness, 
the fourth, or the unknown. 

In order, then, to try the experiment indicated by 
Neander, I desire to explore our annals for three cen- 
turies back, to see who were the first doctors in Geneva 
who substituted for the authority of God in Scripture 
the individual authority of man, giving it the name of 
the Holy Spirit.* Allow me to present to you, as an 
offering of welcome to our Geneva of 1850, a picture 
of Geneva in 1550, a little earlier and a little later. 


II. History, by the representation of the errors of 
past ages, fortifies us against those of the present ; but 
it opposes those who labour to discover a tendency to 
characterize individuals in a serious work which has no 
other object but to characterize errors. After having 
reminded you of that, I enter on our subject. 

It is three centuries since a great agitation was 
observed in the ‘theological city.” Two sprightly pens, 
which have declared more or less in favour of the anti- 
scriptural system which we oppose, have lately desig- 
nated our city by that name, with a shade of malicious- 
ness, for which we pardon them with all. our heart. 


* «T/autorité individuelle de homme, en lui donnant le nom de 
Saint-Esprit.” 
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May it please God that Geneva shall more completely 
merit the name of the “ theological city,” for theology : 
is that which speaks of God. ‘Three centuries ago, 
then, as in our day, there was a great commotion in the 
theological city, and the following was the cause :— 

In 1540, Calvin had known at Strasburg a young 
savant, named Chatillon, who was then twenty-five 
years of age. Being eager to assemble enlightened 
men in Geneva, he invited that professor thither, as all 
our annals tell. Chatillon was endowed with remark- 
able talents, with diversified acquirements, with lively 
feelings, and a mind strongly enamoured of liberty. 
His conduct was irreproachable, and he had something 
_ interesting in his whole bearing. ‘ Faveo ingenio et 
doctrine,” said Calvin concerning him. “I love his 
genius and learning.” But the reformer soon perceived 
that the learned Hellenist wanted judgment, and that 
he was immoderately self-confident.* Theodore Beza 
gave him, in consequence, the Greek name of Idsoyvwuwy, 
as if he would call him an individualist par eacellence, 
a man who does not receive the light which comes from 
without—for example, through the Scriptures of God— 
but who luxuriates in ‘his own peculiar opinions. To 
that he added some imprudence and little tact with his 
opponents ; provided that he struck hard, it was of little 
importance whether he struck justly. ‘‘ His writings,” 
says a biographer of ‘Calvin, “ were characterized by 
logic the most penetrating, and a genius the most keen. 
The celebrated historian Schlosser calls him ‘ the learned 
but the unfortunate, the proud and the troublesome Se- 


* “ Vellem illud conjunctum esse cum meliore judicio.” ‘“ Illam 
immodicam confidentiam.”—Caly. Epp. Anno 1544. 
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bastian,’”’ as that was his name by baptism. Another his- 
torian, P. Henry, says that he was “ganz was die 
franzosen,” or exactly what the French call “une 
mauvaise tete.” Though he came from Strasburg, he 
was not born there; he came from France, to which 
Strasburg did not then belong. He commonly took 
the Latin name of Castellio or Castalio. At Geneva 
he devoted himself to exegetical labours ; and he subse- 
quently published, in 1551, a new translation of the 
Bible, with notes, which he dedicated to Edward VL., 
the king of England. 

Criticism domineered over faith in Chatillon; he 
denied the authority of Scripture, “The Word,” said 
he, “is not sufficient to decide religious controversies 
(neque verbum sufliciens), We need a more perfect 
revelation (ampliorem revelationem).” He separated 
Scripture from the Spirit, and, according to him, the 
Spirit could enlighten man without the Scripture. He 
thought that the aspect of every thing would be changed 
in the train of the revolution which he demanded—for 
it was a revolution which he wished to produce. ‘ The 
Spirit,” said he, ‘¢ will eclipse the light of Scripture, as 
day eclipses the light of a lamp—Spiritus splendore 
suo Scriptures lucem obscurabit.”* ‘ There was from 
the beginning,” says a Swiss historian, “‘ a mystical ele- 
ment in the character of Chatillon; and if he did not 
fall into fantastic reveries, it was mainly owing to his 
very profound classical acquirements.” tT 

To these mystical tendencies the young savant added 


* Castellio Preefat. Bibl. Defensio sue translationis. Bere 
Annotat. et Resp. 
+ Trechsel i. 213, 
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some which were rationalistic; he displayed great exegeti- 
cal boldness, especially for that period, and fearlessly with- 
drew any work from the Sacred Collection—he did that 
with the Song of Songs, to the great scandal of Calvin. 

Calvin, Theodore Beza, and the other Genevese di- 
vines, combated these adventurous doctrines. Chatillon 
having then, as it appears, cast away all reserve, attacked 
his opponents in a congregation assembled upon a Thurs- 
day, after which he demitted his office, and quitted 
Geneya. Calvin and his colleagues, however, adopted 
gentle measures regarding him. “ He is ambitious and 
quarrelsome,” wrote Calvin to Viret, on the 26th of 
March 1544, “ but I esteem his learning, and also his 
character, which is not bad in the main.” Calvin gave 
him a testimonial, in which he declared, that though 
Chatillon quitted them, it was neither for any fault in 
his life, nor any impious doctrine; he explained the 
points of their final disagreement, and added, “* We 
have conjured him not needlessly to attribute any thing 
to his sentence more than is just, especially seeing that 
in all the matters alleged to be novel which he proposed 
(especially upon the canon of the Old Testament), 
there was nothing which was not known, and more than 
known, a very long time before he was born.” Chatillon 
retired to Basle, where he became professor of Greek, 
in 1553. He sank more and more into mysticism, 
and published divers works of the medizeval mystics. 
He had the honour of being one of the most ardent 
defenders of religious liberty of his age. 

Such was the first, though feeble, blow given in 
Geneya to the authority of the Scriptures inspired by 


God. That divine authority is the foundation upon 
i 
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which the faith and the morality of the Christian repose. 
The evangelical Christian believes a truth because it is 
written in the oracles of God; he performs a work be- 
cause it is commanded there. If, then, you destroy that 
foundation, it is natural to conclude that you will thereby 
destroy the very faith and morality which there found 
their support. Chatillon was contented with attacking 
the foundation, without laying his hand upon the struc- 
ture; but let us see if that structure will endure long 
after him. 

Chatillon had not yet quitted Geneva, when a man 
who had delighted all Italy was seen arriving there— 
it was the general of the Capuchins, Bernardino Ochino 
—whose eloquence had moved the large towns of his 
native country. At Geneva, he became the friend of 
Chatillon; and the Little Council having quickly allotted 
a chapel to the Italian Protestants, near the cathedral of 
St Peter, the celebrated transalpine preacher was heard 
in our city. At the same time, there were some who 
soon discovered in his discourses—so clear and so lively, 
or even, in general, so evangelical—some germs of an 
ultra-individualist, and an ultra-spiritualist character. 
‘The Holy Spirit,” said the great orator, “ enlightens 
believers immediately, and independently of the Word 
of God in the Holy Scripture.” He went even farther; 
and once, when preaching on the means of knowing 
divine inspirations, and of following them, he said— 
‘“¢ Thus, then, it is the Spirit of God who should be our 
rule, and it is necessary to be more prompt in obeying 
him than all men and angels, than our own wisdom, 
and even than the words of Christ—(Imo e che alle 
parole di Ohristo),” Let us here notice one of the 
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greatest dangers of the system which we oppose. If it 
be not in Scripture, but in ourselves, that we must seek 
the standard of truth and of holiness, what will happen ? 
While it is religion which should mould our sinful heart, 
our sinful heart will mould religion, and we shall then 
hold a paganism perhaps more fine, but as dangerous 
as that which the polluted heart of man produced in 
ancient times. Whenever we cease to hold that Scrip- 
ture is the fountain of religion, we see this remark of the 
philosopher Jacobi fulfilled —“ In all ages the religion 
of man has been according to his moral condition ;” 
and this other remark, profane, but very true (it is by 
Voltaire)—“‘ God created man in his own image, and 
man has reciprocated the favour.” According to that 
fatal system, there is no longer either pure religion or 
pure morality. When man is left to judge of what is 
right, he always finds that what he desires is right; 
there no longer exists a sin which has not an excuse, 
and that excuse men impute to the Holy Spirit. Of that, 
the eloquent Ochino furnished a memorable example 
in the sixteenth century. Not merely did he speedily fall 
into melancholy errors in doctrine—in particular, regard- 
the divinity of the Saviour—but, moreover, according 
to him it was enough to have an inward light urging 
us to do a thing, and then that thing was right. “ Good 
Christians alone,” he said one day, in one of his ser- 
mons, “‘and those who have a living light from God, 
can, without sinning, take up arms to attack their 
neighbour, when they have been inspired by God to do 
so—(Offender li prossimi loro, quando a cio fusseno 
inspirati da Dio).” 

Poor Ochino, having declined the authority of the 
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Bible, went even farther still, and so opposed the Spirit 
to the Word of God, that he almost said that Scripture 
and the Spirit are reciprocally exclusive. He boldly 
declared that it was necessary to obey the inspirations 
of the Holy Spirit, even when they were contrary to 
Scripture. Mark what we read in his catechism (these 
writings are found in our public library). The minis- 
ter says, “ You believe, then, that the midwives of 
Kgypt sinned in lying?” The illuminated (al/uminato 
is the word which he employs) replies, “* Certainly, for 
God had not inspired them to lie. Rahab,” he con- 
tinues, “‘was either inspired to lie, or she sinned—(O fu 
mspirata a mentire, 0 pecco).” Falsehood is not the only 
sin which is thus rendered legitimate. We read in the 
same catechism, ‘“‘ And if any one be inspired by God 
to commit suicide?” The illuminated replies, ‘“‘ He 
would not sin (non pecherebbe), as Samson did not sin.” 
In every age, we have seen carnal mystics who aban- 
doned themselves to actions the most disorderly, be- 
cause, during these debaucheries, they said, the Spirit 
dwelt in them. The error which we combat flows from 
the fall, and is the mother of all error, and of all moral 
disorder. 

Ochino quitted Geneva, and went to Basle to his 
friend Chatillon. 

Chatillon was the first round of the ladder, Ochino 
was the second ; that distinguished man, estimable still, 
in many respects, had already greatly injured both 
faith and morality. But let us courageously descend 
the steps of that dangerous ladder—it plunges into a 
frightful abyss. 

About two years after Ochino had quitted Geneva, 
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in 1548, a much more important personage arrived 
there—a lawyer of Sienna, Lelius Socinus. “ He was 
of a dark and secretive cast of mind,” says an historian, 
“and associated with the most important personages.” 
Many acts of kindness were done to him by the Pro- 
testants, because it was hoped that he would be useful 
in promoting the Reformation of Italy. By degrees he 
waxed bolder. ‘After having long concealed his 
poison,” says Calvin, “‘ he vomited it forth among us.” 
The Socini (Lelius, and his nephew, Faustus) were in 
doubt as to the inspiration of the Scriptures. Some- 
times it appeared real to them, as emanating from an 
extraordinary influence of the Holy Spirit; at other 
times, it was nothing but that of men who have the 
Holy Spirit, as every believer has a right to expect, and 
is bound to desire, Him. In general, none of the 
doctors of the sixteenth century went so far as some 
doctors in our day; none of them was content to hear 
in the Scriptures only the noble sounds of the human 
_ voice. At the same time, the Socinians approached 
near to these modern errors. If it was still necessary 
to believe the sacred writers, it was only, according 
to the Socinians, because they were holy men, and 
illustrious Christians, who had actually seen the things 
of which they speak. They found contradictions 
and errors in the historical parts of the Scriptures. 
Above all, they set aside their authority; instead of be- 
ing objective in the Bible, it was, according to them, 
subjective in the Christian: the individual had the first 
place. That individual was not bound* to submit to a 
truth, unless he found something in himself which 
corresponded to that truth, and confirmed it. It was 
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then that men saw that great work of demolition has- 
tening on which these subversive principles could not 
but accomplish in Christian doctrine. Before the theo- 
ries advanced by Chatillon, Ochino, and Socinus, no 
docirine could survive. The subjective experience of 
Socinus rejects the doctrine of expiation, even although, 
says he, it be found every where attested by language the 
most express (whique clarissimis verbis testatum). That 
subjective experience in the same way rejects the divinity 
of the Son. ‘* What do you answer to the testimonies 
by which it is proved that the Son is of the same 
essence as the Father ?” they say in the Socinian Cate- 
chism. The reply is, “Before examining these diffe- 
rent testimonies, we must know beforehand that that 
generation from the essence of the Father is impossible.” 
Thus, even before reading and examining Scripture, 
individualism, the enemy of inspiration, fortifies itself 
against it by infidelity. You know, gentlemen, all the 
desolations, the errors, the heresies which have sprung 
from that subjectivity of the Socini. Wherever it has 
prevailed, the church has been agitated, impoverished, 
withered, destroyed. 

That wind, which was then felt in some degree every 
where, and whose tendency was to overthrow the Scrip- 
tures of God, after having blown upon Geneva from 
France, Germany,* and Italy, arrived there also from 
Spain. There came thither, in 1553, a man who con- 
cealed profound rationalistic tendencies under spiritual 
appearances, and a style which was metaphysical, mysti- 
cal, and obscure, in which he was distinguished from 
the Socini, who were more inclined to pure rationalism. 

* J. Denck, J. Hetzer, &c. 
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This new doctor, whose name was Michael Servetus, 
had escaped from the archiepiscopal prisons of Vienne 
in Dauphiné, where he was burned in effigy, because 
they could not burn him in person, on the 17th of June 
1553. He arrived at Geneva towards the middle of July, 
designing, if hecould, to overthrow Calvin, and to accom- 
plish at Geneva what he called the restoration of the true 
Christianity (restitutio Christianismi). He attacked the 
authority and necessity of the Holy Scriptures, and pre- 
tended that, in the train of the emancipation which he 
projected, the Holy Spirit would resume in the church 
the place which belongs to Him. ‘“ The true church of 
Christ,” said he,* “‘can exist without the Scriptures. 
Preaching, interpretation, the living voice of the church, 
is worth more than dead Scripture (vox viva praefertur 
Scripture mortue).” ‘The doctrine of Christ,” said 
he, farther, “‘is entirely spiritual—are we not ashamed, 
then, thus to appeal to a letter which kills (@que vocare 
litteram occidentem) ¢” 

Servetus, quite captivated with himself, and imagin- 
ing that he was the restorer of Christianity, set himself 
above the Romish and the Protestant Churches, and for 
the system of these two he substituted a third, his own, 
which, according to him, combined in itself all that re- 
mained of truth in the two other churches, while entirely 
avoiding their errors. He inveighed strongly against 
orthodoxy, pretending that it was only a kind of intel- 
lectualism. “ Faith,” said he, “is a confiding not an 
understanding ; it is a living energy (vivens energia), a 
continuous action (actio continua).” He concealed these 
deleterious doctrines by language which was in appear- 


* Christianismi Restitutio, p. 627, &c., 
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ance spiritual, and which blinded the eyes of the simple. 
In attacking a dogmatic Christianity, he presented him- 
self as the advocate of the voice within. He spoke 
much of emanations, and wished the ideal of Christ to 
be impressed upon our whole nature. ‘‘ By faith,” said 
he, ‘‘ Christ takes a form in us; his essential likeness, his 
true idea, his luminous form is impressed upon our soul 
(veram in nobis imprimit ideam Filir).”* Peter, in his 
second epistle, had already demanded more—he had said 
that Christians are ‘‘partakers of the divine nature;” but 
it was according to him by the “great and precious pro- 
mises’ of the Word that that participation was bestowed. 
In spite of all his pretensions to a lofty spirituality, it is 
manifest to all who have read the writings of Servetus, 
that as always happens when respect for the testimony 
of God is wanting, faith was for him essentially a theo- 
retic trust—it was philosophic ideas covered over by a 
spurious spirituality. You know the fatal errors which 
that pretended restorer of Christianity spread. What 
‘Characterized him was not merely a restless spirit, a mys- 
tical tendency, and an obscure style of language, but it 
was chiefly the use of shocking, startling, daring words, 
which even his friends condemned—it was thus that he 
called the holy Trinity of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, a three-headed Cerberus. The Gene- 
vese government, having consulted those of Berne, of 
Zurich, of Basle, and. Schaffhausen, concluded that if 
it trifled with a heretic condemned to the flames by 
Papists, it would justify the accusations of heresy urged 
by them against the Reformation; and after Calvin had 
interceded in vain for a mitigated punishment, Servetus 
* De Fide et Justitia, p. 300. 
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was burned to death. That death is a stain, a remnant 
of Popery, in our history. 

But the “‘ theological city” did not yet find repose. It 
had still one step to take:—Socinus and Servetus had 
developed the results of Chatillon’s principles as to faith 
—others were now charged to exhibit their effects upon 
morality. For a long time, an active party was busy in 
Geneva, and had secured the favour even of some of its 
most influential men. Onenamed Coppin, of Yssel in 
Flanders, may be regarded as the chief of that sect. By fair 
words and spiritual discourses, he had won many pious 
persons of rank in Belgium and France. Gruet, who 
lived at Bourg-de-Four, was one of his principal leaders 
in Geneva. The doctrine which we oppose, and which 
denies the authority of Scripture in the sphere of religion, 
stands in natural connection with the doctrines which 
deny the authority of the magistrate and of the law, in 
the sphere of politics. It was upon that relation between 
the political and the religious sphere that the new sect 
took hold. It proposed to establish a spurious liberty— 
that is to say, a horrible disorder in politics, religion, 
and morality ; and for that purpose, it professed prin- 
ciples similar to those of Chatillon. Listen to the doc- 
trines which these men then published in our city :— 

“We should not be subjected to the letter which 
kills (qui tue), but should follow the Spirit who makes 
alive. Scripture, taken in its natural sense, is only a 
dead letter which kills, and therefore we must abandon 
it for the vivifying Spirit. Let no one stop at what is 
written, to acquiesce in it at all; but let him speculate 
more loftily, and search for new revelations.”* These 


* Opuscules de Calvin.—Contre les Libertins, chap. ix. 
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doctors would have chosen, then, in the Scriptures what 
they were pleased to take or to reject, what they found 
true or false, historical or fabulous. In discussion, they 
were distinguished by a scoffing spirit, combined with 
high presumption, and strove to make their hearers 
laugh at the expense of their opponents. Their sarcastic 
spirit, which they pretended was the divine Spirit, went 
farther still, and did not spare even the apostles. They 
called Paul, Pot cassé; Peter, Renonceur de Jesus; 
John, Jouvenceau and Follet; Matthew, Usurier. They 
pretended to know more about religion than the sacred 
writers themselves ; they corrected them in many things, 
and adopting the spirit of the age, which loved to 
injure, they sometimes even called them Cogwins and 
Marauds. They called themselves the Spiritual, be- 
cause they pretended, above all, to establish the reign of 
the Spirit ;—they were called by others the Libertines. 
The spiritual man, they said (that is to say, he who 
takes for the rule of his conduct not the Scripture but 
the Spirit), has become like Adam before the fall; he 
knows nothing more of sin—he is free from all law— 
he has no need to make conscience of any thing, for 
it is the Spirit who impels him; his desires and his 
doings are the desires and the doings of God. Every 
thing is lawful for him, if only he permit himself to 
be guided by the Spirit who is in him. There is no 
longer any kind of restraint for the spiritual man ; even 
marriage does not bind him; he can, and he should, form 
spiritual marriages with those whom the Spirit desires 
he should so marry, and that for as long a period as the 
Spirit wishes.* In consequence of these principles, the 


* Opuscules de Calvin.—Contre les Libertins, chap. xili, to xx. 
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wife of one of the members of the Little Council of 
Geneva, Madam Benedict Ameaux, formed a spiritual 
marriage with a libertine. She excused herself by say- 
ing that, if that was contrary to Scripture, it was agree- 
able to the Spirit, who had impelled her to it. She was 
separated from her husband; then condemned to per- 
petual imprisonment; and, afterwards, at the request 
of her relatives, set free as a fool. 

Such was the spirit of darkness which had crept into 
the Reformation, in the train of all these false teachers. 
The Papacy was less to be dreaded. Under the veil of 
pious spiritualism, under the appearance of a new and 
more perfect doctrine, a spirit of confusion and dis- 
order struggled to take weak minds captive. The excel- 
lent sister of Francis I., the most enlightened woman of 
her age, Margaret of Valois, indoctrinated by Pocquet, 
yielded to it for a time. A letter from Calvin re-esta- 
blished her. The enemy had come and copiously sown 
tares among the good seed. 

Calvin could not slumber. He arose and inflicted 
some blows upon the spurious spirituality of his time, 
which fall upon that of all ages—even upon that degree 
which was held by Chatillon and Servetus, without 
plunging them into immorality. ‘“ Although this sect,” 
says the Reformer, ‘‘ may be very different from that of 
the Papists—let it even be a hundred times worse and 
more pernicious—both of them have, nevertheless, this 
principle in common—to transform Scripture into an 
allegory, and pretend to a better and more perfect wis- 
dom than we find there.” 

“ Both of them,” continued Calvin, “ both of them, 
by common consent, take for a pretext this sentence 
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of St Paul, ‘The letter kills, but the Spirit makes 
alive.”” Calvin then explains the meaning of that pas- 
sage, which, you know, is often quoted in our days,— 
“The apostle, in that passage,” he says, ‘“ compares 
the law, detached from Jesus Christ, with the gospel. 
He calls the law the letter; because, without the grace 
of God, it is cold and ineffectual, especially when it does 
not penetrate into the heart. On the other hand, he 
calls the gospel spiritual doctrine, because Jesus Christ 
is embraced in it, who gives life to the Word, making it 
profit our souls by his Spirit. The law while continuing 
thus literal kills,” he continued, “since we can find in 
it nothing but condemnation. But the gospel quickens, 
because it conveys to us the grace of Jesus Christ, by 
which it is rendered fruitful unto salvation. That is the 
simple meaning of St Paul, who thus teaches us that we 
must not separate the Word of God from Jesus Christ, 
who is its soul. What do these good expositors wish 
from us then? They wish us, by means of this pas- 
sage, to make Scripture a nose of wax, or to toss it like 
a ball. It is more than certain that Paul never thought 
of that. Let them cease, then, to produce such a witness 
‘to help their cause.” 

“ Their second design,” continues our Reformer, “‘is 
still more diabolical. They try to drag us beyond the 
limits of the Scriptures, in order that each one may fol- 
low his own dreams and the illusions of the devil, instead 
of the truth of God. If God has promised us his Spirit, 
it is not in order that, by forsaking the Scripture, we 
may be led away from that Spirit, and walk among 
the clouds, but that we may possess the true knowledge 
of that Scripture, and so satisfy ourselves therewith.” 
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“The libertines could not introduce a subject in 
which the word spirit was not immediately thrust for- 
ward”—(it is still Calvin who speaks). “They apply 
the name spirit wherever it appears good to them. As 
the curates of villages sometimes make one grotesque 
figure in their parish serve for five or six saints, so that 
it represents now one and then another, that they may 
receive a greater number of offerings, the libertines act 
in the same way regarding the word spirit ; it is a sauce 
common to all their viands. Farther, we should notice 
that, in thus promiscuously applying the word spirit to 
all that enters their head, not only do they perplex the 
understanding of their hearers, by confounding things 

which should be kept distinct, but, moreover, they de- 
ceive them by making them believe that they are quite 
spiritual and divine, and that they are half-seraphic 
like the angels. If, then, some man of considerable 
zeal falls into the hands of these heroes, when he hears 
them speak of nothing but spirit, saying that the word 
of God is nothing but spirit, and that Jesus Christ in 
hike manner is spirit, and that we must be spirit along 
with him, and that our life should be spirit, it will ap- 
pear to him at the first glance that these are admirable 
zealots, who are grieved to see the Word of God so 
distorted and dishonoured by the wicked life of false 
Christians. Being thus honied over, he will form a 
good opinion of them, which will induce him to love 
and trust them. But, afterwards, they begin to disgorge 
their poison, and fall from these swelling words, as St 
Jude says, to their sensual doctrine. What, then, some 
one will say,—Should the name spirit for all this be 
suspected? Let it never occur to me to think so. 
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But it becomes us to be prudent to discover to what use 
itis put. If, ther, we perceive a man employing it ho- 
nestly, and showing that the Word of God is spiritual, 
with a view to mould our hearts to faith and a holy 
life—if, while repressing the vanity of those who hold 
the Word of God only upon the tongue, he warn them 
of the necessity of adopting a different course—let him 
be cordially listened to. But if we hear any one 
speaking ambiguously, we should terminate the affair 
by asking what he means to express. If he perseveres 
in his ambiguities, and coils up his words like a serpent’s 
tail, let him then be dragged into daylight, whatever he 
may say, as if we were dragging a robber or a criminal 
from his den. Every one knows how, and by what 
title, these people have acquired the name of spiritual ; 
by which they are so much inflated, that the name of 
Christian is of no value among them. 

‘¢ To avoid such trouble,” added the Reformer, “let us 
desire to possess nothing but what God has been pleased 
to reveal in his Scripture. Let us not subject the sacred 
Word of God, either to our sense, or to our concupi- 
scence, but rather let us unreservedly submit to what it 
teaches. Let us not covet novelties, nor have itching ears, 
so as to be devoted to what is curious, but let us seek 
what is for our profit and edification. Being directed to 
the true way, let us walk there—having the truth of 
God, let us adhere firmly to it. Farther, let no one mar- 
vel or be troubled when he sees such strange and exhor- 
_ bitant errors of all kinds. Let no one take occasion 
from that to give way or resile from the gospel. On the 
contrary, let us try to fortify ourselves by it, so that it 
may prove to us a support, at once perpetual, sure, and 
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faithful, to sustain us amid all the troubles and all the 
scandals which can come upon us.” * 

Thus spoke the Reformer in Geneva. But its sec- 
taries were strongly supported. Perrin, Vandel, Ber- 
thelier, were with them. On the 18th of May, the 
Spirituals, after a supper at which wine had heated 
them, undertook to attack the house of Baudichon de 
la Maisonneuve, where some refugees, and other Gene- 
vese friends of Calvin, were assembled. ‘They be- 
gan,” says Bonnivard, “‘ while supping and partaking 
of food, to assail the French, and their supporters, with 
the tongue, and after the tongue had done its duty, 
wine impelled the feet and the hands to do theirs.” + 
A tumult arose at nine o'clock in the evening, in the 
Place de la Fusterie. The Syndic Aubert hastened 
thither, with his syndical baton in his hand. The 
spirituals were seized in the very act of rebellion, con- 
demned, and banished.—I terminate here the history of 
that controversy of the sixteenth century in Geneva—a 
controversy which I have deemed it proper to place be- 
fore you. We have finished the descent of the ladder ; 
it is in the mire that it terminates. 

A German historian, while speaking of the false sy- 
rituals who appeared after the Reformation, has said,— 
“The revival of a new principle always leads to some- 
thing extravagant. When the human mind is roused 
by great events, it hurries forward with the same bold- 
ness which it has employed in overthrowing human 
idols, and easily surrenders itself to ideas which violate 
all order.” { We need not wonder to see that happen- 


* Recueil des Opuscules de Jehan Calvin, pp. 662, 663, 713, &c. 
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ing after a revival in the nineteenth century, which 
took place in the sixteenth, after the Reformation. 
You all know the saying of Luther, who compared 
human nature to an intoxicated man on horseback; he 
falls on the one side; some one puts him right, and 
immediately he falls upon the other. Mark what this 
comparison implies. There are two spheres in religion ; 
the oljective, which includes whatever is without us, for 
example, Scripture and the expiatory work of Christ ; 
—and the subjective, which comprehends what is within 
us—the work of the Spirit and regeneration. That re- 
ligion may be true and saving, there must be an equi- 
librium between these two spheres; but whenever that 
equilibrium is ‘destroyed, on the one side or the other, 
religion is exposed to great dangers. ‘The Reformation 
establishes them in a perfect harmony. But, just as 
the corruption of the Papacy had arisen from its being 
swayed to the objective side, and perverting it, the evil 
of the doctrines which we oppose arises from the fact, 
that their authors are swayed to the subjective side, 
and distort it. If the subjective tendency’ becomes 
exclusive, it is a sickly tendency—a fever. That sick- 
ness arises from the want of health in the individual, 
from his never having been converted, or, at the very 
least, because his conversion was not sufliciently pro- 
found. The Me,* which has uot been sufficiently 


* This language, which is, fortunately, to a great extent still 
unintelligible to thousands in this land, refers to certain of the 
doctrines of Germany, perfected, perhaps, by Hegel; according to 
which the Me, the individual man, is developed into all that is 
grand and elevating. God himself springs from that origin—at 
least all the God that is admitted by these unconscious blasphemers. 
—TR. 
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humbled, or sufficiently crucified, starts suddenly up, 
and sets itself above the Scripture of God. One falls 
more readily into that moral malady, if he has cultivated 
one faculty—the understanding, for example—at the ex- 
pense of the others, or if one has lived in his closet away 
from Christian experience, or Christian life. ‘‘ Ah,” wrote 
one quite recently to us—a pastor, who has already had 
some years of experience, and who went forth from our 
seminary, ‘let our brethren, the students, enter tho- 
roughly into the work of the ministry—let them attempt 
to persuade, to convince ; and then, returning from their 
error, if they have given ear to the new ideas, they will 
clearly see, that for doing good they have no more power- 
ful weapons than the Scriptures of God.” 

Gentlemen, I dread this subjective tendency for our 
epoch—I dread it, convinced that it cannot fail to have 
the same developments and the same results as it had 
in the sixteenth century. You have noticed the fatal 
progress of this opinion. Chatillon taught merely the 
doctrine which substitutes the authority of the indivi- 
dual mind for the authority of the Divine Scripture. 
But all seed produces fruit. This tenet, speedily em- 
braced by Socinus and Servetus, first overthrew all the 
doctrines of the faith; then, as interpreted by Coppin, 
Pocquet, Gruet, and the Libertines, it overthrew all the 
precepts of morality. It thus produced vast heresies, 
and a hideous confusion. The progress is terrible, but 
inevitable. We endeavour, therefore, clearly to prove it. 
If we now oppose the principles now professed among 
us, it is not merely to defend the authority of the in- 
spired Word of God—that certainly were well worth 
our trouble—but we have other motives still. We op- 
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pose them because (we are convinced) what is involved 
in this affair is essentially Christian doctrine and Chris- 
tian morality. We must repeat, that every one may un- 
derstand it. What is at stake in this affur is the Chris- 
tian doctrines and Christian morality. To ask us, then, 
as has been done, to admit these pernicious tenets, 
is to ask us not only to abandon the Holy Scriptures, 
but even to abandon Christianity—its faith, and its man- 
ners. As well demand our life. And if any one say 
to us, ‘‘ Upon what do you found an opinion'so narrow, 
so strange, so much in’arrear of your age ?” we reply, 
Upon the testimony of God and of facts. It is to make 
this opinion stand out, if possible, before the eyes of 
the most incredulous, that we have traced a chapter of 
the religious history of Geneva. I believe in the voice 
of Scripture, and I believe also in the voice of history. 
I must combat that of which they show me the for- 
midable dangers. (Ich kann nicht anders.) 

No doubt, gentlemen, the errors which we now wit- 
ness in Geneva have no resemblance, in a moral point of 
view, any more than those of Chatillon, to those of the 
last category—those of the spurious spiritwals. Some 
characters of an admirable purity will prevent, I am 
convinced, for some time longer, the fatal effects of 
these principles. One may even hope, considering the 
general progress, that the excesses will be less gross than 
they were three centuries ago. The human mind moves 
in a curve: after a certain time it returns to the point 
where it was found some ages before. But, like the 
curve of which I speak, the mind of man, in returning 
to the point which it has already passed, falls more and 
more short at each revolution which it performs. At 
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the same time, the consequences of the principles which 
we oppose are natural, and, I repeat it, inevitable. It 
is not necessary to go out of Switzerland to find men 
who deduce these consequences, and practise them at 
this very hour.* When man has ventured to demo- 
lish, or at least to alter, the solid dyke which God 
has erected against his doubts and his passions—the 
Scripture—he finds nothing else to arrest him. The 
scandalous disorders to which the spirituwals in Geneva 
gave themselves up, precisely three centuries ago, are a 
solemn premonition given to the present generation. He 
who was pleased to permit the Ananiases, the Sapphiras, 
and the Nicolaitans, at the commencement of the gos- 
pel dispensation, to alarm future ages, has been pleased 
also to permit spiritual libertines, at the commencement 
of our blessed Reformation, to frighten all those who 
might be tempted to forget the unique and sovereign 
authority of what is written in the Word of God. 

Some even think that the error which proposes to 
overthrow the authority of the Scripture of God—to 
substitute for it a personal authority, has more chances 
of success in our days, than it had in the sixteenth 
century. ‘This error,” they say, ‘‘ was not in the general 
spirit of the sixteenth century; but it is altogether in har- 
mony with that of ours.” I must acknowledge what is 
well founded in this opinion. This doctrine is in effect 
(to speak so) the theological complement of the false 

* A pastor from the Canton of Berne spoke in the Assembly, 
and made known the frightful excesses (they amounted even to 
parricide) which have signalized, in the districts where he dwells, 


the substitution of a pretended individual illumination, under the 


name of the Holy Spirit, for the objective authority of the Holy 
Scriptures of God. 
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and fatal idea of our age, which every where substitutes 
independence and individual authority for submission 
to a higher authority. There is, then, in the decline of 
society, a chance for its errors. 

But if the evil has grown, the good has grown along 
with it. If the wise fall easily into these fatal doctrines, 
the simple-minded and living Christians will not allow 
themselves to touch them ;—there are children of God, 
like “‘ some organized bodies, which possess the faculty 
of rejecting every foreign substance by the play of life.” 
The living church will every where feel that these errors 
are contrary to her, and will repel them. They will 
only serve for a sieve, designed to separate that among 
us which has the true life, from that which has it only 
in appearance. 

That is so true, that we have rather to fear an exag- 
gerated reaction. Yes, gentlemen—and it is a fact which 
demands all your prayers—the little barque of the school, 
and I may say of the church, sails at present between 
two opposite currents. There is the current of the 
friends of learning, which is opposed tothe Holy Scrip- _ 
ture of God; there is the current of the friends of 
the Holy Scripture of God, which is opposed to learn- 
ing. On the one side, the intellectual beauty of know- 
ledge and of talent is found; on the other, the spiritual 
beauty of the interior life and of Christian activity. If 
it were absolutely necessary, in order to preserve one of 
these, to reject the other, our choice would not be 
dubious—we would abandon the intellectualism of the 
learned for the piety of the humble. But, gentlemen, 
we will not allow ourselves to be drawn into any ex- 
treme. We reject the learning which is made the 
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mistress of the Scriptures of God—but we invoke that 
which is made their servant. We see great miseries 
for the church, if we abandon the one or the other of 
these elements—learning, or faithh Now more than 
ever, a true Scriptural learning is necessary to combat 
subtle errors, and incessantly lead back the church to 
the primitive sources of life. 

Understand it well—if we wish to preserve the 
Scriptures, it is to preserve life, doctrine, Jesus Christ 
himself. We have heard some people say, that, while 
rejecting the attacks directed against the Scriptures, they 
sympathized with other declarations recently come from 
the same pen, and believed that true sanctification con- 
sists in conformity to the image of Jesus. Is that, I 
ask, the point in question? Have not the children of 
God in all ages, who ‘“ meditate night and day on the 
‘law of the Eternal,” always sought their sanctification 
in conformity to the image of Jesus? No; the ques- 
tion is not there—-but mark where it is. Must we be 
conformed to the image of Christ, such as the inspired 
Scriptures of God present it—of the true Christ— 
the Christ who is always the same ? or rather, making a 
selection from the Scriptures, and withdrawing what 
does not please us, must we conform ourselves to the 
changing image of the Christ of our dreams, of our 
understanding, and our imagination ? That is the ques- 
tion. 

Gentlemen,—Christ our wisdom—Christ our right- 
eousness—Christ our sanctification—Christ our life— 
Christ our hope—Christ our redemption—behold Him 
whom we must preserve! The enemy incessantly seeks 
to withdraw him. Should he even present himself as 
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an angel of light, “let us resist the enemy, and he 
will flee from us.” The Holy Scripture alone upholds 
Jesus Christ, and the Spirit alone bestows him upon us 
through the Scripture. Oh! let us hold by Jesus Christ 
—and for that purpose, let us keep hold of the Scrip- 
tures by the Holy Spirit. 


THE END, 
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of the Session of College succeeding the Death of Rev. Dr Chalmers. 
By William Cunningham, D.D. Demy 8vo, 6d. 


D’AUBIGNE. I. 
ENEVA and Oxford: An Address to the Professors and 
Students of the Theological School, Geneva. By J. H. Merle 
D’Aubigné, D.D. Fourth Edition, 8vo, sewed, 6d. 
*¢ An admirable illustration of an antidote to the delusions of Trac- 
tarianism.’’—Scott. Pres. “! 


HE Protector: A Vindication. By J. H. Merle D’Aubigné, 
D.D. Third Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Demy 8vo, 9s., 
reduced to 4s. 6d, 


DAVIDSON. 
N Introduction to the New Testament. By Samuel David- 
son, LL.D. Vol. I.—Four Gospels; Vol. II.—Acts to 2 Thessalo- 
nians. Demy 8vo, cloth, each, 12s. 6d. 
DODDS. 
A CENTURY of Scottish Church History. In an Historicai 
Sketch of the Church of Scotland from the Secession to the 
Disruption. With an Account of the Free Church. By the Rev. James 
Dodds, Belhaven. Second Edition, 18mo, 8d. 
“ Presents a plea for the Free Church of Scotland, not in a controver- 
sial, but in a simply historical form.”— Dumfries Standard, 


10. WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


DUFFY. I, 

‘NDIA and Indian Missions; including Sketches of the Gigan- 
tic System of Hinduism, both in Theory and Practice; also, Notices 

of some of the Principal Agencies employed in conducting the process of 

Indian Evangelization, &c. By Alexander Duff, D.D., Calcutta, Second 

Edition, demy 8vo, cloth, 12s, 

“A work of the most varied and surpassing excellence, which will, 
doubtless, take a high place in the Christian literature of the age, and 
greatly extend the missionary spirit and zeal of the country. »_Scottish 
Guardian. “3 


HE Jesuits: Their Origin and Order, Morality and Practices, 
Suppression and Restoration. By Alexander Duff, D.D. 4th Edi- 
tion, demy 8vo, ls. 
«A clear and most instructive sketch of that subtle, Besar and 
unprincipled society.”—London Watchman. 
I 


A LETTER from Alexander Duff, D.D., being a Statement of 
Reasons for Declining the Proposed Permanent Recall from India 
to Scotland, addressed to the Rev, W.K. Tweedie. 8vo, sewed, Is. 
IV. 


A here Life and Happy Death of Charlotte Green, a Poor 
Orphan brought up in the Calcutta Institution for Destitute Girls 

of the Female Society of the Free Church of Scotland for Female’ Edu- 

cation in India. By Alexander mth D.D. 32mo, cl., gilt, 8d., sd. 4d. 


M ISSIONS the Chief End of the Christian Church: Also, the - 
at Qualifications, Duties, and Trials of an Indian Missionary. By — 
Alexander Duff, D.D. Fourth Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
“One of the most valuable publications ever produced by Christian 
piety in aid of the great cause of Missions.”—<A berdeen Constitutional. 


EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL. 


Ae Educational Journal of the Free Church of Scotland. 
Issued under the Authority of the Education Committee. Pub- 
lished monthly, 8vo, sewed, 4d., by post, 5d. 


EMANCIPATION OF THE SOIL, 
ND Free Trade in Land. Bya Tangled. Proprietor. 8vo, 


sewed, ls, 


ESSENTIAL CONSIDERATIONS 


I idee: Young Christians when entering on the Active Period 
of Life. Adapted for Sabbath School Libraries, cloth, 2s. 6d. 


FAIRBAIRN, P. 


ONAH: his Life, Character, and Mission, viewed in connec 
-tion with the Prophet*s own Times, and Future Manifestations of 
God’s Mind and Will in Prophecy. By the Rev. Patrick Fairbairn, 
Salton. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
“One of the best books of its class we have met with.’— Ketto’s Journ. 
“Mr F. is a man of sound knowledge, sober taste, devout feeling, and 
thorough practical good sense.”— British Quarterly "Review. 
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FAIRBAIRN, J. C. 


Sage for Wayfarers. By the Rev. J. C. Fairbairn, Allan- 
J ton. Price 6d. sewed, or cloth, gilt edges, 9d. 


FIRST FRUITS 


F India unto Christ. With a Preface by the Rev. C. J. 
Brown, Edinburgh. Demy 12mo, sewed, 4d. 


FLEMING. 
Hear Rise and Fall of Papacy. By the Rev. Robert Fleming, 


junior, Minister of the Gospel, London. A New and UNABRIDGED 
Edition. Edited, with a Memoir of the Author, by the Rev. Thomas 
Thomson. Foolscap 8yvo, cloth, 1s. 6d., sewed, ls. 
* A reprint of one of the most remarkable and sagacious works extant 
on the subject of unfulfilled prophecy.” —Patriot. 
* This is one of the most remarkable and interesting religious works 
that we have ever seen.” —Standard. 


FOOTE. I, 
4 igs Sees Calling : A Doctrinal, Experimental, and Prac- 
tical Treatise on Effectual Calling. By James Foote, A.M., 
Minister of the Free East Church, Aberdeen. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 
“The best work on ‘ Effectual Calling’ in the English language.’’— 
Evangelical Magazine. 
II. 


ECTURES on the Gospel according to Luke. By the Rev. 
James Foote, A.M. Second Edition, 3 Vols, feap. 8vo, cl., price 18s. 
“ Thoroughly to be relied on for its sound and orthodox views,”— 
Evangelical Magazine. 
‘** Admirable specimens of the good old Scottish style of lecturing.” 
—LEnglish Presbyterian Messenger. 


FREE CHURCH MAGAZINE. 
ae Church Magazine. Published on the 15th of each 


month. Unstamped, 5d. Stamped, 6d. 
Volumes I., II., 11J., IV., V., VI., and VII., royal 8vo, cloth, 6s. 6d. each. 


“ One of the best magazines extant.”—Christian Witness. 


FRIENDS OF THE POOR OF HAMBURGH; 
R, the Exercise of Christian Benevolence. 18mo, price Is. 
“We strongly recommend the work.”—AMisstonary Chronicle. 


GARDNER. I. 
EMOIRS of Christian Females. "With an Essay on the In- 
fluences of Female Piety. By the Rev. James Gardner, A.M., 
M.D. 3d Edit., feap. 8vo, Portrait, 3s. 6d. Containing Biographies of— 


Hannah More. Clementine Cuvier, 
Mrs Huntingdon. Mrs Graham, 

Mrs Duncan. Miss Smelt. 

Lady Glenorchy. Mrs Winslow. 

Mrs Ellis. Mrs Wilson, 

Mrs Judson, Miss Reed. 


¢ We know few volumes that Christian parents may mez suitably 
‘put into the hand of their daughters.”— Zhe Covenanter. 
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GARDNER. II. 
EMOIRS of Eminent Christian Missionaries. "With an Es- 


say on the Extension of the Missionary Spirit. By the Rev. 
James Gardner, A.M., M.D. 2d Ed., a 8vo, cl., 3s. 6d. Containing— 


Rev. Henry. Martyn. Rev. Reginald Heber, D.D. 

Rev. Felix Neff. Rev. John Williams, 

Rev. John Eliot. ; Rev. C. T. E. Rhenius, 

Rev. William Carey, D.D. Rev. Pliny Fisk. 

Rev. John Campbell. Rev. George Whitefield, A.M. 

Rev. Robert Morrison, D.D. Rev. J Marshman, D.D 

“ A better book of the kind never has been printed.”— Witness. 
GAUSSEN 


ENEVA and Rome: An Address to the Students of the 
Theological School, Geneva, at the opening of the Session 1843. 
By Professor L. Gaussen. 8vo, 4d 


GIFT-BOOK OF POETRY. 
Se, chiefly from Modern Authors. 18mo, with Fron- 
tispiece, 2s 
‘¢ Well deserving a place on the table of the boudoir, or as a companion 
for a leisure moment.”— Dundee Courier. 


GLEANINGS FROM MANY FIELDS. 
Sa. Edition, revised, royal 32mo, cloth, plain, 1s. 6d.; 
cloth, extra gilt, 2s, 
“The design is good, the execution excellent.”"—Glasgow Hxaminer, 


GORDON. 
eens By Robert Gordon, D.D., Edinburgh. Fourth 
Edition, demy 8vo, cloth 6s. 
“These are orations, worthy of a very high and permanent place in our 
theological literature. They display a vigour and originality of thought 
Bate it is truly refreshing to meet with.”—LHclectic Review. 


‘AMUSEMENTS of Youth, addressed to Young People. By 
Henry Grey, D.D. , Edinburgh. 18mo, sewed, 4d, 


GRIEVANCE OF UNIVERSITY TESTS, 

AS set forth in the Proceedings of the Presbytery of St 
Andrews; with an Authentic Copy of the Libel in the case of Sir 

David Brewster, as Principal of the United College of St Salvator and 

St Leonard, in the University of St Andrews. 8vo, sewed, ls. 


HALYBURTON. 


Ui basse of the Life of the Rev. Thomas Halyburton. 
Demy [2mo, cloth, ls. 


ATELY. 
1 pL for the yoce Up acts I. & II. By T. L. Hately, 
Precentor to the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scot- 
land, 16mo, sewed, each, 4d. 
« With ‘perfect confidence we recommend these Melodies. The 
simplicity and sweetness of the music, together with well-selected 
poetry, render them peculiarly attractive to the young.”"—I’ree Ch, Mag. 
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HATELY. ie 


aoe National Psalmody; or, a Selection of Tunes for the Use 

of Churches, Families, and Schools. Prepared under the superin- 
tendence of George Hogarth, Esq. With a Short and Easy Practical 
Guide to Psalm-Singing. By T. L. Hately. .16my, cloth, ls, 9d. 

“‘ The tunes are exceedingly well harmonized.”—James Turtle, Organist 
of Westminster Abbey. 

“The harmonies are pure, and easy to sing.”—Hdward Taylor, G'res. 
Prof. Mus. 

**T would take this opportunity of recommending ‘The National Psal- 
mody.’ °—Rev. Dr W. L. Alexander. 

“The ‘ Guide to Psalm Singing,’ is the most practical thing of the 
kind we have met with.”— Witness. 


III. 
eae Old Gaelic Psalm Tunes, as sung in the congregations of 
the Free Church of Scotland in the North Highlands. Taken 
down by T. L. Hately. 16mo, sewed, 6d. 


“The Gaelic Psalmody as noted by Mr Hately is truly accurate, and 
as sung by himself exquisitely beautiful; but to hear its sweet melody 
sung by from five to ten thousand worshippers in the open air, and re- 
echoed among the hills and glens of the Highlands, is so truly grand, as 
to bafile by its sublimity allattempts at description.”—Zxtract from the 
Speech of the Moderator (Rev. Dr Mackay) of the Free Church of Scot- 
land, at the Meeting of Mr Hately’s Clusses. 


HENRY OF EICHENFELS; 


R, How a Child learned to know that there is aGod. A 
Tale for Children. Translated from the German of the Rey. L. 
Schmitz. Demy |6mo, with Illustrations, neatly bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. 

“ We have seldom read a more fascinating work.”—Glasgow Examiner. 

“ Will afford to the young both pleasure and edification.” — Watchman. 


HETHERINGTON. i 
ISTORY of the Church of Scotland ; from the Introduction 
of Christianity to the Disruption in 1843. By Rey. W. M. Hether- 
ington, LL.D., Edinburgh. , 6th [PEOPLE's] Edit., royal 8vo, cl., 6s. 6d. 
“‘ Our author possesses all the leading qualifications of an able Church 
historian. He is clear, accurate, and comprehensive in matter; graphic 
and vigorous in style; and at once philosophical and evangelical in spirit.” 
—NScottish Guardian. 
“‘ The History of the Church is distinguished alike for vigorous thought 
and refined fancy, and evinces a power capable of achieving much 
greater things.”—Dum/fries Standard. 


II. 
ISTORY of the Church of Scotland ; from the Introduction 
of Christianity to the Disruption in 1843. By Rev. W. M. Hether- 
ington, LL.D. 7th [Lisrary] Edition, 2 vols., demy 8vo, cloth, 18s. 
*.* In addition to the matter contained in the former Editions, the 
present contains an Introductory Essay on the Principles and Constitu- 
tion of the Church of Scotland; and the Appendix embraces a correct 
reprint of the First and Second Books of Discipline, the principal docu- 
ments connected with the Disruption, and a carefully prepared Index. 
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HETHERINGTON. . Tl. 
ISTORY of the Westminster Assembly of Divines. By Rev. 
W. M. Hetherington, LL.D. Second Edition, fcap. 8vo, cl., 5s. 
-§ The character which Dr Hetherington has acquired as an ecclesias- 
tical historian, will be augmented and consolidated by the volume now 
before us, which supplies what is felt to be a desideratwm—a connected 
and comprehensive account of the Westminster Assembly.” 


iN: 
ILE Minister’s Family. By Rev. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D. 
Fourth Edition, with Frontispiece, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

“Tt relates, with affecting simplicity, purity, and chasteness of style, 
the death of the devoted minister, the consequent trials of his widow 
and family, and the gracious providences that ministered to their pro- 
vision and comfort.”—Covenanter. 


‘HE Fulness of Time. “But when the fulness of time was 
come, God sent forth his Son.”—(Gal. iv. 4.) By Rev. W. M. 
Hetherington, LL.D. Demy 8vo, cloth, 6s. 6d. 


HODGE. 
PRE Orthodox Doctrine regarding the Extent of the Atone- 
ment Vindicated. By Charles Hodge, D.D., Professor of Theo- 
logy, Princeton. With a Recommendatory Preface by Rev. Drs Cun- 
ningham, M‘Crie, Candlish, and Symington. 2d Edit., feap. 8vo, cl., 8d. 
** A concise view and a masterly defence of the true doctrines regard- 
ing the atonement.”,— Dundee Warder. 


HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY RECORD. 


Hoss and Foreign Missionary Reeord of the Free Church 
of Scotland. Quarto, sewed, ljd.; Stamped, 24d. 


HOOD. | : 

Os and Manuscript of Isobel Hood. By the late Rev. 
4 John Macdonald, Calcutta. Third Edition, with an Introductory 

Notice by Hugh Miller. 18mo, cloth, ls. 6d. 


“Tt ought to be in every congregational and Sabbath school library.” 
—Scottish Guardian. ; 


HUIE. 
eg Lyrics. By Richard Huie, M.D. 32mo, cloth, 3s. 


‘¢ A very acceptable addition to those stores of hallowed enjoyment 
which the religious press of our country has been honoured to supply.” 
—NScottish Guardian. 


KING. I, 

‘J\HE Lord’s Supper. By Rev. David King, LL.D., Glasgow, 
Author of * The Ruling Eldership of the Christian Church.” Se- 

cond Edition, Revised, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

‘“* He urges its claims with an evangelical simplicity and power, which 
warrant us in wishing that the volume may be widely circulated, and 
prayerfully and carefully read.”’°— Watchman. 

“The various topics are discussed with great ability."—Tait’s Mag. 
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KING. II. 
TREATISE on the Present State and Prospects of Ja- 


maica; with an Appendix on its Advantages for the Cure of 
Affections of the Chest; and Hints to Invalids and Others going to that 
Colony. By the Rev. David King, LL.D., Glasgow. [Ln the Press. 


LAING. I. 
A CATECHISM on the History of the Church of Scotland. 
By the Rey. Benjamin Laing, Colmonell. 12mo, cloth, 1s. 6d. 
“Tt is eminenily fitted to convey correct information respecting the 
principles of the Second Reformation, and the proceedings of the men 
who suffered on their behalf.”—~Scottish Presbyterian. 


iH. 
£ pap Representative Character of Christ and Adam ; being 
Critical Dissertations on Romans y. l-ll, and vy. 12-14; contain- 

ing a corrected Punctuation and Translation of Verse 14. By the Rev. 
Benjamin Laing. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, ls. 6d. 

“ Replete with gospel truth.”—<A berdeen Banner. 

* A valuable contribution to scriptural exegesis,” —Monitor. 

** Shows very considerable learning and critical acumen.”—Guardian. 


LANDSBOROUGH. I 


RRAN; A Poem in Six Cantos; and Excursions to Arran, 
with reference to the Natural History of the Island. By David 
Landsborough, D.D., Saltcoats. Foolscap Svo, cloth, 5s. 6d. 

“We have met with few writers equally able to throw the charms of 
an attractive style over the study of natural history. The reader is at 
once fascinated with the novelty and beauty of the objects, and with 
the loving spirit in which this service is performed.”—WSceottish Guardian. 


If. 
YRSHIRE Sketches; or, Memoirs of Jeanie Charters, Hugh 


Cunninghame, and James Baird. By D. Landsborough, D.D. 
18mo, 6d. 


LAURIE. 


Pater the Garden of Superstition and Idolatry, including 

an Account of British Connection with the Temple of Jagannath : 
to which are added Lighter Literary Recreations: of a Critic Abroad, 
By Wittiam F. B, Lauriz, Lieut. Madras Artillery. Feap. 8vo, 4s. 6d. 


LESLIE. 


A SHORT and Easy Method with the Deists. By the Rev. 
Charles Leslie, A.M. With an Introductory Essay by David 
Russell, D.D., Dundee, 18mo, Is. 


LORIMER. I. 

N Historical Sketch of the Protestant Church of France, 
. from its Origin down to the Present Day’; with Parallel Notices 
of the History of the Church of Scotland during the same Period. By 


_ J. G, Lorimer, D.D., Glasgow. Foolscap 8vo, cloth 4s. 6d. 
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LORIMER. a. 
ANUAL of Presbytery—comprising— 


1, Presbyterianism the truly Primitive and Apostolic Constitution 
of the Church of Christ; or, a View of the History, Doctrine, 
Government, and Worship of the Presbyterian Church. By 
Samuel Miller, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Princeton, New Jersey. 

2. The Character and Advantages of Presbyterianism Ascertained 
by Facts. With an Appendix on the Testimony of the Fathers 
and Reformers to Presbytery; the Moral Tendency of Calvinism, 
&c. By J. G. Lorimer, D.D. 2d Ed., revised, feap. 8vo, cl., 4s. 6d. 

“A highly seasonable compendium. Evincing an ardent, vigorous, 
and enlightened mind.”—Greenock Intelligencer. 


III. 
"es Protestant and the Popish Sabbath? A Word of Warn- 
ing from the Word of Prophecy, and the History of the Christian 


Church. By J. G. Lorimer, D.D. Demy 12mo, sewed, 9d. 
“ Deserving of careful perusal.”—free Church Magazine. 


IV. 
TREATISE on the Office of Deacon; with: Suggestions for 
its Revival. By J. G. Lorimer, D.D. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s, 6d. 
“ We would earnestly recommend this very able and lucid treatise.” 
—Scottish Guardian. 


LIVINGSTONE. 
A BRIEF Historical Relation of the Life of Mr John Living- 
stone, Minister of the Gospel. Written by Himself. With a 

Historical Introduction, Notes, and Appendix, by the Rev. Thomas 
Houston, Knockbracken. New Edition, ]18mo, cloth. 

** One of those rare pieces of Christian autobiography for which the 
Church of Scotland is so remarkable. Solid, striking, edifying, full of 
incident—tragical and tender.”—British Banner. 


LYALL. 


ERMONS. By the Rev. William Lyall, of John Knox’ 
College, Toronto. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


M‘CHEYNE. I. ; 
AMILIAR Letters. By the late Rev. Robert M. M‘Cheyne, 
Dundee. Containing an Account of his Travels as one of the De- 
putation sent out by the Church of Scotland on a Mission to the Jewsin 
the Year 1839. Edited by his Father. Demy 12mo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 


II. 
EMOIR and Remains of the late Rev. R. M. M‘Cheyne 
By the Rev. A. A. Bonar, Collace. Demy 12mo, cloth, 5s. 


Ill. 
1 baberahed oes without the Remains. 18mo, ls. 
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M‘CHEYNE. IV. 
A DITIONAL Remains of the late Rev. R. M. M‘Cheyne ; 


consisting of Sermons and Lectures delivered by him in the course 
of his Ministry. A New Edition, Revised, demy |2mo, cloth, 6s. 
** A precious boon to many a humble believer. We cannot too highly 
recommend this excellent collection of discourses,”— Banner of Ulster. 
V. 


| Mego By the late Rev. R. M. M‘Cheyne. 32mo, sewed, 
gilt edges, each 2d. 
1. Sabat the Arabian; or, The Apostate. 
2. Sudden Conversions, 
3. Missions, and their First-Fruits. 
4, Abdool Messee; or, The True Convert. 


M‘CRIE. I, 
IFE of the late Thomas M‘Crie, D.D., Author of the “ Life 
of John Knox.”? By Thomas M‘Crie, D.D. Demy 8vo, cloth, 9s. 

** Seldom is it that the life of a Christian pastor, and of a man of lite- 
rature, presents so much in variety of incident to keep up the interest of 
the narration. The reader of this work will feel little inclined to rise 
from its perusal till he hath devoured it 7m toto; for as you proceed you 
feel a renewed relish for the repast.”—Christian Instructor. 


II. 


ISCELLANEOUS Writings, chiefly Historical. By the 
late Thomas M‘Crie, D.D., Edinburgh. Edited, with Notes, by 
his Son. Demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. Containing— 


Biographies. Reviews. 
1, Life of Alexander Henderson. 7. Review of Milne on Presbytery 
e Patrick Hamilton. and Episcopacy. 
3. Francis Lambert of Avig-| 8 ——-———— Simeon on the Liturgy. 
non. 9, ——____—- Sismondi’s Considerations 
4. Dr Andrew Rivet. on Geneva, 
5. Memoir of Mr John Murray. 10, ———_-__—’ Tales of my Landlord. 
6. The Taborites; or, The Followers} 11. —— Orme’s Life of Owen. 
of Huss. }2, —______- Turner's Life and Times. 
| Pamphlets. 
13. Free Thoughts on the Religious Celebration of the Funeral of the Princess 


Charlotté. 

14. What ought the General Assembly to do at the Present Crisis ? 

15. On the Right of Females to Vote in the Election of Ministers and Elders. 

“Tt is hoped that this volume will be found not only useful to the 
student of history as a book of reference, but generally interesting, as a 
elena record of the author’s sentiments on several points which 

ve not been treated in his larger works.” —Preface. 

Il. 
4 fst Provincial Letters of Blaise Pascal. A New Translation, 
with Historical Introduction and Notes. By Thomas M‘Crie, D.D. 

Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

“ Pascal here appears in a robe of English worthy of himself; and 
from henceforth we have no doubt it will, in this country, become the 
standard translation of Pascal.”—Lowe’s Edinburgh Magazine. 


18 WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


M‘CRIE. IV. 
Se of Scottish Church History, embracing the Period 


from the Reformation to the Revolution. With an Appendix 
relative to the alleged Accession of John Knox to the Conspiracy 
against Riccio. By Thomas M‘Crie, D.D. 3d EKdit., 2 vols. 12mo, 2s. 
“ There is a particular charm in these Sketches, from the great 
collection of anecdotes, the frequent reference to authorities, and the 
important information contained in subsidiary notes.”—Scot. Guardian. 


MACDONALD. 


ae Life of John Macdonald, A.M., late Missionary Minister 

from the Free Church of Scotland at Calcutta ; including Selec- 
tions from his Diary and Letters. By the Rev. W. K. Tweedie. Second 
Edition, post 8vo, cloth 8s. 6d. 

* Much loved was John Macdonald in the inner circle of those disciples 
who here on earth most closely surround the Saviour. And in the art 
of self-inspection, lynx-eyed, profoundly versant in the subtlety of Satan 
and the deceitfulness of sin, and, severely faithful to the dictates of 
sanctified conscience, his life is rich in lessons for those who seek to 
glorify that Saviour, and to follow him fully. Mr Tweedie has been 
eminently successful in securing the moral portrait of his friend.’’— 
English Presbyterian Messenger. 

“* The book is a book for all; it is alike calculated to teach and to im- 
press, to humble and to animate.” —British Banner. 

** A man of fervent piety, of intense self-devotedness to his Master’s 
work.” —Lritish Quarterly Review. 


MACFARLAN. Ii 

‘Byes Temperance and Present Duty. By Duncan Mac- 
farlan, D.D., Renfrew. 12mo, sewed, 1s. 

“ Embrace much solid and important truth.”—Scottish Guardian. 
II. 

Ae Revivals of the Eighteenth Century, particularly at Cam- 
buslang. With Three Sermons by the Rev. George Whitefield, 

taken in Short-hand. Compiled from Original Manuscripts and Con- 

temporary Publications. By D.Macfarlan, D.D. 12mo, cloth, ls. 


MACKAY, JOHN. 


] IFE of Lieutenant-General Hugh Mackay of Scoury. By the 
AJ late John Mackay, Esq. of Rockfield. A New Edition, Revised. 
With a Memoir of the Author, Post 8vo, cloth, 6s, 


MACKAY, MRS COLONEL. 


ae: Musings throughout the year. By Mrs Colonel 
Mackay, Authoress of * The Family at Heatherdale.” 18mo, cl., 2s. 
“ Written in a tasteful and pleasing style.”—WScott. Presbyterian Mag. 


M ‘KENZIE. 
ER Beale Preached at Lochcarron, Ross-shire, by the late 


Rey. Lachlan M‘Kenzie, with a Memoir by his Sister, and Preface 
by the Rev. W. M‘Kenzie, North Leith. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, ls, 6d. 
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MACPHERSON. 


een es on the Book of Jonah. By the Rev. Alexander 
Macpherson, A.B., Meigle. Demy 18mo, cloth, ls. 6d. 


MARTIN. 


} EMOIR of Jane Martin and her Little Brother. By a 
Lady. 18mo, 6d. 
** No Sunday scholar can read this little book without wishing to be 
as holy in life and as happy in death as this dear child.”—Sun. S. Mag. 


MEIKLE, REV. J. 


S Geer Edenic Dispensation; with Strictures on certain Opinions 
of the late Rev. George Payne, LL.D., as stated in his Lectures 
on Original Sin. By the Rev. James Meikle, Beith. Feap. 8vo, cl., 3s, 6d. 
“‘ We very cordially recommend this able and most seasonable treatise. 
It is a work which would do credit to any divine in Europe.”— Witness. . 


MEIKLE, J., ESQ. | 


on Ba Sweetened. By James Meikle, Esq. With a 
b Biographical Sketch of the Author. 9th Edition, fcap. 8vo, cl., 3s. 


MILLER. I 


eee Impressions of England and its People. By Hugh 
Miller. Second Edition, post 8yo, cloth, 78, 6d. 
“Straightforward and earnest in style, rich and varied in matter, 
these ‘ First Impressions’ will add another laurel to the wreath which 
Mr Miller has already won for set ana Westminster Review. 


fe of the Creator; or, the Asterolepis of Strom- 
ness. By Hugh Miller. Second Edition, fcap. 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

‘“‘ Scientific knowledge equally remarkable for comprehensiveness and 
accuracy ; a style at all times singularly clear, vivid, and powerful, 
ranging at will, and without effort, from the most natural and graceful 
simplicity, through the playful, the graphic, and the vigorous, to the 
impressive eloquence of great thoughts greatly expressed; reasoning at 
once comprehensive in scope, strong in grasp, and pointedly direct in 
- application—these qualities combine to render the ‘ Footprints’ one of 
the most perfect refutations of error, and defences of truth, that ever 
exact science has produced.”—Free Church Magazine. 

Ii. 
rHHE Old Red Sandstone; or, New Walks in an Old Field. 
By Hugh Miller. With Plates and Geological Sections. Third 
Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 7s, 6d. 

“‘ The excellent and lively work of our meritorious self-taught coun- 
tryman—Mr Hugh Miller, This work is as admirable for the clearness 
of its descriptions, and the sweetness of its composition, as for the purity 
and gracefulness which pervade it.”"—Hdinburgh Review. 

«« A geological work has appeared, small in size, unpretending in spirit 
and manner; its contents the conscientious and accurate narration of 
fact; its style the beautiful simplicity of truth; and altogether possess- 
ing, for a rational reader, an interest superior to that of a novel—‘ The 
Old Red Sandstone,’ by Hugh Miller.”— Dr J. Pye Smith. 

“ Evinces talent of the highest order, a deep and healthful moral feel- 
ing, a perfect command of the finest language, and a beautiful union of 
philosophy and poetry.”—Silliman’s American Journal of Science, 
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MINIATURE SERIES. 
A\\ leeroeapes Series of Interesting Narratives. Uniform in 


Size, price ld. each; in packets of twelve, ls. 
1. Illustrative Incidents:—I. Who would not Pray. II. Who 
would Delay? By the late Rev. John Macdonald, Calcutta. 
2. Grace Abounding; or, The Conversion of Bapu Mazda at 
Bombay. By the Rev. Dr Wilson. 
. Early Grace; or, The Death-bed of J. B. 
. The Profligate’s Dream. A True Narrative. By Mrs Marshall. 
. The Flower Transplanted. A Brief Memoir of Mary Boyd. 
. Muckle Kate: A Tradition of Lochcarron. By the Rey. T. 
M. Fraser, Free Church, Y ester. “ 
By the same Author. 
7. Luke Heywood, the Soldier of Fort-George. 
8. The Highland Kitchen-Maid; an Incident in the Life of Mr 
9 
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Hector M‘Phail. 
. A Sacramental Sabbath in the ‘*‘ Burn of Ferintosh.” 


10. Fruit from the West-Port Garden; being Memorials of the 
Last Years and Triumphant Death of M. G., a Member of 
Chalmers’s Territorial Church. By the Rev. W. Tasker. 

11. Two Resolves :—I must Pray more. I must Praise more. By 
the Rev. Dr Nevins, Baltimore. 

12, A Young Believer; or, Recollections of Maggie M——. 

13. A. Word for the Way; or, Hints to Travellers and Tourists. 
By the Rev. J. W. Taylor, Flisk. 

14, What does the Missionary Box say? By the Rev. J. B. 
Johnstone, Wolflee. 

By the same Author, 
15. a Snare Broken, The Young Warned to Beware of Satan’s 
Net. 


16. Amelia Wills, one of Jesus’ Little Lambs; or, the Narrative of 
_ _aChild’s Death-Bed. Addressed to Little Children. 
17. Death-bed at Sea. 
18. An Affectionate Persuasive to the Practice of Family Worship. 
By an Elder of the Free Church. 
19, Biographical Sketch of Dr Asahel Grant, Missionary to the 
Nestorians. Price Three-halfpence. 


MONTHLY STATEMENT. 


ONTHLY Statement. Published by authority of the Sus- 
tentation Committee of the Free Church of Scotland. One half- 
penny; published monthly, per 100, 3s. 6d. 


MOODY STUART. I. 
EATH-BED Scenes. By the Rev. A. Moody Stuart, Edin- 
burgh. Third Edition, 12mo, cloth, 6d. 
‘“‘ There are four characters here represented in the hour of death— 
The Antinomian, the Reprobate, the Drunkard, the Penitent; and of 
each of these a very striking eae is presented.”— Watchman. 


A® Inquiry into the Character of the Present. Educational 
Connection between the Free Church and Government. By the 
Rey. A. Moody Stuart. 8vo, sewed, Is. 6d, 
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MOODY STUART. III. 


| of Sea open to the Gospel. Containing a Report to the 
Commission of the Free Church of Scotland by the Committee ap- 

ae, to inquire into the Religious State of Ireland. By the Rev. A. 
oody Stuart. Foolscap 8vo, sewed, 6d. 


MORELL, J t) D. jv ss i 


Ax Historical and Critical View of the Speculative Philosophy 
of Europe in the Nineteenth Century. By J. D. Morell, A.M. 
Second Edition, greatly enlarged, and with full Explanatory Notes and 
References to Original Authorities. Two vols. demy 8vo, cloth, £1, 4s. 

** For the first time, England receives a history of philosophy, in 
which the most recent speculations of Germany and France are taken 
up conjointly; a work which sets-itself the task of tracing the systems 
according to the idea of development and progress, and which handles 
its subjects with a perspicuity such as the Englishman asks for and 
needs.” —Dr Tholuck, in the Literarischer Anzeiger. 

** We have seldom read an author who can make such lucid convey- 
ance of his thoughts, and these never of light or slender quality, but 
substantial and deep as the philosophy with which he deals.”’-—Dr Chal- 
mers, in the North British Review. 


II. 
O* the Philosophical Tendencies of the Age; being Four 


Lectures delivered at Edinburgh and Glasgow, in January 1848. 
By J. D. Morell, A.M. Demy 8vo, cloth, 5s. 6d. 


MORELL, THOMAS. 
Hoe whom is Christian Baptism designed?) A New Disserta- 


tion on an Old Controversy. With an Especial Reference to the 
Reasonings contained in Dr Halley’s Seventh Lecture on the Sacraments. 
To which is added, a Brief ane into the Mods of Administering the 
Ordinance. By Thomas Morell. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


MUNSIE. 
VANGELICAL Training; in a Series of Lessons on the 


4. Names and Titles of Christ, and on the Lord’s Supper. Intended 
for Adult Classes. By William Munsie, Glasgow. 3rd edit. 18mo, sd., 6d. 


‘NATIONAL ATLAS, 


ATIONAL Atlas of Historical, Commercial, and Political 
Geography, constructed from the most Recent and Authentic 
Sources. By Alexander Keith Johnston, F.R.G.S. With a Copious 
Index, carefully compiled from the Maps. Imperial folio, strongly half- 
bound, russia or morocco, £8, 8s, Lithographed edition, £4, 4s. 


NATIONAL SAVINGS’ BANKS. 


eee Savings’ Bank. Suggestions for Rendering such 

' Self-supporting; to Increase Efforts through them for the Pro- 

motion of Moral and Provident Habits in the Poorer Classes, and to 

Remove from the Public Funds the Present Evil Influence of Savings’ 
anks. Svo, sewed, Is. 


22. WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


EW South Wales: its Past, Present, and Future Condition. 
With Notes upon its Resources and Capabilities. By a Resi- 
dent of Twelve Years’ Experience, Crown 8vo, sewed, 2s. 6d, 
“Without exception, the best History of Australia, containing ex- 
tensive, varied, and truthful information,”-—Northern Warder. 


NEWTON. I, 


ARDIPHONIA, or Utterance of the Heart, in the Course of 

a Real Correspondence. By the late Rev. John Newton, Vicar of 

Olney. With an Introductory Essay by David Russell, D.D., Dundee. 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, with portrait, ds. 


If. 


8 Nee ep ey eoae Letters. By the Rev. John Newton. Wow 
for the first time published. With a Prefatory Note by the Rev. 
John Hunter, D.D. ird Edition, 18mo, cloth, Is. 

“ Written in a style which is at once easy, graceful, and engaging. 
Those who possess the other works of Newton will do well to add to them 
the letters now published.”— Wetness. 


NICHOL. I 


Coe Le TONS on the Solar System; with an Account 
of the Discovery of the New Planet Neptune. By J. P. Nichol, 
LL.D. Third Edition. In post 8vo, cl,, with numerous Plates, 10s. 6d. 
*‘ Its excellencies are of the highest kind, and the most abstruse 
points are made perfectly clear.” —Spectator. 


Hi. 


aes, UNE. An Exposition and a History ; being a Critical 
IN Account of the Discovery of the New Planet. By J. P. Nichol, 
LL,D., Professor of Astronomy in the University of Glasgow. In post 
8vo, with plates, 5s. 6d. 

“¢ Those who wish to know the labour and talent employed in the dis- 
covery, as well as the merits of rival discoverers, must read this truly 
popular and philosophical work—a work so plain that a child may un- 
derstand it, and so profound that the ablest astronomer may learn much 
from it.”—Glasgow Hxaminer. 


Ill. 


RR UE RTS on Some Important Points relating to the Sys- 
tem of the World. By J. P. Nichol, LL.D. Second Edition, 
revised and enlarged. In post 8vo, with new Plates. 10s. 6d, 
“ The most thoroughly readable of its kind we have met with.”—G@lobve, 


IV. 


Ae Stellar Universe ; Views of its Arrangement, Motions, 
and Evolutions. By J. P. Nichol, LE.D. In foolseap 8vo, with 
Plates, gilt edges and sides. 45s. 6d. 


“© As a guide-book to desery all that man can knowof the firmamental 
glories—there is not such another popular exposition known in our, or 
any, Jeanguage.”"—North British Mail. 
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NIXON. 
ae Pleas for Sabbath-breaking Answered; and an 
h 


Appeal to Various Classes regarding the Sanctification of the 
Lord’s Day. By the Rev. William Nixon, Montrose. Demy 8vo, 6d. 


‘** Remarkably full, comprehensive, and minute; meeting every point 
of assault, and furnishing a defence.”—J'ree Church Magazine. 


OWEN’S (DR JOHN) WORKS. 


BEERS & HUNTER have resolved on issuing a New 
Edition of the Works of Dr OWEN. To consist of 15 vols., demy 8vo, 
large type,—carefully edited, with copious indices. The whole to be issued 
in three years. Price to Subscribers, One Guinea per annum,— to Non- 
subscribers, One Guinea and a- Half. 
The Prospectus, giving full details of the plan for Publication, may be 
had on application. 


PASSAGES, 


ASSAGES in the Life of an English Heiress; or, Recollec- 
tions of Disruption ‘Times in Scotland. Post 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 
“ Through this admirable book valuable and important truths will be 
conveyed to the minds of multitudes who are still imperfectly informed 
upon some of the most momentous events which ever took place in this 
country.”—WNorthern Warder. 


PATERSON. 


A CONCISE System of Theology: being the Shorter Cate- 
chism Analysed and Explained. By A. 8. Paterson, A.M. With 


- a Paper on the History and Arrangement of the Shorter Catechism, 
by Duncan Macfarlan, D.D. Fifth Edition, 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 


* * Recommended by the Education Committee of the Free Church of 
Scotland to Teachers for perusal and study. 


“ The author’s plan is to give an analysis and scriptural proofs of each 
answer in the Catechism; then to explain it more at large by references 
to other corresponding passages of Scripture; and finally, to give the 

ractical inferences. The whole evidences great research, care, and 
abour. It is thoroughly scriptural, and altogether the best help to the 
study of the Catechism we ‘nave ever seen. We strongly recommend 
it to the attention of Sabbath-school teachers, and to the Christian 
public at large.”—Scottish Guardian. 


PHYSICAL ATLAS. 


4 Maes Physical Atlas. A Series of Maps and [Illustrations of 

Natural Phenomena, embracing :—I. Geology; II. Hydrography; 
Ili. Meteorology; and, 1V. Natural History. By Alex. Keith John- 
ston, F.R.G.S., Geographer to the Queen, With the co-operation and | 
assistance of Men eminent in the different departments of Science, 
Fo.to, half-bound, russia or morocco, £10, 10s. 

*.* Any of the four divisions may be had separately, either half- 
bound russia or morocco, GEOLOGY, £4, 14s. 6d.; HYDROGRAPHY, £2, 8s,; 
METEOROLOGY, £1, 17s. 6d.; NaturaL History, £4, &s. Gd. 
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PORTEUS. 

A SUMMARY of the Principal Evidences for the Truth and 
Divine Origin of the Christian Revelation. Designed chiefly for 

the use of Young Persons. By Beilby Porteus, D.D., late Bishop of 

London. Demy 32mo, sewed, 4d. 

REVIVALS. 


ere a of the Eighteenth Century. "With Sermons by 
Whitefield. Compiled from original MSS, By Duncan Macfar- 
lan, D.D., Renfrew. Demy 12mo, cloth, 1s. 


RITCHIE. 
| heey Ratio System of Penmanship and Drawing. By John 
Ritchie, F.E.I.S. si 
Writing.—Analysis of the Letters, 1 on a Sheet, 6d. 


" Pupils’ Copy-books, No. 1, Large Hand, 4d. 
" —____—_—__——_— 2, Medium Hand, 4d. 
" —___—_——______——_ 3. Small Hand, 4d. 
n Slates Ruled for System, 6d. 

‘DRAWING.—No. 1, Exercises on the Straight Line, 4d. 
" Pupils’ Copy-book for Initiatory Exercises, 8d. 


" Map of Palestine, No. 1 of Sacred Series, 6d. 
Slates Ruled for both Writing and Drawing, 8d. 


ROBERTSON. 


ISTORY of the Mission of the Secession Church to Nova 

Scotia and Prince Edward Island. By Rev. James Robertson, 
Portsburgh Church, Edinburgh. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s, 6d. 

s¢ Will be read with pleasure and profit by all denominations.” —Banner. 


ROWTON. 

"T‘HE Widower’s Counsellor and Comforter. By the Rev. 
Nathaniel Rowton, Coventry. Witha Preface, by the Rev. Johu 

Angell James. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d, 

““Wecan warmly recommend this volume to those for whose benefit 
it is designed. They need consolation—here they will find a guide to 
the true source of comfort; they need cownsel also—here they will find 
advice marked by practical wisdom and affectionate sympathy. Mr 
James’ preface is worthy of his pen.”— Watchman. 


SAVING FAITH. 
AVING Faith, as laid down in the Word of God, and main- 
tained in the Confessions of the Reformed Churches, Being a 
series of works by the following authors :—John Anderson, D.D., 8.T.P., 
United States; Rev. Ebenezer Erskine of Stirling; Rev. William Cud- 
worth of Norwich. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 4s. 


*.* Any of the Works may be had in a separate form. 


SERMONS, . 
ERMONS for Sabbath Evenings. By Ministers of the Free 
Church. With Introductory Remarks by H. Miller. Fep. 8yo, cl., 5s. 
*,* Admirably adapted for reading in the family, 
“ A happy thought; happily executed.”—British Banner. 
“ Worthy of the men.”—Protestant World, 
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Anderson’s (Rev. J. R.) Two Sermons. Foolscap 8vo, 6d. 

Bruce’s (Rev. John) Funeral Sermon on Dr Abercrombie, 64d. 
Bruce’s (Rev. John) Funeral Sermon on Rev. Dr Chalmers. 6d. . 
Buchanan’s (Rev. Dr) Warning against Popery. Second Edition, 6d, 
Candlish’s (Rev. Dr) Free Inquiry and Private Judgment. 6d. 
Candlish’s (Rev. Dr) John Knox, his Time and Work. 2nd Ed., 6d. 
Candlish’s (Rev. Dr) Son of Man Lord of the Sabbath. 4d. 
Couper’s (Rev. D.) Two Discourses on the Death of Dr Chalmers. 6d. 
Gemmell’s (Rev. John) Funeral Sermon on Dr Chalmers. 6d. 
M‘Millan’s (Rev. John) Sermon on the Opening Sabbath of 1848. 6d. 
Monod (Rey. Frederick, of Paris) Farewell to his Flock. 8vo, 6d. 
Sieveright’s (Rev. Dr) Sermon at Opening of Synod of Fife. 3d. 
Sieveright’s (Rev. Dr) Sermon on the Death of Rev. Dr Laird. 6d. 
Smyth’s (Rev. Dr) Claims of the Free Church. Demy 8vo, 6d. 
Sprague’s (Rey, Dr) Funeral Sermon on Dr Chalmers. Demy 8vo, 6d, 
Tasker’s (Rev. W.) Funeral Sermon on Rev. Dr Chalmers, 6d. 
Thomson’s (Rev. John) Sabbath Legislation. Demy 12mo, 3d, 
Wallace’s (Rev. J. A.) Funeral Sermon on Rev. Dr Chalmers, 64d. 


SEVENTH VIAL. 


f ee Seventh Vial; being an Exposition of the Apocalypse, 
and in particular of the Pouring out of the Seventh Vial. With 
Special Reference to the Present Revolutions in Europe. 2nd Ed., re- 
vised, corrected, and enlarged. With Supplementary Chapter, bringing 
down the Historical Exposition to December (1848). Post 8vo, cl., 7s. 6d. 
“ A writer evidently of ability, heartily in earnest on his subject 
himself, and heart-stirring to his readers.”"—The Rev. H. B. Elliott. 


SHAW. 


| vA Exposition, Doctrinal and Practical, of the Westminster 


Confession of Faith, By the Rev. Robert Shaw, Whitburn. With 
a Preface by W. M. Hetherington, LL.D. 2nd F4d., fcap. 8vo, cl., 2s, 6d, 


SIMPSON. I 
hoe Banner of the Covenant ; or, Historical Notices of some 
of the Scottish Martyrs whose Lives and Sufferings have not 
hitherto been sketched in a separate form. By the Rev. Robert Simp- 
son, Sanquhar. 18mo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
“An admirable book for the young. Christians should regard it as a 
sacred duty to promote its circulation.”— Monitor. 
II. 
HE Times of Claverhouse; or, Sketches of the Persecution. 
By the Rev. R. Simpson. 18mo, cloth, 2s, 6d, 
“ Well worthy of being put into the hands of old and young. Few 
works will be perused with greater profit.”— Banner of Ulster. 
IIL. 
» eR of the Covenanters; or, Gleanings among the 
Mountains, By the Rey. R. Simpson. 2nd Edit., feap. 8vo, cl., 5s, 
«“ A most instructive volume, exhibiting in a remarkable manner the 


romance of real life in the daws of the Scottish Covenant.”—Hvan, Mag. 


26. WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


MALL. 


§ 
Soe of the Vineyard, in Days of Gloom and Sunshine. By 
the Rev. J. Small, Bervie, Author of ‘‘ The Highlands,” “The Scot- 
tish Martyrs,” &c. 18mo, sewed, 6d.; cloth, gilt edges, 9d. 
** Pretty little volume, suited to the pocket.”—Baptist Magazine. 


STEWART. 


Te Loiterer in Argyleshire; or, a Ramble during the Sum- 
mer of 1845, By Christiana Brooks Stewart, Authoress of ‘Grace 
Darling.’’ 18mo, cloth, 2s. 


STUART. 


(OREN any on the Apocalypse. By Moses Stuart. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, 12s, 6d. 


STURROCK. qs 
EES Duties of Secret Religion, Illustrated from the Records 
of Christian Experience. By the Rev. David A. Sturrock, Mid- 
holm. 18mo, cloth, 2s, 6d. 
“Treated with great ability. Each of the essays contains ‘ apples of 
gold in pictures of silver.’ ae ay Presbyterian Magazmne. 


Tee Mystery of Godliness, Practically Illustrated. By the 
Rey. D, A. Sturrock. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


SYLVAN. 


YLVAN’S Series of Pictorial Hand-Books for Tourists, with 
Maps by Wyld, and Illustrations by Thomas and Edward Gilks :— 
Already Published. 
Pictorial Hard-Book to the English Lakes; 

With copious Tables of Distances, Heights of Mountains, Falls, &c. 
Foolscap 8vo, 5s. 

“ The most complete guide to the Lakes.”— Critic. 

Pictorial Hand-Book te the Clyde, 

And Watering-Places in its Vicinity, including Greenock, Gourock, 
Helensburgh, Dunoon, Largs, Milport, Rothesay, &c. Foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 

“ Well written, accurate, and prettily illustrated."—Hdin. Hven. Post. 

Pictorial Hand-Book to the Caledonian Canal. 
Numerous Illustrations of the Falls, Lochs, Mountains, Ruins, &c., on 
the Route. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Pictorial Hand-Book to Coila; 
Or, The Land o’ Burns. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, ls. 6d. 
In Preparation. 
Pictorial HMand-Book to Arran, 
And Watering- Places of the Clyde. 
Pictorial Mand-Book to Loch Lomond, 
Loch Katrine, and the Trossachs, 


TASKER, 


HE Territorial Visitor’s Manual. By the Rev. W. Tasker, 
j Chalmers’ Territorial Church, Westport, Edinburgh. Foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, ls. 6d. 
‘¢ Marked by intelligence and good sense.”—M*Phail’s Magazine. 
“ Remarkably interesting.” British Banner. y 
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TAYLOR, I, 


MONTH’S Visit to Connaught and its Mission Stations. 
By the Rev. J. W. Taylor, Flisk. 18mo, sewed, 6d. 


II. 


A WORD for the Way; or, Hints to Travellers and Tourists. 
By the Rey. J. W. Taylor. 18mo, sewed, 3d. 


THORBURN. 


i fe Divinely Prescribed Method for the Support of the 
Clergy, the Ordinances of Religion, and the Poor. By the Rev. 
David Thorburn, M.A., Leith. Demy 8vo, ls. 6d. 


“A very able treatise on an important subject, by a writer of talent. 
He makes out a strong case.”—Scottish Guardian. 


TRACTS. 
Address to Theological Students from Baxter’s Reformed Pastor, 4d. 
Anderson’s (Rev. J. R.) “I am not a Hypocrite.” 3s. 6d. per 100. 
Anderson’s (Rey. J. R.) Word of Counsel. 4d., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 
Antidote to Morisonianism. 3d., or 33. 6d. per 100; 
Blyth’s (Rev. Adam) Treasury Gifts. 18mo, 3d., or 3s, 6d. per 100. 
Burns’ (Rev. W., Kilsyth) Address on Family Worship. 18mo, 2d. 
Dodds’ (Rev. 8. O.) Intemperance the Master Vice of the Times, 14d. 
Historical and Chronological Order of the Bible. 18mo, 4d. 
Johnstone's (Rev. J. B. of Wolflee) ‘*‘ Nobody on Earth can tell that! ” 

2s. per 100. 

Johnstone’s (Rey. J. B.) Peace and Safety. 3s. 6d. per 100, 
“@ Mother, Dear Jerusalem.” 12mo, 1d., or 7s. per 100. 
Railway Tracts. Each, ls, 6d. per 100. 


], The First Death. 2. The Bible and the Sinner. 
3. Just Wages. 4, Do you Believe in the Son of God? 
Scheme of the Controversy on Baptism. 18mo, 1d. 
Stark’s Epitome of Holy Scripture. 18mo, ld. 
“There is but a Step between Me and Death.” 1d., or 7s. per 100. 
Tract for the Times, 1844. Demy 8vo, 2d. 
' Where are the Nine? 4d., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 
Wood (Rev. J.J., Dumfries) “ Hear ye the Rod.” 1d., or 7s. per 100. 


TRACTS ON THE MARTYRS AND COVENANTERS, Viz :— 


—_ 


No. ° 
1, Patrick Hamilton, | 14, The Disruption of 1662. 
2. George Wishart. 15. Johnston of Warriston. 
3. Walter Mill. 16. The Bothwell Bridge Prisoners. 
4, James Guthrie. 17 John Welsh. 
5. Blair, Rutherford, and Dickson. 18. Hume and Cameron, 
6. Hugh M‘Kail.  * 19. Isobel Alison and Marion Harvey. 
7. Spence, Carstares, and Jerviswood. 20. James Glendinning. 
8. John Brown of Priesthill. 21. Lays of the Covenanters, No. 1. 
9, Andrew Hislop. 22. Covenanters’ Sacrament 
10. Muirhead of Monkton, 23. Lays of the Covenanters, No 2. 
11. Harkness, Clark, and M‘Ewan, 24. Christian Logan and Daughter. 
12. Daniel M‘Michael, 25, De Foe’s Summary of the Suffer- 
13. Marquis of Argyll. ings of the Covenanters, 


*.* Complete Sets, neatly done wp in cloth, Id., or in packets, 6d. 
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TWEEDIE. I. 
TI\HE Atonement of Christ the Hope of his People. By the 
Rev. W. K. Tweedie. Third Edition, 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 
‘Tt exhibits the truth of God in its simplest form; and is calculated 
to prove extensively useful.”— Aberdeen Journal. 
iis 
HE Sacrament of Baptism: Its Nature, Design, and Obliga- 
tions. By the Rev. W. K. Tweedie. Second Edition, ]8mo, cloth, 
ls, 6d. 
“ A masterly treatise. The author gives a most sound and judicious de- 
liverance on the various controverted points.”—/vfe Sentinel. 
Ill 


ALVIN and Servetus. The Reformer’s Share in the Trial 

of Michael Servetus Historically Ascertained. From the French. 

With Notes and Additions, By the Rev. W. K. Tweedie, Edinburgh. 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


“‘ All who desire to acquire full information, and to form an impartial 
judgment, should give it an attentive perusal.”— Watchman. 


IV. 
HE Life of the late Rev. John Macdonald, A.M., Caleutta; 
Including Selections from his Diary and Letters. By the Rey W. 
K. Tweedie. Second Edition, post 8vo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 


UNION. 


NION with the Free Church. Observations on the Position 
of Original Seceders, &c. 8vo, sewed, 9d. 


VINCENT. 


‘AS Explanation of the Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, &c. 
By Thomas Vincent. 18mo, cloth, 2s. 


WATTS. | . 

A CATECHISM of Scripture History and of the Condition 
of the Jews from the close of the Old Testament to the Time of 

Christ; including a View of the Prophecies, and of the Jewish Govern- 

ment, Sects, Customs, and Writings. By Isaac Watts, D.D. With an 

Introductory Notice by the Rev. W. K. Tweedie. 18mo, cloth, 2s. 


WEIR. 
A PRACTICAL System of English Grammar, founded on 
Principles according to those of the Anglo-Saxon or Primitive 
English Tongue. By A. Weir, Kilmarnock. Foolscap 8vo, 3s 6d. 
“ The result of much and careful study.” —Glasgow Citizen. 


WHITEFIELD. 7 

\YKETCHES of the Life and Labours of Whitefield. 12mo, 
Js. 3d. 

WILLIEON. 


FFLICTED Man’s Companion. By the Rev. John Willison. 
With a Memoir. Demy 12mg, cloth, 1s. 3d. 
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WILLM. 


wre Education of the People: a Practical Treatise on the 

Means of Extending its Sphere and Improving its Character. 
By J. Willm, Inspector of the Academy of Strasburg. Witha Prelimi- 
nary Dissertation on the Present State of Education in this Country, 
by Professor Nichol. Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 6s. 6d. 


WILSON. 


OUR Sermons to Children. By Daniel Wilson, D.D., 
Bishop of Calcutta. 32mo, cloth, 1s. 


WODROW SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS. 
Wodrow Correspondence. 3 vols. 
Rowe’s Historie. 1 ve}. 
Melville’s Diary. 1! vol. 
Bruce’s Sermons. 1 vol. 
Calderwood’s History of the Church. 8 vols. 
Rollock’s Works. 2 vols. 
Wodrow Miscellany. 1 vol. 
Select Biographies. 2 vols. 
Scott’s Narrative. 1 vol. 
Knox’s Works. 2 vols. 
Blair’s Life. 1 vol. 
Fernie’s Commentary. By Dr Alexander. 1 vol. 


*,* J. & H. have purchased the remaining stock of the Wodrow 
Society’s Publications. They are at present making arrangements for 
completing the Works of Joun Knox; but as this and the price charged 
will depend altogether upon the number of subscribers who may enrol 
themselves, they have respectfully to request of those who desire to 
subscribe, to do so without delay. 


WYLIE. 


JOURNEY over the Region of Fulfilled Prophecy. By 
the Rev. J. A. Wylie. 2nd Edit., with Map and Woodcuts, 18mo, 
cloth, ls. 6d. 
“An instructive, trustworthy, and interesting book, on a subject 
which can never cease to be interesting.”—British Quarterly Review. 


YOUNG COOK’S ASSISTANT. 


JTOUNG Cook’s Assistant; being a Selection of Economical 
Receipts and Directions, adapted to the Use of Families in the 
Middle Rank of Life. Edited by a Clergyman’s Daughter. Sixth 
Edition, with Frontispiece, 18mo, cloth, 1s. 6d. 
“ All who desiderate excellent and plain cooking—and their name is 
legion—ought to have this work. Mistresses will find it an incalculable 
saving to bestow it as a gift to their servants,"—Kelso Warder. 


30 WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


THE CHEAP PUBLICATION SCHEME 


OF THE 


FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 


*,,* This Scheme was the first Projected for supplying valuable Works 
at an unprecedentedly low price; and although the plan has been adopt- 
ed by numerous competitors, these Volumes are still the cheapest offered 
to the Public. Complete sets of the Works can still be given at the 
original prices; and as the Volumes contain deeply interesting matter, 
are beautifully printed, and handsomely bound, they will be found well 
adapted for Congregational and Sabbath-school Libraries, or for Christ- 
mas Presents, and Reward Books at Public Seminaries. 


Price 1s. each, bound handsomely in cloth, 


The following Works have already been published in the Series, viz :— 
1. Select Practical Writings of John Knox, . Demy 12mo. 
2, The Trial and Triumph of Faith, by Samuel Ruther- 


ford, Professor of Divinity at St Andrews, ; do. 
3. Select Practical Writings of Robert ‘I'raill, . do. 
4, Memoirs of Veitch, Hogg, Erskine, and Carstares, . do. 
5. Fleming on the Fulfilling of Scripture. Vol.I.  . do. 
6. Select Practical Writings of David Dickson, do. 
7. Life of Alexander Henderson, by the late Thomas 


M‘Crie, D.D.; also, Life of James Guthrie by the 
Editor; with Specimens of their writings, . 
. Select Extracts for the Young ” Royal some. 
. Memoirs of the Life of Rev. Thomas Halyburton, 
Professor of Divinity in the University of St An- 
drews, with Frontispiece, Demy 12mo. 
10 and 11. Sketches of Scottish Church History, embrac- 
ing the period from the Reformation to the Re+ 
volution, by the Rev. Thomas M‘Crie, two vols., 
each with Frontispiece. do. 
12. The Revivals of the Eighteenth Century, particu- 
larly at Cambuslang, with Three Sermons by the 
Rev. George Whitefield, taken in Short-hand. 
Compiled from original Manuscripts and contem- 
porary publications, by Duncan M‘Farlan, D.D., 
Renfrew; with Frontispiece, ‘ ° : do. 


Price 1s. 3d. each. 


13, Willison’s Afflicted Man’s Companion. 
14. Sketches of the Life and Labours of Whitefield. 


Each of these Volumes contains about 320 pages 12mo, handsomely 
bound in cloth. 
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MONTHLY SERIES OF TRACTS, 


ISSUED BY THE CHEAP PUBLICATION COMMITTEE OF THE FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND. 


No. 
3s 


3. 
5. 


7. 
12. 


13. 
17. 
18. 
22. 
26. 
33. 
37. 


No 


6. 
10. 
14, 
16. 


19, 
21. 
. Christian Stewardship. 

. An Accusing Conscience. 

. The Sin of the Age. 

. Arise, call on thy God. 

. The Purposes of God and the 


Johnstons’ Library Atlas, folio, cloth, 8s, 6d. : 
——- School Atlas, 4to, cloth, 5s, 


+ 2. 
4. 


Each Tract contains 8 pages Demy 8vo, Price 2s. 6d. per 100. 


Tracts already Published ;: — 
POGRAPHICAL, 

Patrick Hamilton. 30, David Welsh D.D. 
Groups of Worthies. 4]. 43, 45. Thos. Chalmers, D.D. 
George Wishart. 47. George Muirhead, D. D. 
8. 9. 11. John Welsh. 5l. Alexander Peden. 
A Living Epistle. 55, George Logan of Eastwood. 
15. Robert Bruce. 57. John Rough. 
20. Andrew Melville. 58. Major General M‘Douall,C.B. 
Other Living Epistles. 60. John Hamilton. 
24. The Simsons. 61, 62. Sir Andrew Agnew, Bart. 
29. 31. John Livingston. 63. Archibald M‘Indoe, 
35. Robert Blair. 65. Sheriif Spiers. 


Stevenson M‘Gill, D.D 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Pathway into the Scriptures. 
The Strait Gate. 
Jehovah-shallom. 
Hephzi-bah. 

A Beacon to Backsliders. 

A Call to Prayer. 
The Mount of God. 

I love the Bible. 


Responsibility of Man. 


. The Weekly Sabbath. 


Visitation of God in the Land. 
. The Lord’s Day. 


30. The Lambs of the Flock. 


. The New- Year. 

. A Church in the House. 

. Reuben. 

. Howto Pray soas to be Heard. 
. Truce-Breakers. 

- Come to the Light. 

. Signs of the Times. 

. The Sea. 

an God’s Voice in the Pestilence, 
66. 


Voice from the Dead. 
Fellowship- Meetings. 


i.—Johmsitons’ School Atlases. 


No. of Maps, 
39 
2 


by WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNsSi1COnN# AND HUNTER. 
i3.—Sohnstons’ College and School Maps.—l|st SERIES. 


Eastern Hemisphere—Western Hemisphere—Europe—Asia—A frica 

— America—England—Scotland—Ireland—Canaan and Palestine. 
Price of each Map :— 

Sheets, Coloured, 88. Rollers, Unvarnished, 10s.; Varnished, 12s. 
The Whole Ten Maps in Case (Fig. A.), £6, 6s. 
—— Stand (Fig. B.), £7, 7s. 
with Black Board, £7, 17s. 6d. 
Canaan and Palestine as separate Maps on Rollers, Varnished, 8s. 6d. 


Fig. B. (Stand.) 


WHE MIS PHERE 
E HEMISPHERE 


Hei) eS Cane ee Se a EE 
hill TANAAN® PALESTINE 
SCOMLAND 


IRELAND 


ea 
a 
qe tH ENCEAND = 


6 ft. 9 in. by 4 ft. 6 in. 


1il._Johnstons’ College and School Maps.—2p SERIES. 


Sheets, Coloured, 8s. 
Rollers, Unvarnished, 10s. 


France. 


World, on Mercator’s Projection, | 
, Varnished, 12s. 
Others in preparation. 
1V.—Globes in Stand. 


Globes, 30 inches in diameter, . ; A too; O 
12 inches terrestrial, f . " - Sl 

12 inches celestial, é : / 2 0 0 

6 inches terrestrial and celestial, each 010 0 

8 inches do. do. 0 4 9 
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SUPPLEMENT 


TO 


JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER’S 


CATALOGUE OF BOOKS, 


AGNEW. 

|| aon of Sir Andrew Agnew of Lochnaw, Bart. By 
Thomas M‘Crie, D.D., LL.D. Demy 8vo, with Portrait and II- 

lustrations, cloth, 10s. 6d. 


BAXTER. 
HE Saints’ Everlasting Rest; or, a Treatise on the Blessed 
State of the Saints in their Enjoyment of Godin Heaven. By the 
Rev. Richard Baxter. Royal 18mo, cloth, 3s. 


BEGG, 
ATIONAL Education for Scotland Practically Considered; 
with Notices of Certain Recent Proposals on that Subject. By 
James Begg, D.D. Second Edition, 8vo, sewed, 8d. 


BELL. 
LACKFRIARS’ Wynd Analyzed. By George Bell, M.D. 
Demy 8vo, ls. 


BOSTON. 
EMORIAL Concerning Personal and Family Fasting and 
Humiliation. By the late Rev. Thomas Boston, Ettrick; with 
Prefatory Remarks and Appendix. By the Rev. A. Moody Stuart. 
Third Edition, 18mo, cloth, 1s. 6d. 


_ CANDLISH. 
CRIPTURE Characters and Miscellanies. By Robert 8S. 
Candlish, D.D., Edin, Second Edition, demy 8vo, cloth, 12s, 


2 WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


CATECHISMS. + ih 
Watts’ Juvenile Historical Catechism, 18mo, 1d. 
Whitecross’ Scripture Catechism, 18mo, 13d. 


CUNNINGHAM. 
PEECH Delivered at the Meeting against Papal Aggression, 
held in the Music Hall, George Street, Edinburgh, Dec. 5, 1850. 
By William Cunningham, D.D. Demy 8vo, 4d. 


DEATH AT SEA— 
Pao Peace. Royal 24mo, cloth, gilt, 8d., plain, 6d. 


DUFF. Re | 
ISSITONARY Addresses delivered before the General As- 
i sembly of the Church of Scotland, in the years 1835, 1837, 1839, 
With additional papers on Female Education, and the Danish, or earliest 
Protestant Mission to India. By Alexander Duff, D.D. Foolscap 8vo, 


cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Te 


OME Organization for Foreign Missions; being the Sub- 

: stance of an Address delivered before the Commission of the 

General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, on Wednesday, 20th 
November 1850. By Alexander Duff, D.D. Foolscap 8vo, 4d. 


DU MOULIN. 

MVHE Anatomy of the Mass. By Peter Du Moulin, Professor 
of Theology, Sedan. To which is prefixed, a Concise History of the 

Eucharist. By the Rev. Robert Shanks, A.M. 12mo, cloth, 4s. 


FAIRBAIRN. 
ONAH: his Life, Character, and Mission, viewed in connec- 
tion with the Prophet’s own Times, and Future Manifestations of 
God’s Mind and Will in Prophecy. By the Rev. Patrick Fairbairn, 
Salton, Author of “ Typology of Scripture.” Fcap. 8vo, cloth, ds. 6d. 


GUTHRIE. 
PLEA in Behalf of Drunkards and against Drunkenness. 
By Thomas Guthrie, D.D., Edinburgh. Being Introductory to a 
Series of Papers on Social Reform, to be published under the Super- 
intendence of the Association for the Suppression of Drunkenness, 
and edited by George Bell, M.D., author of “* Day and Night in the 
Wynds of Edinburgh,” and “ Blackfriars’ Wynd Analyzed.” Demy 
8vo, sewed, ls. 
*.* No. I. of the Series, price Twopence, will be published on the Ist 
January next, (1851)—and the subsequent Nos. of the Series will be 


published on the lst of each month. 


GREVILLE, 
LETTER to the Most Honourable the Marquess of Clan- 
ricarde, Postmaster-General. By Robert Kaye Greville, LL.D. 


Demy Svo, ls. 


a 
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HATELY. 
f ieee: National Psalmody; or, a Selection of Tunes for the Use 

of Churches, Families, and Schools. Prepared under the Superin- 
tendence of George Hogarth, Esq. With a SHort anp Easy Practical 
GUIDE To PsaLmM-Sinaing. A New Edition, to which is appended a 
SUPPLEMENT, containing Twenty-seven Tunes. By T. L. Hately. 16mo, 
cloth, 2s. 


Ree to the National Psalmody. Edited by T. L. 
Hately. 16mo, sewed, 4d. 


HETHERINGTON. 
ATIONAL Education in Scotland, viewed in its Present 
Condition, its Principles, and its Possibilities. By the Rev. W. 
M. Hetherington, LL.D., Edinburgh. Demy 8vo, ls. 


KING. K 
r Lae Principles of Geology Explained and Viewed in their 
Relations to Revealed and Natural Religion. By the Rev. David 
King, LL.D., Glasgow. 2nd Edition, Revised and Enlarged, with Notes 
and an Appendix, by Professor Scouler, Dublin. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 
Lie 
HE State and Prospects of Jamaica, with Appended Remarks 
on its Advantages for the Cure of Pulmonary Diseases, and Sugges- . 
tions to invalids and others going to that colony. By the Rev. David 
King, LL.D., Glasgow. Tl oolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 
ETTERS to a Friend on the Establishment of the Popish 
Hierarchy in Engiand. F cap. 8vo, 6d. _ 


| M‘CRIEZ. I. 
J ECTURES on Christian Baptism. By Thomas M‘Crie, D.D., 
LL.D., Edinburgh. I'cap. vo, cloth, Zs. 6d. 
Ii. 
“(ag of Sir Andrew Agnew of Lochnaw, Bart. By 
Thomas M‘Crie, D.D., LL.D. Demy 8vo, with Portrait and Li- 
lustrations, cloth, 10s. 6d. 


M‘LAUCHLAN, EPoyMing 
ECENT Highland Ejections Consideved; in Five Letters. 
By the Rey. Thomas M‘Lauchlan, Edinburgh. Demy 8vo, 6d. 
II. 
| ae Depopulation System in the Highlands: its Extent, 
Causes, and Evil Consequences, with Practical Remedies. Demy 
Svo, sewed, 6d. 


MACKAY. 
HE Missionary’s Warrant and the Church’s Duty: Ser- 
mon preached in the Free Church, Calcutta, March 1/, 1850. By 
the Rev. W.S. Mackay, Demy 8vo, 4d. 


PP ee ee Oe ee 
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MEEK. 
CRIPTURE Emblems; or, Gleanings in the Field of Sacred 
Imagery. By Rev. James Meek, Carnoustie. Foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, 48. 6d. ; 
MEIKLE. 


\HE Millennial State of the Church, and the Agency by which 

it is to be Realized; a Sermon Preached at the Opening of the 

Synod of the United Presbyterian Church in Edinburgh, May 6, 1850. 
By the Rev. James Meikle, Beith. Foolscap 8vo, 6d. 


MENTEATH. 
AYS of the Kirk and Covenant. By Mrs A. Stuart Men- 
teath. 4to, cloth, 10s. 6d. . 


MERLE D’AUBIGNE. 
HE Authority of the Scriptures Inspired by God. Three 
Discourses, delivered at Geneva. By J. H. Merle D’Aubigné. 
Translated, with Prefatory Note, by the Rey. W. K. Tweedie, Edinburgh. 
In the Press. - 


MILLER. » 
NO EE and Legends of the North of Scotland; or, the Tra- 
ditional History of Cromarty. Second Edition, with new matter 
forming about one-third of the volume. Post 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 
II. 
HOUGHTS on the Educational Question; or, the “ Battle of 
Scotland.” By Hugh Miller. Demy 8vo, sewed, Is, 


HINIATURE SERIES, . 
INIATURE Series of Interesting Narratives. Uniform in 
Size, price ld. each; in packets of twelve, ls. 
1, Illustrative Incidents:—I. Who would not Pray? II. Who 
would Delay? By the late Rev. John Macdonald, Calcutta. 
By the same Author. 
. Behold the Lamb ! 


2 

3. Grace Abounding; or, the Conversion of Bapu Mazda at 
Bombay. By the Rev. Dr Wilson. 

4, Early Grace; or, the Deathbed of J. B. 

5. The Profligate’s Dream. A True Narrative. By Mrs Marshall. 

6. The Flower Transplanted. A Brief Memoir of Mary Boyd. 

7. Muckle Kate: A Tradition of Lochcarron. By the Rev, T. 
M. Fraser, Free Church, Yester. 


By the same Author. 
. Luke Heywood, the Soldier of Fort-George. 
. The Highiand Kitchen Maid; an Incident in the Life of Mr 
Hector M‘Phail. 
10. A Sacramental Sabbath in the “ Burn of Ferintosh.” 
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MINIATURE SERIES.—Continued. 

ll. Fruit from the West-Port Garden; being Memorials of the 
Last Years and Triumphant Death of M. G., a Member of 
Chalmers’s Territorial Church. By the Rev. W. Tasker. 

12. Two Resolves:—I must Pray more. I must Praise more. By 
the Rey. Dr Nevins, Baltimore. 

13. A Young Believer; or, Recollections of Maggie M——. 

14, A Word for the Way; or, Hints to Travellers and Tourists, 
By the Rev. J. W. ‘Taylor, Flisk. 

15. What does the Missionary Box Say? By the Rev. J. B. 

- Johnstone, Wolflee. 


By the same Author. 
6. The Snare Broken. The Young Warned to Beware of Satan’s 
Net. 


17. Amelia Wills, one of Jesus’ Little Lambs; or, the Narrative of 
a Child’s Deathbed. Addressed to Little Children. 

18. An Affectionate Persuasive to the Practice of Family Worship. 
By an Elder of the Free Church. 

19, Juvenile Missions. 

20. Abdool Messee. By the late Rev. R. M. M‘Cheyne. 


By the same Author. 


21. Missions. 

22. Sabat, the Arabian. 

23. Sudden Conversions. 

24, Heavenly Arithmetic. By the Rev. J. B. Johnstone, Woiflee. 


Biographical Sketch of Dr Asahel Grant, Missionary to the Nesto- 
rians. Price 13d. 


MONTGOMERY. 
ARRIAGE with a Deceased Wife’s Sister or Niece, con- 
sidered in Reference to the Law of God, and the Interests of 
Society. By the Rev. John Montgomery, A.M.,Innerleithen. 8vo, ls. 


MUNSIE. 
VANGELICAL Training, in a Series of Lessons on some of 
the Names and Titlesjof the Lord Jesus, ens on the Nature and 
Design of the Lord’s Supper; intended for Family Instruction, and Sab- 
bath Adult Classes. By William Munsie, Glasgow. Third Edition, 18mo, 
sewed, 6d. 


NEVINS, 
HOUGHTS on Popery. By the late William Nevins, D.D., 
Baltimore. 18mo, cloth, 1s. 6d. 


PHILIP, 
ETTER to the Right Honourable Lord John Russell on the 
Sabbath Question, By Charles Philip, Leith. Demy évo, 1s. ae 
Edition, 12mo, ld. 


6 WORKS PUBLISHED BY JOHNSTONE AND HUNTER, 


SABBATH (THE CHRISTIAN) : 
(Paes in its various Aspects. By the following 


Ministers of different Denominations :— 


Ralph Wardlaw, D.D. William Glover, D.D. 

Rev, Jobn Jordan. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D. 

Rev, Andrew Thomson, B.A. James Seton Reid, D.D. 

David King, LL.D. Andrew Symington, D.D. 

James Hamilton, D D, The late R. W. Hamilton, LL.D., D.D. 
Rev. Peter M‘Owan. | The late Rev. Edward Bickersteth. 
John Hannah, D.D. Stewart Bates, D.D. 

William Innes, D.D. Rev. John Angell James. 


With Preface by Hon. and Rey. Baptist W. Nort. Post 8vo, cloth, 6s. 


5 

SPEECHES (REFORT OF) 
ELIVERED by the Rev. Edward A. Thomson, Dundee, and 
Mr W. M‘Crie, Edinburgh, for Support of an Overture on Union 
with the Free Church, before the Synod of United Original Seceders, 
Edinburgh, May 1850. With Appendix, containing Remarks on the 
Report of the Proceedings of Synod, printed in the “* Original Secession 

Magazine,” May. Demy 8yo, Is. 


SPIRIT (THE) OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


ee Principles and Practices, as Exhibited in History. By a 
Layman of the Catholic Church of Christ. 12mo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 


STANDARD DIVINITY, CHEAP REPRINTS OF 
Baxter’s Saints’ Rest. Royal 18mo, cloth, 3s. 
Dickson’s Select Writings. 12mo, cloth, Is. 
Fleming on the Fulfilling of Scripture. 2 vols., 12mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Fleming on the Rise and Fall of Papacy. Feap. bvo, cl., Is, 6d.; sd., 1s. 
Halyburton’s Memoirs. 12mo, cloth, Is. 
Knox’s Select Practical Writings. 12mo, cloth, ls. 
Lives of Henderson and Guthrie. 12mo, cloth, ls. 
M‘Crie’s Sketches of Scottish Church History. 2 vols., 12mo, cloth, 2s. 
Meikle’s Solitude Sweetened. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, és. 
Memoirs of Veitch, Hogg, Erskine, and Carstares. 12mo, cloth, Is. | 
Newton’s Cardiphonia. Foolscap 8yvo, cloth, 3s. 
Revivals of the Kighteenth Century. 12mo, cloth, 1s. 
Rutherford’s Trial and Triumph of Faith. 12mo, cloth, 1s, 
Trail’s Select Practical Writings. 12mo, cloth, ls. 
Watt's Catechism of Scripture History. Royal 18mo, cloth, 2s. 
Whitefield’s Life and Labours. .18mo, cloth, ls. 3d. 
Willison’s Afflicted Man’s Companion. 12mo, cloth, ls. 3d. 
Vincent on the Shorter Catechism. 18mo, cloth, 2s. 


TAYLOR, 
A MONTH'S Visit to Connaught, and its Mission Stations. By 
the Rev. J. W. Taylor, Flisk. 18mo, sewed, 6d. 


THEORY OF HUMAN PROGRESSION, 


Ae Natural Probability of a Reign of Justice, Demy 8vo, 
cloth, 12s, 
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THORP. 
ITH God all Things are Possible; or, the Story which Aunt 
Kate Promised to Tell. By Ann Thorp. Demy 18mo, with Il- 
lustrations, ls, 


TRACTS. 

Antidote to Morisonianism. Demy 18mo, 13d., or 10s. 6d. per 100. 

Duncan’s (Rev. W. W.) Help to Communicants in the Work of Seif- 
Examination. Foolscap, 8vo, sewed, 4d. 

Dunean’s (Rev. W. W.) Old Year and the New; designed asa help to 
Serious Christians in Seeking to Improve the last day of the bygone 
year, and the first day of the new one. Foolscap 8vo, sewed, 4d. 

Durham’s (Rey. James) Errors of Morisonianism and Universal Re- 
demption, Refuted in 1656. Demy 8vo, 2d., or 12s. per 100, 

Behold the Lamb! By the Rev. John M‘Donald of Calcutta. Royal 
18mo, ld., or 7s. per 100. 

The Trne Catholic, A Tract for the Times. Demy 12mo, 3s, 6d. 
per 100. , 


TWEEDIE. 


i AN by Nature and by Grace; or, Lessons from the Book of 
Jonah. By the Rev. W. K. Tweedie, Edinburgh. Féap. 8vo, 23, 6d. 


VILLAGE SCENES: 
POEM. In Two Parts. Dedicated tothe Rev. Dr Guthrie. 
Royal 18mo, cloth, 2s. 


WATT, 
pene aha to Atheism. By Mark Watt, Esq. J oolscap 
8yvo, 23. 
WAYSIDE TRACTS. 
SSUED under the Superintendence of the Rev. Andrew 
Cameron, Editor of the “ Christian Treasury,” and “ Christian’s 
Fireside Library.” 


1. I’m too Busy. 14. “* Itis a Fearful Thing to Live.” 
2. * Do not this Abominable Thing | 15. Lost Afflictions. 
that I Hate.” — 16. The Doomed Man. 

3. ** Cut it Down.” 17. “ Where is It ?” 

4. Noah's Carpenters. 18. No Time to Think. 

5. “ Come Back another Time.” 19. Just as you Are. — 

6. This Moment, 20. The Aged Procrastinator, 

7. You are going the Wrong Way. 21. The Self-Doomed. 

8. Now. 22. ** Broken Off.” 

9. The Devil’s Sieve. 23. “ [cannot Live as I Do.” 

19. He Mistook the Light! 21, Where do you Spend your Even- 
ll. And Then? ings ? ; 
12. Common Proverbs. 25. The First Question. 


13, Last Words of Dying Sinners. 


The Tracts are sold in Packets of a Hundred (being four copies of 
each Tract), at One Shilling; and in Packets of Fifty, at Sixpence, 


STANDARD LIBRARY OF BRITISH 
DIVINES. 


NEW EDITION OF THE WORKS OF DR OWEN. 


oy pe & HUNTER beg respectfully to inform the 

Subscribers to the New Epition oF Owen’s Works, that Four 
Volumes—completing the First Year’s Issue—are rapidly progressing, 
and will be ready for delivery on March next. 

The object of the PUBLISHERS in giving so many Volumes at one 
Issue, is to diminish as much as possible the heavy expense attendant on 
the transmission of numerous parcels to the remoter districts of the 
country—and which object they hope will be attained by the delivery of 
the Work in larger portions. 

They have likewise to intimate to those parties who subscribed for 
the Work after the Issue of Vol. I., that, for the above reason, it is not 
their intention to deliver the Reprint of that Volume until March, when 
the other Volumes of the year are to be issued. But should any Sub- 
scriber wish his copy of Vol. I. before that time, he has only to intimate 
his wish to the Publishers, who shall be most happy to comply with it. 

N.B.—This Edition, embracing the whole Treatises in the last Twenty- 
one Volume Edition, will consist of SrxtEEN VoLumEs—will be Com- 
PLETED WITHIN THREE YEARS, and to SUBSCRIBERS BEFORE THE Issug 
OF THE First YEAR’s VOLUMES, will cost £3, 3s. 


Demy 8vo, 2 vols. cloth, price £2, 2s., 


HE NEW UNIVERSAL DICTIONARY, ETYMOLO- 
. GICAL, TECHNOLOGICAL, anp PRONOUNCING, oF tHE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE. By Joun Crate, Esq., F.G.S., &c. &e. 
Combining the definition of all the terms (most of them composite words 
of foreign origin) employed in the wide fields of Science and Literature, 
with explanations of the meaning of words (for the most part Anglo- 
Saxon) now obsolete, but to be found in the good standard literature of 
our country. 
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